College of Fine Arts
School of Art

GCM 181 Impact Printing Processes

Meeting time and location: TR 12:30-1:45 pm in AT185K
Instructor: Dr. Renmei Xu [REN-may SHOO]

Office: AT185D

Phone: 285-5657

Email: rxu@bsu.edu
Office hours: Monday and Wednesday 12-1 pm or by appointment

I. Course Description
Explores printing systems through the use of traditional printing processes. Focus will be on offset
lithography, flexography, and gravure. Emphasis will also be placed on artwork preparation, image
generation, platemaking, and presswork associated with these printing processes.

II. Prerequisites
None.

III. Learning Outcomes
This course will enable students to

e Demonstrate a basic understanding of printing technology and technical information;

e Identify the basic tools, materials, equipment, and terminology used in offset lithography,
flexography, and gravure;

e Demonstrate basic skills, techniques, and operating procedures essential in lithography and
flexography, and identify steps required in the gravure process;

e Demonstrate basic skill in evaluating press sheets;

e Practice safety procedures and proper work habits in the pressroom.

IV. Course Contents
Flexography
Offset lithography
Gravure

Pad printing

V. Course Format

e Lectures

e Demonstrations

e Group discussions
e Lab activities

V1. Textbooks
None.
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VII. References
e Z. A.Prust & Peggy B. Deal (2024). Graphic Communications, 7" ed. The Goodheart-Willcox
Company. Tinley Park, IL.
¢ Handouts.

VIII. Student Performance Assessment
e Students will be assessed on assignments and exams. Canvas is used to post course documents,
assignments, and grades. You should access it regularly and know how to download files and

check grades.
e Grade distribution:
Assignments 75 points
Exams 75 points
Total: 150 points

e QGrading scale:
>90% A >87% A- >83% B+ >80% B >77% B-  >73% C+
>70% C >67% C-  >63% D+ >60% D >57% D- <57% F

IX. Attendance Policy
All students are to comply with the “Class Attendance Policy” as described in the Ball State
University Undergraduate Catalog. In case of extenuating circumstances (medical condition, family
emergency, field trip, competition, etc.), you need to notify the instructor at your earliest
convenience; otherwise, late submissions will only be accepted within two weeks of due dates and
not eligible for a grade higher than C. aPlus+ will be used to take attendance, and more than two
unexcused absences will result in one grade letter downgrade.

X. Academic Ethics Policy
Academic dishonesty and plagiarism are unacceptable behaviors in an institution of learning or life.
The Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities describes the “Student Academic Ethics Policy”.
All course activities are subject to this policy. You should consult with the instructor if you are
uncertain about an issue of academic honesty prior to the submission of an assignment. Failure to
comply with this policy will result (at a minimum) in failing the class.

XI. Copyright Statement
The instructor owns the copyright of course materials including test questions. Students may not
reproduce, distribute, or publicly post course materials without the instructor’s permission. Selling or
distributing course materials may violate the Ball State Code of Conduct and/or the “Information
Technology Users’ Privileges and Responsibilities Policy”. Any violations will be referred to the
Director of Student Rights and Community Standards.

XII. University Statement
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the
various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We
promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations
because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's
Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a
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disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability

Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

XIII. Tentative Schedule

Please refer to the daily schedule posted on Canvas.

Week Tuesday Thursday

8/18 Flexo basics Flexo basics

8/25 Flexo design and prepress Flexo design and prepress

9/1 Flexo platemaking Flexo platemaking

9/8 Flexo presses Flexo presses

9/15 Flexo printing process Flexo printing process

9/22 Flexo exam Offset lithographic principle
9/29 Offset design and prepress Offset design and prepress
10/6 Fall break Offset platemaking

10/13 | Offset platemaking Offset presses

10/20 | No class No class

10/27 | Offset presses Offset printing process

11/3 Offset printing process Offset exam

11/10 | Gravure principle Pad printing basics

11/17 | Pad printing design and prepress Pad printing design and prepress
11/24 | Pad printing presses Pad printing process

12/1 Pad printing process Gravure and pad printing exam
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