	
	
	0



Instructor: Dr. Travis Hein	Office: Robert Bell Building 2110
Department: English							Office Hours: TR 9:30-10:30 (f2f)
Ball State University, Muncie, IN	W 10:00-12:00 (online)
Email: george.hein@bsu.edu	and by appointment (f2f & online)
Office Phone: (765) 285-2470

ENG 103-10-20049 – Rhetoric and Writing
Tuesday/Thursday, 11:00-12:15, Robert Bell Building 121

COURSE DESCRIPTION + GOALS

ENG 103: Rhetoric and Writing (3) Introduces and develops understanding of principles of rhetoric; basic research methods; elements, strategies, and conventions of persuasion used in constructing written and multimodal texts. Prerequisite: appropriate placement. Not open to students who have credit in ENG 101 or 102.

By the end of the course, students will:
· Identify and analyze a variety of rhetorical concepts from different cultures
· Assess strategies for invention, drafting, and revision for individual composing styles by setting goals and tracking growth
· Establish authorial agency and identity by developing an awareness of the rhetorical history and impact of conventions (grammar, citation, format, and genre) as they vary by culture and discipline
· Engage critically and carefully as readers (and listeners) of others’ perspectives and languaging practices
· Produce texts in multiple modes for different rhetorical purposes and audiences
· Demonstrate ability to incorporate evidence and synthesize information from multiple secondary sources
COURSE CONTENT & FORMAT
The content and format of ENG 103 are designed to enable students to achieve the course goals:
• Discuss, analyze, and respond to a variety of visual and verbal texts to identify rhetorical elements, strategies, and conventions 
• Discuss, analyze, and respond to the persuasive logics by which various visual and verbal texts achieve, or fail to achieve, their purposes 
• Collaborate in developing ideas, analyzing visual and verbal texts, and providing peer feedback 
• Compose persuasive texts through multiple drafts, revising based on peer feedback, self- reflection, instructor’s written comments, and teacher-student conferences 
• Reflect (orally and textually) on the rhetorical choices and decisions they are required to make as authors to shape a text for a specific audience and purpose 
• Reflect (orally and textually) on the rhetorical choices and decisions they are required to make in order to construct meaning out of another’s text 
• Complete a variety of writing assignments for multiple purposes, audiences, and contexts, using various media, and including primary and secondary research. 

COURSE MATERIALS

· BallPoint Vol. 1 (password: chirp103)
· A flash drive or other storage device and/or cloud storage
· Something with which to take notes and brainstorm (paper and writing utensil, laptop, etc.)
· Supplemental Readings (Circulated as PDFs on Canvas)

ASSIGNMENTS

You will complete four “projects” for this course. All projects will have a handful of related short writings and discussions designed to support the completion of that project (e.g., process, preparation, & process work). Below, you will find brief overviews of each of these projects. The full guidelines for each project will be available on Canvas.

1. Literacy Narrative: The first project, a literacy narrative, draws on your expertise as both a reader and a writer. You will examine your own literacy history and lead readers to a conclusion on a main theme based on your narrative. This project is not simply a story about the types of books you like to read (although this may come into play); instead, you are writing about how you have interacted with writing in your life, including how you have written in the past, and what has prompted you to write the way you have. (750–1,000 words)

2. Writing Remix Assignment: This project asks you to reconsider a piece of writing you have completed in the past. You will examine the rhetorical elements and contexts of your original project in order to determine how the writing project would change if written for a different audience, with a different purpose, in a different genre, etc. You will do more than simply update or polish a piece of writing. Instead, you will use the original writing to create something new. This project also asks you to provide an analysis of the new context and how your remixed work addresses it. (1,000 words)

3. Discourse Community: In this project, you will examine writing through the lens of discourse community. What type(s) of discourse communities are you a part of or interested in, and what types of writing do these communities produce? As you write about your discourse community, your paper should answer the questions: how does this community communicate, in writing and/or through speech, and what does this show about the community? The goal of this project is that we might all obtain a broader understanding of how different groups communicate, and the types of writing that take place in college. (1,000 words)

4. Theory of Writing: For this reflective project, you will draw on the concepts we have explored and the conversations we have had throughout the semester, previous 103 projects, and our readings to answer the question, broadly, “what is writing?” In answering this question, you will use evidence from the course readings and your own experience to explain and support your answer. (1,000 words)

5. Short Writings and Discussions: Over the course of the semester, you will be asked to submit written work regularly, including pre-writing, collaborative work, peer review of major projects, and reflective activities. These will be averaged to form your short writing grade. Additional information on these short assignments will be given on Canvas.

