	                                            PHIL 202 – Ethics (3 credit hours)
                
PHIL 202-1 10962/Fall 2025
NQ 144/TR 9:30-10:45 a.m. (In-person meetings)
Dr. Jeffrey P. Fry, Instructor

Contact Information
jfry@bsu.edu
765 285-1246
NQ 212
Office hours: Tuesday 12:50-1:50 p.m./Thursday 3:30-4:30 p.m., or by appointment

The best way to reach me is by email: jfry@bsu.edu.  In general, I will attempt to respond to emails within 24 hours.  Indeed, often, I will be able to respond promptly.  If I am traveling, the response may be delayed.

Changes to the syllabus may be made as necessary.

Disability Services

If you need course adaptations or accommodations due to a disability, please contact me as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities. You'll need to have documentation on file with them before any accommodations can be provided. You can contact them at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

University Statement
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

Freedom of Expression 
In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge.

Title IX
Ball State University is committed to providing a safe and inclusive learning environment for all students. If you or someone you know has experienced sexual harassment—including sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence, or stalking, please know that you are not alone. The University offers support services and resources. For more information or to report an incident, please visit bsu.edu/titleix or contact the Title IX Coordinator at 765-285-1545 or at titleix@bsu.edu   

As your instructor, I am a mandatory reporter under the Title IX policy and required to report any information I receive about possible sexual harassment. This includes information shared in class discussions, assignments, or private conversations.

What happens after I report? The Title IX Coordinator will email the person who experienced sexual harassment (complainant) and invite them to schedule a meeting. If the complainant chooses to meet with the Title IX Coordinator,
· Title IX Coordinator will offer supportive measures (e.g., counseling, extensions on deadlines, course-related adjustments, changes to work or class schedules, and/or referrals to campus offices), review the policy, and discuss options to move forward.
· If a complaint is filed by the complainant or the University, an investigation will begin following University policy.

University Grade Appeal Policy
If you believe you received a final course grade that does not reflect your performance due to fairness or a procedural issue, you have the right to file an appeal within 5 school days after final grades are posted by the Office of the Registrar. Review the University Grade Appeal Policy and Process.

Student Academic Ethics Policy
Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the VPAA’s academic integrity website (Students tab) for resources on understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, please read the University Student Academic Ethics Policy. 
Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage (cheating), presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and falsifying academic records. Unless otherwise indicated, you must work independently by yourself. Check with me if you are unsure whether something constitutes academic dishonesty. Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:  
· Using resources not authorized by the faculty member (including devices, AI tools, hidden notes, and open books) 
· Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments (Chegg, Course Hero, StudyPool, OneClass, etc.). 
· Without the instructor’s written permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded assignments class notes, exams, study guides, or other course materials to other students or to third-party vendors (Course Hero, Chegg, 24HourAnswers, etc.).
· Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects. 
· Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not. 
· Reusing your own work from another semester, course, or section. 
· Sharing answers with others during exams (passing notes, texting, whispering, gesturing) 
· Discussing exam questions and answers with students who have not taken the exam. 
· Soliciting others to complete work for you.

No Use of Generative AI Permitted 

All work conducted and/or submitted in this course must be your own, completed in accordance with the Ball State University’s Student Academic Ethics Policy. You may not collaborate with or make use of ChatGPT or any other generative AI applications at any time to develop materials submitted in this course. 
 
Course Description

What makes actions and practices right or wrong? What is a good life? How do values inform our everyday choices? Students will examine theories that address these questions and work to develop their own answers; issues may include practical problems in their lives as well as important contemporary issues such as abortion, animal rights, and systems of punishment.



Course Objectives

By the end of the course, students will be able to work independently and/or collaboratively to:
· Explain and interpret ethical issues, in part by identifying their assumptions regarding these issues 
· Reconstruct and debate ethical views by tracing consequences of those views and comparing the plausibility of various positions
· Formulate judgments regarding the plausibility of their ethical views by examining the reasoning used to arrive at those judgments in light of the views of other individuals

Course Rationale

The study of philosophy contributes distinctly and substantially to the development of critical-thinking and problem solving through analytical writing, critical thinking, and verbal argumentation. In reconstructive, original, and synthesizing works concerning complex arguments students learn to eliminate ambiguity while becoming more sensitive to their values and beliefs and the beliefs and values of others. Through critical reading, writing, and speaking about often normative or “big” questions (e.g. questions about issues in medical ethics, or questions about the ethical treatment of nonhuman animals) students in Ethics (PHIL 202) increase their breadth and depth of knowledge, improve their cognitive skills, and examine their responsibilities in a world full of others.

