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Engl 103.038: Rhetoric and Writing
Dr. Charlotte Kupsh (“cup-sh”), she/her
Department of English, Ball State University, Muncie IN 
Course information, meeting times, office hours, and contact info posted on Canvas

About This Course
Welcome to English 103! I’m Dr. Kupsh, your instructor—you can call me Dr. Kupsh (pronounced “cup-sh”), Professor Kupsh, or Dr. K. I’m an Assistant Professor, and I also direct the Writing Center at Ball State. I have a BA in Political Science and English, an MA in English, and a PhD in Composition and Rhetoric, and I have been teaching writing since 2016. 

In this class, we’ll talk about your experiences with writing, what makes “good” writing, and how writers seek to persuade and appeal to their audiences. Each week in this class, you can expect to: 
· Attend class 2 times a week, where we’ll have a mix of lecture, activities, discussions, and writing time; 
· Discuss course topics in small and large groups; 
· Read and respond to your classmates’ activities and work; 
· Read short articles and chapters from the textbook to understand class concepts, which you will sometimes be quizzed on;
· Write! You’ll use writing for a variety of purposes, including reflecting on writing, responding to activities, sorting your ideas for the major projects of the class, and to illustrate your learning for the course’s major projects. 

You can expect frequent feedback from me, as well as lots of small group interactions and feedback from your peers. 

Here’s the key to success in my classes: communicate with me. I want you to do well in this class, and I’ll do everything I can to help you—but I can’t help if I don’t know what’s going on! If you have questions, send me an email or Canvas message (contact info above). I hold “office hours” every week, which is a time I set aside specifically for students in this class to drop by to ask questions, go over their work, or just introduce themselves personally. We can also meet at another time over Zoom if my regular hours don’t work for you. Send me a message to set something up.  

Beyond that: COMMUNICATE WITH ME!! If you can’t find something you need on Canvas, send me an email or ask a classmate. If a link is broken or an assignment doesn’t have a “submit” button, that doesn’t mean you don’t have to do the work. Send me an email. If you fall behind in class, don’t ghost me—talk to me! The number one reason students fail my classes is because they fall behind, get embarrassed about it, and stop submitting work or answering emails. I am almost always willing to work with you if you’re having a problem, but you have to meet me halfway. 

Course Description, Prerequisites, and Goals
These are written by the department and approved by the university. They are the same for every English 103 course.  

ENG 103: Rhetoric and Writing (3 credits). Introduces and develops understanding of principles of rhetoric; basic research methods; elements, strategies, and conventions of persuasion used in constructing written and multimodal texts. Prerequisite: appropriate placement. Not open to students who have credit in ENG 101 or 102. 

Students will: 
· Understand that persuasion—both visual and verbal—is integral to reading and composing 
· Understand how persuasive visual and verbal texts are composed for different audiences and different purposes 
· Develop effective strategies of invention, drafting, and revision for different rhetorical situations and individual composing styles 
· Compose texts in various media using solid logic, claims, evidence, creativity, and audience awareness 
· Integrate primary and secondary research as appropriate to the rhetorical situation 
· Develop strategies for becoming more critical and careful readers of both their own and others’ texts 
· Demonstrate a professional attitude towards their writing by focusing on the need for appropriate format, syntax, punctuation, and spelling 
· Take responsibility for their own progress 
· Develop the ability to work well with others on composing tasks. 

Course Modality and Structure
Our course meets in person twice a week. While assignments and activities will be posted on Canvas and usually submitted digitally, you are expected to be physically present in class so you can participate in class discussions and complete class activities with your classmates. You cannot complete this course remotely. 

Major Assignments and Work 
Assignment details, including instructions, relevant readings, due dates, and grading criteria/rubrics will be posted and updated on Canvas. Please check Canvas regularly to stay informed and on track.

