Theatre 499 – Chicago Showcase, Fall 2025
Friday 3:30-6:00
OW 101
Industry Faculty 

Casting & Artistic Director: AJ Links
Campus Faculty


Director: Drew Vidal
 
Musical Director: Michael Rafter 

Associate Musical Director: Jim Rhinehart

Coaches: Kathy Logelin, Emily Tzucker & Sam Massaro

Choreographer: Kenny Shepard
Course Objectives: 

1.) To prepare students to successfully transition to the professional world of Chicago theatre.

2.) To work on scenes/monologues/songs that will be performed in Chicago for agents, casting directors, and industry professionals

3.) To become more familiar with the business of the theatre and film industries

4.) To develop rehearsal/scene discipline and responsibility to self, others, and specific materials.

5.) To contribute rather than complain.

6.) To let go of people pleasing, instructor pleasing, and actor-ego pleasing in favor of the courage of trusting the moment.

7.) To inspire one’s acting partner by acting to the best of one’s ability.

Attendance Policy: 

No absences are allowed for this course.  The exceptions are religious holiday, extended and documented illness, and death in the family.

Given that the schedule will consist of several “out of class” rehearsals, please note that the schedule will be flexible and students may or may not be called on a day based on the material that is being covered and/or the scenes/songs/monologues that are being worked.  PLEASE NOTE that tardiness is not tolerated and any lateness will be considered an absence.  

Assignment Work: Students will be evaluated on the following criteria: (1) Preparation, (2) Attendance/Participation, (3) Professionalism, (4) Motivation, and (5) Commitment to the Project.  Given that this is a cumulative experience for graduating students, all who participate should be performing and operating at the highest level when compared to their peers.

Partnering Rules: Please read over the following rules for working with any acting partner.
1. Meet assigned due dates with full preparation as this will affect your grade AND your partners.
2. You are an ACTOR.  You are not a critic or director of your scene partner.  DO NOT No scene is to be rehearsed or performed in class without reading the entire script, being memorized, and having been rehearsed outside of class for at least 3 hours.

3. Set up agreeable rehearsal times with partners, stick to them, and be punctual.

4. Homework is to be done separate from partner.  Don’t waste each other’s time.

5. ANY PHYSICAL DEMANDS, VIOLENCE, OR SEXUALITY CALLED FOR IN A SCENE MUST BE SIMULATED AND PROPERLY REHEARSED AS NOT TO ENDANGER SELF, SCENE PARTNERS, OR CLASSMATES.

Due Dates: Once Chicago Showcase participants are selected, those NOT cast, MUST speak with their Option Coordinator immediately to determine substitutions OR they must DROP the class themselves before drop/add has ended. All other due dates will be discussed in class.   

Grading Scale: Grading scale will be as listed below:

A (100-93)
B+ (89-88)
C+ (79-78)
D+ (72-71)
F (65 and below)



A- (92-90)
B (87-83)
C  (77-75)
D (70-68)






B- (82-80)
C- (74-73)
D- (67-66)


Academic Dishonesty: Any form of academic dishonesty, including cheating, plagiarism, violation of a fellow student’s work and collusion will not be tolerated and will result in automatic failure of the course, in addition to other disciplinary action by the University.
Disability and Other Accommodations: If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, if you have emergency medical information to share with me, or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible.  My office hours and location are listed at the top of the syllabus. For further information, contact Disability Services at 285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.  
Minimum Grade Policy: The lowest acceptable grade in a course for credit toward a major or minor in Theatre or Dance is C.  Any student receiving a C- or lower must retake the course to receive credit towards a major or minor in the department. 
CHICAGO SHOWCASE 25 DRAFT SCHEDULE

(Subject to Change)

Aug 22 – NO CLASS

Aug 29 – Student Meeting with Bill (45 minutes)

Sep 5 – Singers work with Jim & Michael

Sep 12/13 – INTERVIEWS & AUDITIONS

Sep 19 – Read through potential material/make decisions/assign coaches 

Sep 26 – Read through potential material/make decisions/assign coaches 

Oct 3 – Work through all material OR work with coaches
Oct 10 – Work through all material OR work with coaches
Oct 17 – Work through all material OR work with coaches

Oct 24 – Work through all material OR work with coaches

Oct 31 – Finalize material and Introduce Opener/Closer

Nov 7 – Work through Show and Opener/Closer work with Michael & Jim 

Nov 14 – Work Weekend w/ AJ (schedule TBD)
Nov 21 – Run & Note
Nov 28 – NO CLASS

Dec 1-Dec 3 – Evening Rehearsals 

Dec 4 – Dress Rehearsal & Preview 

Dec 7 – Mercury Load-In (schedule TBD)

Dec 8 – CHICAGO SHOWCASE
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