Course Requirements  

Logic Quiz—3%  (on Canvas)
Paper—25%  (2 ½-3 pages of discussion, double-spaced, 11 or 12-point font) (submit in class)
A rough draft of the paper will be due prior to submission of the final draft of the paper (see below).  If a student fails to submit the abstract of the paper the student will be eligible for no higher than a grade of C on the paper.)   
First exam—22%  (in class)
Second exam—25%  (in class)
Third exam—25%  (in class)

In general, late work for the course, if accepted, may be penalized.

Students are doing writing in each of my classes.  For a written exam or a paper, it may take up to 2 weeks to comment on, grade, and return the assignment.

Attendance  

Your attendance is expected. 

If a student accumulates more than 3 unexcused absences in the course and has a borderline grade (.25) at the end of the semester, the student will receive the lower grade.  If a student has 3 or fewer unexcused absences at the end of the semester and has a borderline grade (.25), the student’s grade will be bumped up.  For example, suppose a student has a 92.25 average at the end of the semester.  This is a borderline grade. With 3 or fewer unexcused absences the course grade will be bumped up to a 93 or A.  With more than 3 unexcused absences the course grade will be A-.  (A grade of .5 and above will automatically be bumped up.) 

IMPORTANT:
Starting the third week of the semester there will be a number of in-class group and individual exercises.  You may be asked to submit something at the end of the class period.  In order to be eligible for higher than a C grade for the course you must participate in at least 50% of these exercises.  There will be numerous exercises.


Grading Scale 

A   93-100
A-  90-92
B+ 87-89
B   83-86
B-  80-82
C+ 77-79
C   73-76
C-  70-72
D+ 67-69
D   63-66
D- 55-62
F   Below 55

The instructor reserves the right to curve the grades if he deems it necessary.

Students must complete the assignments in order to pass the class.  Students should try to take the exams at the appointed times.  An incomplete will be awarded only under extenuating circumstances and after consultation with the professor.  

The Learning Center
· The Learning Center offers free tutoring for many courses. We also provide writing and study skills tutoring.  Appointments can be in person (North Quad 350) or virtual via Zoom.
· To make an appointment, visit https://bsu.navigate.eab.com.  You can also download the Navigate Student app. 
· There are also drop-in tutoring times (no appointment necessary) for CHEM 101, 111, 112, ACC 201, 202, 301, ECON 201, 202, 301, MATH 125.  Click here for times and locations.
· We provide testing accommodations for students with disabilities who are registered with Disability Services. Tests may be administered in the Learning Center. Click here for more information.
· Have a quick question and you're not sure you need a tutoring session?  Our tutors have created over 600 mini-tutorials on many different subjects for classes at Ball State!  Click here.
· For more information about all of our programming visit www.bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-285-1006. Email us at learncenter@bsu.edu. 
· Follow us on Instagram: BallStateLC 
The Writing Center
All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays, Bracken Library First Floor West in the evenings, or online during any of our regularly scheduled hours) to get additional feedback on your writing. 
The Writing Center offers free planning, feedback, and accountability sessions (in person and online) to all students composing essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web content, lesson plans, slideshows, poster presentations, resumes, and other digital or print texts. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go to bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are available; however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly!

The Basic Needs Hub

If you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not have a safe and reliable place to sleep, and/or experiencing an emergency or crisis, help is available through the Basic Needs Hub. The Basic Needs Hub has information, resources, and provides individualized support to students.  To talk with a supportive staff member about your experience, receive one on one assistance, or learn more about resources, you can submit a Basic Needs Assistance Form. 

The Counseling Center

The Ball State University Counseling Center offers free and confidential services to all students. The Counseling Center is located in Lucina Hall, Room 320. To schedule an appointment, you can contact us at 765-285-1736. Ball State also offers a 24/7 Crisis Line, which can be reached at 765-285-HOPE (4673). The Crisis Line is a mental health resource for those who are struggling with any mental health concerns, including thoughts of self-harm and/or suicide. 
At the Ball State Counseling Center, we see students for a variety of reasons, some of which include homesickness, relationship concerns, anxiety, and depression. At your first appointment, you will work with a therapist to create a plan that will connect you with resources that best fit your needs. We assist students with getting connected to therapy at our Center as well as connecting students to self-help resources, other on-campus resources, and community-based resources. All Ball State students also have access to several on-demand, self-help resources through a variety of different platforms. All of these resources, including a direct link to our website, can be found here.