	Assignment Group
	Points

	Projects 1, 2, and 3
	550

	Drafts and Brainstorming
	100 

	Attendance and Participation
	100

	Informal Class Activities, Writing, and Homework
	110

	Classmate Response and Feedback
	90

	Writing Center Visit
	50

	Total points
	1000



Grading Scale

	Grade
	Total Points Earned

	A
	930-1000

	A-
	900-929

	B+
	870-899

	B
	830-869

	B-
	800-829

	C+
	770-799

	C
	730-769

	C-
	700-729

	D+
	670-699

	D
	630-669

	D-
	600-629

	F
	590 or fewer



In order to fulfill the University's Core Curriculum requirement in Writing Program courses, students must earn a minimum grade of C to pass; a grade of C- is not considered acceptable.

Project 1: Who I am as a Writer: 150 points
For your first assignment in this class, you’ll write a 2-page (double spaced) letter to Dr. K about your experiences as a writer, how you feel about writing, and your anticipated career goals, and some specific writing goals you have for our class. 

Project 2: How Writers Appeal to Readers: 200 points
For this assignment, you’ll write a 3-4 page (double spaced) paper analyzing content of your choosing. In the paper, you will get inside the writer/creator’s head and explain what they were trying to achieve with their content, who their audience was, and how they tried to appeal to their readers or audience. You’ll also assess how well you think it worked. 

Project 3: Investigating a Local Issue: 200 points 
For your final project in this class, you’ll create content about an issue Ball State students experience. Your goal is to persuade your peers—Ball State students—to do something about the issue: take an action, think differently about the topic, join an organization or group, appeal to administration, etc. You will choose what form your content takes, based on your audience and purpose. You’ll submit two things: 
· Your content, in whatever form it takes
· A 3-page (doubled spaced) explanation, where you describe what you tried to do with your content and how you attempted to persuade your audience. 

Classmate Response and Feedback: 90 points
You’ll frequently be asked to respond to your classmates’ work, in formal and informal ways.
 
Attendance and Participation: 100 points
You’re expected to be here and participate every day that we have class. If you can’t be here, you need to let me know. If you miss class, you need to make up the work that was completed while you were out. While you’re here, pay attention, be respectful, and participate. To incentivize this, you will receive points for each class you are present for—both physically and mentally. Physical presence is pretty easy to understand. Mental presence is trickier. Basically, if I see you using your phone excessively, doing other work in class, not participating in small group activities, leaving the room excessively without explanation, or otherwise not really “being here,” I’ll send you an email about it. If the behavior continues, I’ll start marking you absent. If you have concerns about this, just let me know—I know that everyone interacts with the world differently. 

If you physically miss a class for an excused reason (medical or illness, jury duty, military commitments, bereavement, observance of religious holidays, pregnancy, athletics, or other circumstances on an ad hoc basis), you can earn back the “class presence” points by completing a “contribution to the class community.” 

To complete a contribution and earn back your attendance points, you must: 
· Email me within 24 hours of your absence, explaining why it was excused (see above guidelines). 
· Complete all in-class work you missed. 
· Take notes during a subsequent class period, suitable for students who are not able to be present in class that day, and post them to our Class Notes discussion board. 

If you ever need to miss class for an excused reason (such as illness) but would like to attend class over Zoom, you may do so provided you find a classmate—not your instructor—to set up a Zoom for you. You will still be marked absent for the day, though if you have an excused reason, you may complete the contribution to the class community to earn back the attendance points. The Zoom option is purely so you don’t miss important discussions and content in class—it is not a substitute for your physical presence in class. 

Informal Activities, Writing, and Homework: 110 points 
You will regularly do small activities, complete quizzes, and check in with your instructor about various elements of the class. These activities will generally be graded on a completion basis. 

Drafting and Brainstorming: 100 points
For each major project, you will brainstorm, draft, and revise your work through small group discussion, class activities, and individual assignments. These assignments will help you succeed in each of the major projects. 

