College of Fine Arts
School of Art

GCM 183 Screen and Specialty Graphics

Meeting time and location: TR 2:00-3:15 pm in AT185K
Instructor: Dr. Renmei Xu [REN-may SHOO]

Office: AT 185D

Phone: 285-5657

Email: rxu@bsu.edu
Office hours: Monday and Wednesday 12-1 pm or by appointment

I. Course Description
Studies screen and other specialty graphics operations and their relationships to various
substrate materials. Includes screen printing, dye sublimation, and vinyl cutting. A focus is
placed on production techniques, equipment requirements and usage, and capabilities in the
area of screen and specialty graphics.

II. Prerequisite
None.

III. Course Objectives
This course will enable students to
e Develop an understanding of the scope of the screen printing and specialty graphics
industry;
e Learn how each of the printing processes differ from one another;
e Understand the fundamentals of screen printing, thermography, and vinyl cutting;
e Be aware of safety and environmental issues.

IV. Course Contents

e Overview of printing processes
Screen printing
Thermography
Vinyl printing and cutting
Specialty graphics industry

V. Course Format

e Lectures

e Videos

e Demonstrations
e Discussions

e Lab activities

VI. Textbook
None.
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VIIL.

VIII.

IX.

XI.

Student Performance Assessment
e Students will be assessed on assignments and exams. Canvas is used to post course
documents, assignments, exams, and grades. You should access it regularly and know
how to download files, submit assignments, take exams, and check grades.
e Grade distribution:
Assignments 135 points
Exams 40 points
Total: 175 points
e QGrading scale:
>90% A >87% A- >83% B+ >80% B >77% B- >73% C+
>70% C >67% C- >63% D+ >60% D >57% D- <57% F

Attendance Policy

All students are to comply with the “Class Attendance Policy” as described in the Ball State
University Undergraduate Catalog. In case of extenuating circumstances (medical condition,
family emergency, field trip, competition, etc.), you need to notify the instructor at your
earliest convenience; otherwise, late submissions will only be accepted within two weeks of
due dates and not eligible for a grade higher than C. aPlus+ will be used to take attendance,
and more than two unexcused absences will result in one grade letter downgrade.

Academic Ethics Policy

Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university
community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the
foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated.
To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic
and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that
upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the complete Student
Academic Ethics Policy.

Copyright Statement

The instructor owns the copyright of course materials including test questions. Students may
not reproduce, distribute, or publicly post course materials without the instructor’s
permission. Selling or distributing course materials may violate the Ball State Code of
Conduct and/or the “Information Technology Users’ Privileges and Responsibilities Policy”.
Any violations will be referred to the Director of Student Rights and Community Standards.

University Statement

We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through
valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those
we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations
or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as
possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with
disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any
accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or

dsd@bsu.edu.
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XII. Tentative Schedule

Please refer to the daily schedule posted on Canvas.

Week Tuesday Thursday
8/18 Overview of printing processes Screen printing basics

8/25 Screen printing basics Screen mesh

9/1 Screen frames Emulsions

9/8 Squeegees Screen printing presses
9/15 One-color screen printing One-color screen printing
9/22 Screen printing with foil Screen printing with foil
9/29 Trapping Trapping

10/6 Fall break Multi-color screen printing
10/13 | Multi-color screen printing Multi-color screen printing
10/20 | No class No class

10/27 | Specialty graphics Types of signs

11/3 Sign printers Sign shops

11/10 | Inkjet printing Vinyl printing and cutting
11/17 | Vinyl printing and cutting Thermography

11/24 | Thermography Thanksgiving break

12/1 Vinyl cutting and heat transfer Vinyl cutting and heat transfer
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