GRADES OVERVIEW

Assignment									Weight
Literacy Narrative								20%
Writing Remix Assignment							20%
Discourse Community 							30%
Theory of Writing								10%
Short Writings and Discussions						20%
Total										100%

GRADING SCALE

	100–94 = A
93–90 = A-
	89–87 = B+
86–84 = B
83–80 = B-
	79–77 = C+
76–74 = C
73–70 = C-
	69–67 = D+
66–64 = D
63–60 = D-
	59% or below = F



NOTE: In order to fulfill the University's Core Curriculum requirement in Writing Program courses, students must earn a minimum grade of C to pass; a grade of C- is not considered acceptable. Writing Program courses may be repeated as many times as necessary to meet the requirement but: 
• The first and all other grades will show up on the transcript. 
• All grades except the first will be used to compute the GPA. 
• A grade of W will not replace a previous grade. 
• Course credit hours apply only once to graduation requirements. 
(Please see Ball Point for a more complete explanation of these policies.)

LATE WORK

Late work is not ideal, but life happens. Final drafts of projects 1–4 must be uploaded to Canvas by 11:59pm on the assignment due date, unless otherwise specified on the syllabus. Late work may be accepted under extenuating circumstances and only if you consult with me before the class period on the day that the work is due. If you need an extension, you must ask at least 24 hours before the assignment is due.

ABSENCES

You should contact me if something arises in your personal life that will impact your ability to complete your coursework. I allow six absences across the course without any questions and without any impact on your grade. If you miss more than six classes, your final letter grade will be lowered by one third letter grade per absence. For example, if your final grade is an A- but you have missed seven classes, your course grade will be a B+; if you miss eight classes, your course grade will be a B, etc. You are responsible for any work that occurred during your absences. 

UNIVERSITY STATEMENT

We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. 

DISABILITY STATEMENT

If you need course adaptations or accommodations due to a disability, please contact me as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities. You'll need to have documentation on file with them before any accommodations can be provided. You can contact them at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

IMPORTANT DATES & DEADLINES

January 5		First Day of Classes
January 11		Add/Drop Ends
March 19		Web Withdrawal Ends
May 1			Term Ends

COURSE SCHEDULE
Please note that this schedule is subject to change. All officially assigned material and due dates will be what you see under the weekly content modules on Canvas. That said, this schedule will provide you with an idea of the reading and writing you’ll be required to do in this class.

	Week
	Agenda
	Assignments Due

	Week 1
Jan. 5 - 9
	Introductions and Syllabus
Review 103 Concepts
Email Etiquette

	

	Week 2
Jan. 12 - 16
	Introduce Project 1: Literacy Narrative
What I Know
	Habits of Mind (BallPoint)
What I Know (BallPoint)

	Week 3
Jan. 19 - 23
	Assessing Project 1 Samples
	Definition of Rhetoric (BallPoint)

	Week 4
Jan. 26 - 30
	Understanding Rhetoric
Peer Review and Feedback
	Rhetorical Traditions (BallPoint)
The Rhetorical Tetrahedron (BallPoint)
Feedback (BallPoint)

	Week 5
Feb. 2 - 6
	Peer Review Project 1
Structured Workshop Day
	Project 1 Rough Draft (due Tuesday before class)
Revision (BallPoint)

	Week 6
Feb. 9 - 13
	Introduce Project 2: Writing Remix Assignment
Multimodality
	Project 1 Final Draft (due Tuesday by 11:59pm)
Reflection (BallPoint)
What is Multimodality? (BallPoint)
Planning a Multimodal Project (BallPoint)

	Week 7
Feb. 16 - 20
	Aural and Visual
Spatial, Gestural, and Linguistic
	Aural (BallPoint)
Visual (BallPoint)
Visual Analysis (BallPoint)
Spatial (BallPoint)
Gestural (BallPoint)
Linguistic (BallPoint)

	Week 8
Feb. 23 - 27
	Peer Review Project 2
Structured Workshop Day
	Project 2 Rough Draft (due Tuesday before class)

	Week 9
Mar. 2 - 6
	Spring Break: No Class
	

	Week 10
Mar. 9 - 13
	Introduce Project 3: Discourse Community
Language and Identity
	Project 2 Final Draft (due Tuesday by 11:59pm)
Language and Identity (BallPoint)

	Week 11
Mar. 16 - 20
	Conducting Research
Library Resources
	The Research Process (BallPoint)
Credibility of Sources (BallPoint)

	Week 12
Mar. 23 - 27
	Incorporating Research
Assessing Project 3 Samples
	Incorporating Research (BallPoint)

	Week 13
Mar. 30 – Apr. 3
	Conferences with Students
	

	Week 14
Apr. 6 - 10
	Peer Review Project 3
Structured Workshop Day

	Project 3 Rough Draft (due Tuesday before class)


	Week 15
Apr. 13 - 17
	Introduce Project 4: Theory of Writing
Writing about Writing
Assessing Project 4 Samples
	Project 3 Final Draft (due Tuesday by 11:59pm)
Read “Writing about Writing” on Canvas

	Week 16
Apr. 20 - 24
	Peer Review Project 4
Structured Workshop Day
Extra Credit Presentations
	Project 4 Rough Draft (due Tuesday before class)

	Final Exam Week
	
	Project 4 Final Draft (due Friday by 11:59pm)


 