Writing Center Visit: 50 points
To connect you with writing resources on campus and to give you a chance to work with peers outside this class, you are required to visit the Writing Center at least once this semester. I will assign each of you to visit the Writing Center by a specific time: before the first, second, or third projects are due. These due dates will be on Canvas. You will complete a pre- and post-visit reflection. 

The Writing Center offers free planning, feedback, and accountability sessions (in person and online) to all students composing essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web content, lesson plans, slideshows, poster presentations, resumes, and other digital or print texts. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go to http://www.bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are available; however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly! The Writing Center is open: 
· Monday-Thursday day 10-5 pm, RB 295 or online
· Fridays 11-2 pm, RB 295 or online
· Sunday-Thursday 6-10 pm, Bracken Library First Floor West or online

Required Materials and Technology 
There is one required text for this class, which you have already paid for with your student fees: BallPoint. To access the textbook, go to https://digitalresearch.bsu.edu/ballpoint1/ and enter the password chirp103. 

Other class readings will be posted on Canvas, or I will provide links to online versions of the readings. To succeed in this course, you also need: 
· A personal computer or tablet with internet access (if you ever experience issues with your computer, you can temporarily check one out from the library); 
· A basic understanding of how to use Canvas, our course management site; 
· A way of backing up your work, such as using Ball State’s free OneDrive cloud storage, or using a flash drive; 
· A word processing program, such as using Ball State’s free Office365 access; 
· A Google account to participate in group activities for class (if you already have a personal one, you can use that one)—instructions to create an account available here; 
· A valid student ID so you can request and access materials in Bracken Library, especially when you are doing research. 

If you do not have access to one of these things or if you have questions about them, please let me know. 

Accommodations and Adaptations to the Course 
I always appreciate hearing from students about how this course can be more accessible for your learning styles, technology needs, etc. Let me know if there is anything I can do to help you succeed in this class! Examples might include: 
· Varying the modes of course readings (e.g., videos, podcasts, etc.)
· Providing additional explanations for course concepts or assignments as needed 
· Adjusting deadlines or changing structural elements of the course (e.g., making all deadlines consistent across the class to make it easier to remember) 
· Reassigning students to small groups based on group fit

We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

Deadlines 
This class is designed so that each activity, discussion, and assignment helps you complete the major projects in this course. Missing an activity impacts your learning and your ability to do the major projects. Make it a priority to get work done on time. 

However, life happens. If you need an extension on any assignment, you must email me within 24 hours of the due date and request an extension. I generally grant extensions, with two exceptions: 
· I do not grant extensions for classmate responses, as your classmates depend on your timely feedback to revise their work. If your classmates have already turned their revised work in, there is no point in you completing a classmate response. 
· You must complete all work for each unit by the end of that unit. So, if you have a missing assignment from Unit 1, you cannot turn it in during Unit 3. This is because the assignments build on one another—if you are doing a “brainstorming” activity from Unit 1 during Unit 3, you really aren’t learning anything. You’re just doing busywork, and neither of us want that  

Here's an email template you can use to contact me if you need to request an extension. If you do not follow this process, you will not be able to turn work in late. 

Academic Integrity 
Unless otherwise discussed, the work you turn in must be written solely by you, written for this class (not recycled from a previous course), and give credit to all ideas and words that are not yours. Please don’t use ChatGPT or other AI writing tools and content generators without my permission—if you do want to use these tools for a specific reason, talk to me first. We will talk more about this in class discussions. 

In general, I think students plagiarize or “cheat” because they either don’t understand how to cite something or they run out of time and make a bad decision. Please talk to me if you’re struggling. I am almost always willing to give extensions and help you learn, and I’d rather have you do that than risk your academic career over a single assignment. 

Here is Ball State’s academic ethics policy. Should I find instances of work that is not your own, as I’ve defined it here in the syllabus and in the ethics policy, I will ask to meet with you. After that, I’ll likely request that you redo the assignment or accept a failing grade. I may choose to escalate the issue to the Associate Provost and Student Ethics Committee. 

Freedom of Expression
In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge.
