POLS 337-1: State and Local Politics 

Dr. Chad Kinsella
BB109
TTH-12:30-1:45pm
Email: cjkinsella@bsu.edu
Office Phone: (765) 285-8780
Office: NQ 257/VSTOP Oakwood Building
Office Hours: Tuesday 11am-12pm
Also by Appointment 


Introduction

The purpose of this class is to look in depth at state and local governments with close attention to Indiana government.  State and local governments are commonly seen as being those closest to the people and provide critical services that we use every day.  This class will prepare you for further study in public administration, state and local politics, and enable you to understand and take part in state and local government.    Furthermore, given the use of federal system, this class will help you understand the place of state and local government in that system including current tension and collaboration within the system.

In order to get the most out of the class students must complete assigned readings before class, keep up to date on state and local government news, and attend all classes.  I also strongly encourage students to offer relevant insights and opinions, what you say is very important to the professor and class.  If you have any questions, problems, or concerns please do not hesitate to ask.  Do not let a small problem become a big problem by not addressing it.  Please let the professor know if you are unsure or unclear about anything we cover.

Course Objectives:

Goal:  Students will understand the concepts of federalism and intergovernmental relations and be able to apply these ideas to state and local government.  This will enable students to understand how state and local governments interact with each other and the federal government and what and how these governments function on a daily basis. 

Workable Objectives:
· Remember what federalism and intergovernmental relations are and understand how they differ.
· Apply current tensions in federalism and evaluate the current trend of federalism.
· Understand the different methods of voting in the states and analyze what those differences mean.
· Remember the different leadership positions in state legislatures and methods of legislating.
· Apply their knowledge of the legislative process by creating a bill, researching the topic, and presenting and defending it.
· Remember the different duties of the governor and analyze how different governors have different powers and how that helps or hinders their capability as the executive.
· Remember the different duties of state courts.
· Analyze the different structures of state courts and be able to distinguish the similarities and differences between states.
· Remember the different types of city and county governments.
· Understand the institutional powers of the executive and legislative branches in each type of city and county government and analyze how this effects decision making and implementation of policy.
Required Textbook

The Exciting Dynamics of State and Local Government
Posted to Canvas

Other readings to be posted to Canvas

Grading 

The following scale will be used to determine each student’s final grade in the course:

Grade		Cutoff		Grade		Cutoff
A		93%		C		73% 
A-		90% 		C-		70% 
B+		87% 		D+		67% 
B		83% 		D		63% 
B-		80% 		D-		60% 
C+		77% 		F	 	Below 60%		
				
Once grades are submitted, they are final.  No late work will be considered, work cannot be redone or improved upon, and extra credit may be offered to the entire class, not individuals, at the instructor’s discretion.  If you have any questions about grades, it is critical that you address them in a timely manner and not at the end of the semester.

Incomplete grades are only given in extreme circumstances and only for students who have successfully completed at least half of the class.

First Exam		10%			Second Exam				10%	
Final Exam		10%			Assignments and Participation	70% 	

Exams

Exams will be a combination of multiple choice, fill in, and short answer. Portions of the Final Exam may be cumulative, but will focus on the last third of the class material.  I do not give makeup exams except under extreme, documented cases.  All exams are posted to Canvas.

Assignments

Throughout the semester, there will be several different assignments.  These can range from discussion assignments, group projects, reflection papers, or other forms of assessment.   

Class Conduct

Please be courteous and respectful to the professor and your classmates.  We are all adults in a professional setting and everyone (including me) should act as such.  Also, please turn off cell phones or place them in silent mode. If you use a laptop in class, please avoid any uses that might distract you or your classmates from discussion and other classroom activities. In the event that laptop use becomes disruptive, I will prohibit their use during class.

Academic Integrity

Academic dishonesty, as described in the undergraduate catalog, will not be tolerated. Any instances of academic dishonesty will be handled according to the procedures outlined in the Student Academic Ethics Policy in the Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities.  Penalties for behavior in violation of the Student Academic Ethics Policy will be determined according to the process described in the policy.

Disability Services

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact me as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

Class Schedule and Readings

	1/6							Class introduction, discuss syllabus

1/8							Federalist Papers No. 17 and No. 45

	1/13							Introducing State and Local
Government

	1/15							Federalism
                                                           								
	1/20							Federalism

1/22                                                                  	Federalism

1/27                                                                 	Federalism

1/29                                                                	Federalism

2/3                                                                	State Constitutions

2/5                                                                 	State Finances

2/10                                                                 	Test 1 

2/12                                                                	State Legislatures

2/17                                                                	State Legislatures
                                                                                                                                                
2/19                                                               		State Legislatures

2/24                                                                	State Legislatures

2/26	State Legislatures

3/3                                                               	Spring Break
                                                                        
3/5                                                               	Spring Break
                                                                       
3/10	State Executives
                                                                     	
3/12                                                              	State Executives
                                                                     			
3/17                                                              	State Executives

3/19                                                          	State Courts
                                                                                                                                             	
3/24                                                                	State Courts
                                                                        
3/26                                                                	Test 2
                                                                       
3/31                                                                	State and Local Relations                                                                       		
4/2                                                              	Local Governments

4/7                                                            	Local Governments
	
4/9                                                            	Local Governments
                                                                        	
4/14                                                            	Local Governments
	
4/16                                                              	Local Governments
	                                                                        
4/21                                                              	Local Governments
	                                                                        
4/23                                                              	TBA
	
4/28                                                              	Final Exam 12pm


	
	

Right to Revise a Syllabus

I reserve the right to revise the course syllabus as needed.  Changes in the course schedule may happen frequently, so you need to keep informed of these changes regularly.  Should a major change or update occur in the syllabus (moving an exam date, date or requirement of an assignment, etc.) the specific change will be announced at least a week in advance of any activity due date (assignment, paper, exam).  These changes will be communicated in class and/or via Blackboard and/or via email.

If you have any questions about anything on the syllabus, please let me know as soon as possible. 

