Syllabus - String and Harp Literature and Pedagogy - MUSP 423 /424- Spring 2026
Dr. Yu-Fang Chen, instructor
School of Music
Ball State University, Muncie, Indiana

Course Description
Music and materials for stringed instruments and harp instruction. Includes audition and
recital preparation, repertoire, practice techniques, and internship experience.

Course Objective

This course introduces and highlights requisite skills necessary for students to become
proficient violinists. Approaches to technique, repertoire, practice strategies, audition
preparation, and expressive performance will be emphasized, all within the context of
string pedagogy and literature.

Student Learning Objectives
At the completion of a semester of MUSP 423 /424, students will be able to gain broader
understanding and knowledge about violin literature and pedagogy

Course Rationale
The purpose of this course is to broaden students’ understanding and knowledge about
violin literature and pedagogy

Course Expectations

Each student must complete assigned reading, research, and/or writing weekly.
University guidelines recommend a minimum of two hours of work outside of class for
every credit hour of enrollment.

Grading
e Weekly preparation for assignment constitutes 100% of your final grade

Absences

+ Students are not allowed to miss a lesson without any legitimate reason

+ In case of any conflict, students should give instructor notice at least
three days prior to the scheduled lesson date (unless an emergency)

+ Conflicts or absences given on the day of the scheduled lesson will not
require a make-up lesson (unless an emergency)

+ Doctor’s note is required if students need to be excused because of
illness and/or injury. The note must be provided to the instructor within
seven days after the absence.

+ Each unexcused absence will result in a lower letter final grade. Two
no show lessons will automatically earn you an F in the course

+ Both instructor and student will work to assess whether a make-up lesson



is needed/necessary during the semester

***Due to outreach, recruitment, performance, and professional schedule, the instructor will
have to reschedule lessons occasionally***

Required Materials
The choice of excerpts/books/material to be studied will, when possible, match with an
upcoming professional audition within reasonable driving distance of campus.

Course Calendar
There will be no lessons scheduled on Labor Day, Fall break, Thanksgiving break, MLK Day,
or Spring break.

University Statement

We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through
valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those
we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse.

Disability Statement

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact
the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office
coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to
be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can
be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.



https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/disability-services
mailto:dsd@bsu.edu

