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Ball State University, Department of History 

HISTORY 150.10:  THE WEST IN THE WORLD
Spring Semester, 2026
T/TR 2:00 pm – 3:15 pm, Teachers College Building 121
Dr. Sergei Zhuk

OFFICE: Burkhardt Building 208
OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday 12 pm – 2 pm and by appointment
OFFICE TELEPHONE: 765-285-8735
HISTORY DEPARTMENT TELEPHONE: 765-285-8700
E-MAIL: sizhuk@bsu.edu   
Course Description


By focusing on Europe’s relationship with the cultures of Asia, Africa and the Americas, this course seeks to provide a framework for understanding the development of human civilization as a whole. This course will consider the development of western civilization and its connection with other cultures from its early beginnings more than 5,000 years ago to the present. Civilization involves organization; a general theme which we will examine throughout this course is how important aspects of society and culture were organized at various times during this long period and how many of these organizing ideas have remained with us as the glue which holds modern western society together. 
Course Objectives
This foundation course will further the University Core Curriculum-21 goal of educating students so that they are historically literate.  To achieve this goal, it will combine an emphasis on student acquisition and mastery of historical knowledge and an understanding of historical thinking and methodology.  

HIST 150 will enable the students to make the Experience→ Information (E→I) transformation through a number of active-learning strategies that include modified lectures, a number of in-class exercises revolving around the use of primary and secondary source materials, and writing exercises.  These pedagogies will help students understand:

· the difference between a primary and secondary source

· historical methodology—how historians use primary and secondary sources to establish historical facts and interpretations of historical events

· historical thinking—how theories and context influence the ways historians think about historical episodes and construct their interpretations

· and recognize the different fields of history—political, diplomatic, military, economic, social, cultural, and intellectual

· and recognize the different approaches taken by historians as they reflect upon the experiences of the past

Students in HIST 150 will develop 3 of the 4 cognitive skills associated with the E→I transformation:

1. accurately observe (read) and reconstruct (write, speak) elements of history to develop new ideas.

2. describe or explain how theory or context influences the use of elements of history to generate new information or insights. 

3. use diverse ways to experience historical works (e.g. primary and secondary sources).

HIST 150 further enables students to accomplish the Information→Knowledge (I→K) transformation through a variety of active-learning strategies that include modified lectures, a number of in-class exercises revolving around the use of primary and secondary source materials, and writing exercises.  These pedagogies will help students: 

· think critically about primary and secondary sources

· critically evaluate a wide array of primary source documents relevant to a particular historical event or development

· analyze particular historical events and developments from multiple perspectives and identify factors that shaped those perspectives

· identify themes and trends in history

Students in HIST 150 will develop 3 of the 6 cognitive skills associated with the I→K transformation:

1. analyze data, events, styles, themes, and developments to reveal patterns of information or create new ones.

2. integrate information from multiple sources to develop new knowledge and insights.

3. communicate knowledge in written form and, where appropriate, orally, geographically, numerically, and symbolically.

Course Requirements

Students' grades will be based on: 

1. Four tests. Each test will be multiple-choice and cover the reading assignments and lectures since the previous test. In addition you will be responsible for any handouts distributed in class. 
2. Discussions. For ten weeks the students will have the questions for discussions, posted on Canvas. All these questions are related to the exam questions; therefore, participation in the discussions would help students for their preparation for the exams. Students MUST check the discussions posting on Canvas every week and respond to them via Canvas on time.
Ball State University aspires to be a university that attracts and retains a diverse faculty, staff and student body. We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse as expressed in our Beneficence Pledge. For Bias Incident Response information, please click here or e-mail reportbias@bsu.edu.
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Assessment of Student Learning Outcomes

Student learning outcomes will be assessed based on application-based test questions.  These assignments are intended to measure both historical knowledge and the cognitive transformations associated with UCC-21.  They also ask students to apply what they have learned about historical thinking and methodology in this class.


Discussions Policy: You are responsible for all discussions. YOU SHOULD PARTICIPATE IN EVERY CLASS DISCUSSIONS!! If you miss two or more discussions, you will lose 20% of your final grade.

Required Readings

Textbook:

1) Dennis Sherman and Joyce Salisbury, The West in the World: A Mid-Length Narrative History: Fourth Edition (Boston: McGraw-Hill, 2010) [or any new edition]
2) Dr. Zhuk’s Lecture Notes


Attendance Policy: You are responsible for everything covered in all of the class meetings, including explanations and handouts. There will be checking attendance in class at random. Therefore, YOU SHOULD ATTEND EVERY CLASS MEETING!! If you miss class for any reason, you will obviously miss important information which often is not covered in the textbook and could be needed on a test. Only genuine medical excuses will be accepted for missed tests. If an emergency prevents you from turning in a paper on time or taking a scheduled test, it is your responsibility to inform me about the situation as soon as possible and to decide to make up the work. Missing more than two classes would affect your final grade and you will lose up to 10-20 % of your final grade.


In the Classroom: Please don’t just come in class and sit absent-minded during class sessions! Think about the material and, when you have questions, ASK THEM!! We will begin most class sessions with a chance for you to raise questions. You may also ask a question at any time during class.


During lectures you should aggressively try to understand the main theme of the lecture. Take effective notes by jotting down the main ideas, the specific facts and examples which illustrate those ideas, and any special terms. Date each session of notes and each set of handout material which was given in class. Try to take notes so that after a lecture you could use your notes to summarize the lecture in 8-10 minutes to explain it to someone who had not been there. After class is over, review your lecture notes and handout material to be sure that you understand them. You may want to add a few additional words to clarify points, to highlight key terms, and to jot down questions which occur to you. You can raise these questions at our next class session.


