


THEAT 319 – Fall 2025

Sections 1 & 2: MWF 2:00 - 2:50 P.M. 	Dr. Michael M. O'Hara
Room: NQ 292 	Office: NQ – 238
Office Hours: MWF @ 4 PM, and by appointment	Phone: 285-5507
Email: mohara@bsu.edu
COURSE DESCRIPTION:

THEAT 319:  Study of Western theatre since 1800, with emphasis on the material conditions of theatrical production, dramatic/performance theory, and representative dramatic literature.

This course is worth three credit hours.  Each hour of credit requires fifty minutes of in-class work as well as an expected two additional hours of out-of-class work—reading, quizzes, research, group projects, and individual work—by students.
COURSE RATIONALE:

This course is about your craft, where it came from, and where you might take it in the future. If this isn’t important to you, then you might be in the wrong profession. Modern Theatre History is the study of the foundations of our shared craft and our shared lives. It is about finding/discovering/sharing information/data, deciding on which bits are important, arranging them into a pattern that creates understanding, and then applying that understanding to a novel opportunity to create art.  That process, acquiring information you don’t already know, thinking about the new information in relationship to stuff you already know, deciding on a possible meaning, idea, or theory, and sharing that thing with others in such a way that might engage them, increase empathy, justice, and compassion is a skill applicable to any profession known.

NOTE: Because we are biochemical creatures whose biological mechanisms experience time in one direction, history flows in that same direction, past to present, old to new. Our department, however, is experimenting with bending that rigid, historical narrative into a new shape. Rather than explore a linear progression, we will examine a series of artifacts from a variety of times and places. By co-locating objects that do not share moments in “history,” we can accomplish several goals. First, we are not forced to spend a majority of the course on “dead white men,” which would be the case if we marched forward from 1800 to the present. Second, we might be able to see some ideas, facts, or relationships differently in a non-chronological setting. We might lose some things too, but this is an experiment most of your history professors are attempting, and we’re eager to see what we might gain. Finally, because this is an experiment, some grace should be shared by both you and I, for one another and each other. We’re doing something new and difficult, but I believe it is worth the effort. So, buckle up, and get ready for the journey!

COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

By successful completion of THEAT 319, the students should accomplish the following objectives: 

1. To use historiographical and critical skills to intelligently create and comment upon theatre and performance.
2. To integrate and apply an understanding of the major issues and forces in 19th through 21st century theatre and their theoretical bases to contemporary examples of performance.
3. To know how to discover, interpret, and use “facts from history” not otherwise covered in this class.
4. To exercise the analytical and inspirational skills necessary to engage in advanced efforts in all aspects of theatre: production, criticism, scholarship, and enjoyment.
5. To use research and writing abilities, scholarly sources, and comprehensive argumentative organization to communicate and defend a critical insight or position. 

REQUIRED TEXTS:

The Norton Anthology of Drama, Vol. 2 (Second Edition) ISBN: 9780393921526

There are additional texts linked on this web site and others on reserve in the library.

COURSE POLICIES: 

Attendance and Participation Policy:  Your participation score will be determined by the following rubric:

· 90-100 points = regular and sustained contributions to class discussion, the student is consistently energetic, prepared, and engaged (either talking or commenting via Chat).  Contributions to class discussions often show significant insight and thought.
· 80-90 points = regular contributions to class discussion, the student is often energetic, prepared, and engaged. Contributions to class discussions sometimes show significant insight and thought.
· 70-80 points = regular contributions to class discussion, the student is usually energetic, prepared, and engaged.  Some contributions to class discussions show significant insight and thought.
· 60-70 points = infrequent contributions to class discussion, the student is occasionally energetic, prepared, and engaged. Few contributions to class discussions show significant insight and thought.
· 0-60 points = few or no contributions to class discussion, the student is rarely energetic, prepared, or engaged.  Those rare contributions to class do not demonstrate significant insight or thought. 

