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Course description: One secondary harp lesson per week. Prerequisite: permission of the director of the 
school. A total of 30 credits may be earned, but no more than 4 in any one semester or term. 

Course objectives: The purpose of this course is to aid students in developing and increasing their 
understanding and mastery of the harp. By the end of the semester, students will have achieved the 
following objectives:  

1. Development and refinement of the fundamental technical skills that are essential for good 
tone production and relaxed playing 

2. Achievement of a level of musicality that prepares the student for participation within the 
musical community 

3. Competency in performance preparation and stage deportment 

Objectives will be achieved primarily through practice, performance in harp studio recitals, and 
additional performance settings. 

Grades: Grades are primarily based on attendance of lessons, preparation for each lesson, and 
individual achievement. During each semester, certain events will be required for students to attend 
(unless otherwise cleared with me). At the end of the semester, students are expected to perform one 
solo piece (usually in the harp studio recital) as a “final” for the course. 
 
This semester’s studio recital is Saturday, April 25, 2026 at 10:00am in Hahn Hall.  
 
Thus, the breakdown of grades is: 
Lesson preparation/attendance = 90% 
Final performance = 10% 
 

Grading scale:  
100%-95% = A 
86%-83% = B 
76%-73% = C 
66%-63% = D 

94%-90% = A- 
82%-80% = B- 
72%-70% = C- 
62%-60% = D-  

89%-87% = B+ 
79%-77% = C+ 
69%-67% = D+ 
Below 59% = F 

 
Attendance: Attendance at every lesson is expected. If you need to cancel a lesson for any reason other 
than illness or emergency, it is up to you to notify me at least 24 hours in advance in order to guarantee 
a make-up lesson. Lessons cancelled less than 24 hours in advance will be made up only at my 
discretion, based on the circumstances.  
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In the event of illness or emergency, the 24-hour rule does not apply – please notify me as soon as you 
are able.  
 
Lessons that are missed without any prior correspondence outside of personal emergencies (major 
illness, death, accident) will not be made up and will result in complete forfeiture of a grade for that 
lesson.  

Studio classes: Attendance of studio class is not required, but highly encouraged. While there are no 
active studio classes, the time slot is available periodically for special lectures or a chance for students to 
perform for each other before performances. These opportunities will be presented as they arise.  

Harp ensemble: All students are welcome and encouraged to participate in the harp ensemble, but it is 
not required.  

Concert Attendance: All students are required to attend recitals by harp faculty, students, and guest 
artists as listed on the events list. If you are unable to attend a required concert for any reason, you 
must clear it with me prior to the event. Failure to attend a required event will result in lowering your 
grade by one level. Students in a large ensemble are expected to attend performances by their fellow 
students in the other ensembles. 

Performances: Participation in the semester-end studio recital is required, as it serves as the “final 
exam” for this course. Students in MUSP 202 will be required to perform one solo work of their choosing 
(ideally from memory) on the recital.  

Students may be encouraged to pursue other performance opportunities, appropriate with their level of 
playing. 

Keys: Keys for the practice room can be obtained from Ms. Bennett in MU 101 (found on the first floor 
of Hargreaves). There is a $50 deposit and a $30 rental fee. Both the fee and the deposit are charged to 
your bursar account. At the end of the semester, you must turn in your key or renew it, or else you will 
lose your deposit.  

Practice room policy: The door to MIB 146 must remain locked at all times. Because students leave 
personal items in the practice room, please make sure to close the door completely each time you leave 
the room, even if it is for just a minute. When you are finished practicing, make sure that all the pedals 
are in the flat position (all the way up) before you leave the room.  

There is to be no open food or drink in the harp room – items in sealed containers are fine. If you do 
have a beverage (coffee, tea, water, etc) you may not drink it while sitting behind the harp. If something 
spills, please clean it up right away.  

Broken strings: If you notice broken strings on any of the harps, please contact me immediately either 
by phone or e-mail.  

University statement: We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, 
through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we 
serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse.  

Course accommodations: If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, 
please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office 
coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in 
that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-
285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 
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Student Academic Ethics Policy: Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes 
of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten 
the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To 
maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative 
performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the 
highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the VPAA’s academic integrity website (Students tab) for 
resources on understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent 
academic dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, please 
read the University Student Academic Ethics Policy. 

Freedom of Expression: In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that 
values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the 
Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, 
compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please 
review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s 
Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge. 

Title IX: Ball State University is committed to providing a safe and inclusive learning environment for all 
students. If you or someone you know has experienced sexual harassment—including sexual assault, 
dating violence, domestic violence, or stalking, please know that you are not alone. The University offers 
support services and resources. For more information or to report an incident, please visit 
bsu.edu/titleix or contact the Title IX Coordinator at 765-285-1545 or at titleix@bsu.edu 

 