As a courtesy both to me and to your fellow students, once class starts, please do not engage in extraneous conversation or anything else (reading newspaper etc.) which will distract attention from lectures and other class activities. Such rude behavior can prevent your classmates from hearing what is going on and you will probably miss something important. If someone forgets and distracts the class, I will remind him/her of this policy once. For a second offence, I will tell the noisy person (or a person with newspaper) to leave.


When you are in my classroom, please turn off any cell phones, pagers, laptops or similar electronic noise producing devices to avoid distracting others. Also do not bring or use such electronic devices in class during tests. Use of such devices during a test will be considered de facto evidence of cheating.
Class Schedule: THE WEST IN THE WORLD
The Roots of Western Civilization: Afro-Asiatic Version I

January 6
Introduction. Human Evolution & the Neolithic Revolution.


The Origins of the Human Civilization



Ancient Mesopotamia 
January 8
Ancient Egypt. The Hebrews and Semitic Cultures of the Middle East
Readings: Sherman/ Salisbury, Chapter 1
January 13     Indo-Iranian Cultures of Eurasia. Persian Empire and Middle Eastern Civilizations
Readings: Sherman/ Salisbury, Chapter 1, handouts

The Roots of Western Civilization: Afro-Asiatic Version II
January 15      
Indo-Iranian Civilization and Ancient China

Readings: Sherman/ Salisbury, Chapter 1
Greece as the Cradle of the Western Civilization

January 20  Ancient Greece

   The Hellenistic World
January 22   Greek Civilization and Our World Today 

Readings: Sherman/ Salisbury, Chapters 2-3
Rome: From Republic to Empire
January 27   Ancient Rome



    Decline of Pagan Roman Empire and Christianity 
January 29  Barbarian Invasions, the Collapse of the Roman Empire and the Rise of the Byzantine Empire 
Readings: Sherman/ Salisbury, Chapters 4-6


February 3    Christianization of the Barbarians: the First Christian Kingdoms in Europe

    

The Rise of Islam [Review Session]
Readings: Sherman/ Salisbury, Chapters 5-6
February 5  Test 1: The Ancient World 
Medieval Europe and the Impact of Eurasian Conquests
February 10    The Middle Ages and Feudalism in Europe. 

   The High Middle Ages, 1000-1300
February 12    The End of the Middle Ages, 1300-1500. 

Schism and Heresies in Medieval Christianity. 

Readings: Sherman/ Salisbury, Chapters 7-9
The Beginnings of the Western World-System
February 17 Renaissance and Humanism 


The European Geographic Discoveries and Western World-Empires 
February 19 The Magisterial, Radical and Counter- Reformations in Europe
February 24 Protestant Revolutions of the 16th-17th Centuries: German, Dutch, and British Versions 

[Review Session]
Readings: Sherman/ Salisbury, Chapters 10-13
 February 26  Test 2: The Medieval and Early Modern History
March 1-8, 2026: Spring Break       NO CLASSES

The European Old Regimes in the Eighteenth Century

Western Europe: From Religious Wars to Absolutism
March 10  Russian Absolutism and Western Modernization
March 12   Non-Western Modernization: Tokugawa Japan
Readings: Sherman/ Salisbury, Chapters 13-15 
Capitalism and Democracy. Part I

March 17   The Scientific Revolution and the Enlightenment
March 19
The Crisis of the Old Regime and the Beginning of the French Revolution

March 24
The End of the French Revolution. Napoleon and Nationalism Historical Significance of the French Revolution
Readings: Sherman/ Salisbury, Chapters 15-16
Capitalism and Democracy. Part II

March 26 
Industrial Revolution and Its Social Consequences. Liberal and Socialist Reaction to Capitalist Industrialization


Working Class Movement, Socialist Ideology and Marxism 
March 31   Romanticism, Nationalism and National Unification

Readings: Sherman/ Salisbury, Chapters 17-18

[Review Session]

April 2   Test 3: Capitalist Modern Era
Culture of the European Modernism and Imperialism


The Russian Empire in the Nineteenth Century 

April 7
French Modernist Culture and Cultural Consumption 
April 9  “New Imperialism”, Colonialism and Militarism
World War I


Russian Revolutions and the End of the Russian Empire
Readings: Sherman/ Salisbury, Chapters 19-22 
    
Communism and Fascism vs. Liberal Capitalism

April 14  Lenin, Bolshevism and Dictatorship of Communist Party
Dictatorship of Stalin and Everyday Stalinism
April 16  
 Post-War Developments and Fascist Dictatorship

World War II 
Readings: Sherman/ Salisbury, Chapters 22-23
The Cold War and Beyond
The Cold War: Arms Race, Divisions in Europe and Decolonization
April 21 The Cold War and Everyday Life in the Soviet Union after Stalin (1953-1984) 
Rise of the Youth Counterculture in the West. Popular Culture and Mind   Control
April 23  Eastern Europe: Rock-n-Roll, Perestroika and the Collapse of Communism

 Globalization and Clash of Civilizations 

[Review Session for the Final Exam]
Readings: Sherman/ Salisbury, Chapters 23, 24-25

Final Exam:  April 28 - April 30, 2026
GRADE POLICY: HISTORY 150 – Spring 2026
A :
100-96%

A-:
95-91%

B+:
90-86%

B :
85-81%

B-:
80-76%
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C :
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C-:
60-51%

D+:
50-41%

D :
40-31%

D-:
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F :
15-0%