If you are sick, in any way, regardless of your symptoms, you are expected to arrange a Zoom with a friend in class. I will not be providing Zoom access to class. It is our mutual responsibility to keep our selves and each other safe and healthy.  As part of our Beneficence Pledge (found HERE), we are called upon to be socially responsible in our actions. I will be asking for volunteer Zoomers (more than one) at the start of the semester, so that we might collectively care for one another.

COVID-Related Absence Issues:  Ball State University has outlined specific procedures to follow if you are symptomatic for COVID, have been in close contact with someone who has tested positive, or if you have tested positive yourself. These procedures must be followed exactly as outlined on the BSU COVID FAQ page. Specifically, if you tested positive for COVID, DO NOT COME TO CLASS. However, be aware that your absence due to COVID positivity will not be excused unless I receive an official email from the Dean of Students. The only way for that to happen is either a) if your positive test was administered at the Student Heath Center or through I.U. Health, or b) if you submitted your positive test results through the form linked in Scenario 3 at the BSU COVID FAQ page. Again, if you test positive, follow procedures but don’t wait for the official email from the Dean of Students to come through. Stop coming to class immediately. The official email will excuse those absences retroactively.

Aside from COVID, here is how attendance will work: You are expected to be in class, in person. Attendance will be taken every day. Please read carefully:
· Every student is allowed FOUR no-questions-asked absences for any reason before their grade is impacted. Save these absences dearly.
· Each absence over four will result in a deduction of a half of a letter grade at the end of the semester, regardless of the reason (exceptions are listed below). Here’s how that breaks down:
· 5th absence: 5% deduction on semester grade
· 6th absence: 10% deduction on semester grade
· 7th: 15% deduction on semester grade
· 8th: 20% deduction on semester grade
· 9th: 25% deduction on semester grade (Please note this means that if you are perfect on every assignment for the semester you can earn no more than a 75% in the class.)
· TWO IMPORTANT EXCEPTIONS TO THE ABOVE:
· The following absences are excused and no amount of absences accrued under these conditions may affect the student’s status in the class: COVID-related absences as communicated directly to me by the Dean of Students, religious holiday; pregnancy, jury duty, death in the family, and travel for University business as documented by an official Ball State Travel Notice.
· If you are absent on the day that your group is presenting an assigned project to the class, that will count as two absences.
· When you reach your 10th absence, you will have missed nearly one out of every four class meetings, and in my determination, it is not possible to achieve the course learning outcomes. There are two options at this point:
· You will receive an “F” in the course.
· You may request an Incomplete in the course. To do this, you must provide paperwork regarding hospitalization, extensive illness, or other documented issue that has caused your excessive absences. If your documentation is approved, you will be required to complete the coursework in a future semester. Those details will be worked on an individual basis.

Classroom decorum:  In order to facilitate a positive learning environment for all students, a minimum level of mutual respect and decorum will be expected.  Hate speech and other forms of disrespect will not be tolerated. We are a group of diverse individuals with diverse backgrounds including those influenced by ethnicity, gender, physical abilities, religious and political beliefs, national origins, and sexual orientations. We will seek to learn from each other in an atmosphere of positive engagement and mutual respect.

Additionally, I would like to add Dr. Smith’s use of Kanome Jones’ “Brave Space Agreements” as guiding principles for our in-class discussions: 
●	Speak from the “I”: We can only authentically speak about our own experiences.
●	Listen to Understand: Work against practicing a response and assume generous intent with what someone is sharing.
●	Practice Non-Judgment: How can you release judgment of yourself and others? How can you lean into your discomfort?
●	Preserve the Integrity of Stories: Everyone’s story is valid. Respect the truth of a person’s experience, including not sharing stories that are not yours to share.
●	Practice Intellectual Humility: If you think you know the thing, then ask yourself how you can go deeper.
●	Speak in Draft: Every moment we are evolving. This is not about perfection. Be respectful, but share even if you don’t have all the words

Canvas Policy: You are expected to be an active participant in the course. This course is designed to include discussion and other forms of collaboration and communication. You should be willing and ready to regularly communicate with me and your classmates both digitally and F2F. You will participate in weekly activities in this course. You will need to log into your course 3 to 4 times a week and check your official BSU University email account daily. Doing so will allow you to view announcements, participate in class activities, prepare for and complete assignments and assessments. You are expected to complete all assignments, quizzes, tests, and any other activities by the due date.

