
MDIA 690: Directed Study 

6 Credit Hours 

Instructor: Dr. Betsy Pike 
Email: betsy.pike@bsu.edu 
Meetings: Weekly, approximately 30 minutes 

Brief Description 
Planning and post-production for a documentary thesis project. This directed study will focus on reviewing 
and organizing footage, developing story and structure, and creating multiple stages of the documentary 
edit. The semester will conclude with a final independent study cut, with the project continuing into the 
capstone for final post-production and completion. 

Student Learning Outcomes 
1. Create a distinguished preproduction plan. 
2. Practice research methods. 
3. Critique the creative process and reflect on content presented. 
4. Edit documentary. 

Evaluation of Student Progress 
The directed study is structured to provide each student with the appropriate freedom and leverage to 
complete all tasks as assigned for the final deliverables. You are expected to work and engage with this 
project as a professional and will be treated as such. Failure to act professionally in communication and 
failure to stay engaged with this research will result in an “F” in the course. 

5. Weekly Meetings – 20% 
6. Preproduction Drafts / Project Development – 20% 
7. Final Independent Study Cut – 60% 

Fall 2026 Project Milestones 
Dates and milestones are subject to change based on the needs and progress of the project. 

Aug. 24-28 
Project Direction & Goals: Discuss story, tone, audience, creative direction, expectations, and goals for 
the documentary. 

Aug. 31-Sept. 11 
Footage Review & Organization: Review and become familiar with interviews, B-roll, archival material, 
and production audio. Organize footage and identify key material. 

Sept. 14-18 
Story Development & Selects: Create selects/string-outs and develop the documentary's structure, 
themes, and major story beats. 

Sept. 21-25 
Music & Sound Exploration: Research music, sound effects, ambience, and other audio elements that 
can help establish tone and support the edit. 

Sept. 28-Oct. 9 
Assembly Cut: Create the first full assembly with an emphasis on story and structure, incorporating initial 
music and sound choices where appropriate. 



Oct. 12-23 
Rough Cut 1: Refine the assembly into the first presentable rough cut, focusing on pacing, interviews, B-
roll, and overall storytelling. 

Oct. 26-30 
Review & Feedback: Review Rough Cut 1, receive notes, and identify necessary structural and creative 
changes. 

Nov. 2-13 
Rough Cut 2: Incorporate feedback and complete a more developed version of the documentary. 

Nov. 16-20 
Fine Cut / Version 3: Further refine pacing, transitions, music, sound, B-roll, and visual storytelling. 

Nov. 23-Dec. 4 
Final Revisions: Incorporate final feedback and make editorial revisions in preparation for the semester 
deliverable. 

Dec. 7-11 
Final Independent Study Cut: Submit the final cut for MDIA 690. The project will continue into the 
capstone for final editorial revisions, picture lock, sound mixing, color correction, graphics/titles, and final 
delivery. 