Use of technology in Classroom: Recording lectures without permission of the instructor is prohibited. Laptops must be used for class activities only (Chat/Discussion Boards, notes, exercises directed by the instructor).  Cell phones also should be silenced during class time. Out of respect for other students and the instructor, please silence your cell phone during class. You may not send or receive cell phone communication, including text messaging, without permission of the instructor, unless it is to help FaceTime or Zoom an absent class member. You may use it to answer iClicker questions (if used), to view Canvas, to teleconference, or access your calendar to confirm collaboration times.

Electronic Communication with Your Instructor: Your relationship with your instructor, whether in person or electronically, should be academically professional and respectful. Phrases or words such as “Hey”, etc., do not show appropriate academic respect. In addition, you are expected to use proper grammar, complete sentence constructions and language. You are in training for a professional environment; it’s time to communicate professionally.  Please include your full name in all email, text, or chat room correspondence.

Instructor Availability: I will always answer your emails and Canvas messages within 24 hours, but quite often sooner.  If time is important, email is quicker than Canvas.  You are welcome to call my office any time, and if I am free, I’ll take your call.  While there are no “academic” emergencies, difficult or unforeseen situations can and will come up.  You can text me at xxx-xxx-xxxx, and I’ll do my best to help you out. But rest assured, I’m not inflexible, and I will do everything I can to help you, but exceptions from the syllabus will require authentic documentation of a true emergency (hospitalization, a death in the family, etc.). You are not to rely on my number to alert me that you need to Zoom into class, however. 

Late Work: All work is due at the beginning of class on the days indicated in the course calendar. Some assignments may be turned in late, but you will be penalized ten percent per day. By “day” I mean “twenty-four-hour period.” If an assignment is due in class on Friday and you upload it to Canvas 2:01 PM on Friday, it is one day late. If you upload it Saturday at 2:01 PM, it is two days late.

Minimum Grade Policy:  The lowest acceptable grade in a course for credit toward a major or minor in Theatre or Dance is C. Any student receiving a C- or lower must retake the course in order to receive credit towards a major or minor in the department. 

Academic Dishonesty: Because honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are the fundamental attributes of our university, our artistic communities, and our civil society every effort will be made to uphold these qualities in this class.  Academic dishonesty threatens the foundations of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge.  Indeed, dishonesty erodes the quality of our government, our art, and our personal lives.  Any instance of academic dishonesty will be, therefore, vigorously pursued. All students should read and understand the Student Academic Ethics Policy, which defines the parameters of academic dishonesty and plagiarism and can be found on the BSU Student Home Page (found HERE).

Subclause to Academic Dishonesty: In this course, I value your authentic voice and the development of your skills. Artificial Intelligence (AI) tools like ChatGPT, Google Gemini, or Grammarly may be used to support your learning within the following guidelines:

Permitted Uses:
•	Brainstorming ideas.
•	Generating outlines or structure suggestions.
•	Clarifying grammar or revising drafts of your project outlines.

Prohibited Uses:
•	Submitting coursework written entirely or mostly by AI.
•	Using AI to generate citations, arguments, personal stories, or other assignment content you present as your own.
•	Uploading course materials or other students’ work to public AI tools.

All work you submit should reflect your original thinking, your voice, and your preparation as a student in this course. Improper or undisclosed use of AI tools will be treated as a potential academic integrity violation. If you're unsure whether a use of AI is appropriate, please ask.

TEMPTATIONS: It is tempting to plagiarize/use AI improperly to complete your semester assignment if you feel time pressures.  PLEASE don’t put yourself in a bad position by committing plagiarism or by trying to rely on AI to do your work.

Disability and Other Accommodations: If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, if you have emergency medical information to share with me, or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible. My office hours and location are listed at the top of the syllabus. For further information, contact the Disabled Student Development Student Center at 285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.  If you need the Counseling Center, click HERE. 

Ball State University aspires to attract and retain a diverse faculty, staff, and student body. We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse as expressed in our https://www.bsu.edu/about/beneficence and university resources https://www.bsu.edu/campuslife/multicultural-center/resources.

ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING:

Writing:   All people need to be able to effectively share their thoughts with others.  Theatre is essentially about the creation, transmission, and apprehension of meaning, a process that is more commonly called communicating.  Communication includes, but is not limited to, speaking, writing, acting, designing, and waving one's hand. While we cannot focus on all aspects of effective communication, we can focus on speaking and writing clearly and correctly in this class.  THINK before you engage in either activity, and revise your written work at least once.  The assignments, though short, will require careful organization, clear expository writing, and acceptable scholarly citation.  Sloppy writing often results from (and is a sign of) sloppy thinking.  Therefore, great care will be taken in the evaluation of all written work.

Legitimate Scholarly Sources: All sources used for all assignments in this class must be legitimate, vetted, published scholarly resources that you find using Bracken library resources.  You MAY use
●	Books found in the library
●	Electronic journal or reference articles found using library databases, e-journals, subject guides, or OneSearch
AND THAT IS ALL.  There are potential exceptions to this list, and I encourage you to ask me about those exceptions (newspaper websites, etc.).  Generally, though this rule applies:  If you got to it through the library building or library website, you can use it.  Some things you MAY NOT USE OR CITE:
●	Anything found on the internet at large.
●	My lectures. 
●	Any .edu website or a professor’s personal website
●	Any course textbooks except when quoting a play (see me if you want to request an exception to this)

Any exceptions to this policy will be noted in individual assignment prompts. If you’re not sure about a source, ask me. What happens if you don’t, and you’re wrong?  Take look at the Academic Dishonesty policy (see above).

Exams:  Two exams will be given during the semester.  The points for each exam are awarded progressively (as you learn more about how to succeed in this class, your exams are worth more to assist students who have a bad start). Each exam will contain short answer questions and an essay section covering the plays read (and/or viewed in class), the assigned readings, and material presented in class. The final exam is comprehensive and required to pass the class.  Exams will be administered via Canvas.

Quizzes: Quizzes on both the reading and the plays will be given primarily via Canvas, with an occasional pop quiz in class. Those on Canvas will be objective (true/false, multiple choice), while those in class will be subjective (short answer essays).  Quizzes will generally be available a few days prior to the due date for the reading (see Class Calendar on Canvas) and may be ready early. They will close prior to the start of class, and you will have a limited time to take the quizzes (so you must read first, then take the quiz). 

Grading:  All grading will be based on the number of points you earn.  There is no curve.  

Grading policy:  All work is due at the beginning of class on the day noted.  Incompletes are given only in the most extreme circumstances, which does not include the sudden discovery in the 14th week that you are failing this class. 

Extra Credit:  Up to 5% of your total grade (about 35 points) may be earned by working on and then writing about performances that have been preapproved by me and for which you are not otherwise receiving academic credit.  For example, if you are cast in or work for a PO project, MCT, or non-class credit TCOM production, you can earn extra credit. You will be asked to keep a journal of your contributions to that production and write (type) a final essay (of at least five pages) to be handed in (electronically) before the end of the semester. Your essay will be graded as though it was a research paper (including citations and scholarly apparatus) and your extra credit will be awarded based on the percentage you earn, e.g., you score a 90% on your extra credit essay and you earn 90% of 40 points (36 points).