Texts 

Russ Shafer-Landau, Living Ethics. New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 2025 (3rd edition)

Tentative Schedule

LE = Living Ethics

Week One
T/August 19
Course Introduction
LE, 3-10, “What is Morality?”
LE, 742-747, “The Truth About Philosophy Majors”

R/August 21
LE, 11-22, “Moral Reasoning”

Week Two 
T/August 26
LE, 11-22, “Moral Reasoning”
LE, 23-34, “Skepticism About Morality”

R/August 28
LE, “Moral Reasoning,” 11-22
LE, 23-34, “Skepticism About Morality”

Week Three
T/September 2
LE, 59-67, “Consequentialism”
LE, 51-56, “Hedonism,” John Stuart Mill
LE, 68-73, “Utilitarianism,” John Stuart Mill

R/September 4 
LE, 59-67, “Consequentialism”
LE, 51-56, “Hedonism” John Stuart Mill
LE, 68-73, “Utilitarianism,” John Stuart Mill


Week Four    
T/September 9   Logic Quiz (Canvas)
LE, 74-83, “Kantian Ethics”
LE, 84-91, “The Good Will and the Categorical Imperative,” Immanuel Kant

R/September 11    
LE, 74-83, “Kantian Ethics”
LE, 84-91, “The Good Will and the Categorical Imperative,” Immanuel Kant

Week Five
T/ September 16
LE, 118-124, “Virtue Ethics”
LE, 124-132, “Nicomachean Ethics,” Aristotle

R/September 18     
LE, 133-139, “Feminist Ethics and the Ethics of Care”
LE, 139-149, “Feminist Ethics,” Kathryn Norlock

Week Six  
T/September 23
First Exam (In Class)

R/September 25  
LE, 153-166, “Abortion”
LE, 167-171, “An Almost Absolute Value in History,” John Noonan
LE, 179-188, “On the Moral and Legal Status of Abortion,” Mary Anne Warren

Week Seven     
T/September 30
LE, 171-179, “A Defense of Abortion,” Judith Jarvis Thomson
DE, 195-201, “Why Abortion is Immoral,” Don Marquis

R/October 2  
LE, 646-658, “Genetic Engineering”
LE, 658-665, “The Case Against Perfection,” Michael Sandel
LE, 666-675, “Genetic Interventions and the Ethics of Enhancement of Human Beings,” Julian Savulescu

Week Eight
T/October 7 Fall Break/No Class 

R/October 9 
LE, 676-683, “Transhumanist Values,” Nick Bostrom

Week Nine      
T/October 14 
LE, chapter 20, 578-592, “The Death Penalty”
LE, 592-594, “On Deterrence and the Death Penalty,” Ernst van den Haag
LE, 594-597, “Civilization, Safety, and Deterrence,” Jeffrey H. Reiman  

R/October 16 
LE, 598-603, “Justifying Legal Punishment,” Igor Primoratz
LE, 603-608, “An Eye for an Eye?,” Stephen Nathanason 

Week Ten
T/October 21
LE, 308-321, “Euthanasia”
LE, 321-324, “The Morality of Euthanasia,” James Rachels
LE, 324-330, “Why Doctors Must Not Kill,” Leon R. Kass

R/October 23
LE, 692-702, “Sex and Gender”
LE, 703-707, “The Harms of Consensual Sex,” Robin West
LE, 707-715, “‘Whether from Reason or Prejudice’: Taking Money for Bodily Services,” Martha C. Nussbaum

Week Eleven
T/October 28 
LE, 716-725, “Is ‘Loving More’ Better? The Values of Polyamory,” Elizabeth Brake

R/October 30
Second Exam (In Class)

Week Twelve    
T/November 4
LE, “Drugs,” 609-622
LE, 622-631, “Against the Legalization of Drugs,” Peter de Marneffe
LE, 631-639, “America’s Unjust Drug War,” Michael Huemer

R/November 6
LE, 639-645, “Permissible Paternalism: Saving Smokers from Themselves,” Robert E. Goodin

Week Thirteen  
T/November 11
First Draft of Paper Due in Class
LE, 261-272, “The Environment”
LE, 272-280, “The Ethics of Respect for the Environment,” Paul Taylor  

R/November 13
LE, “Animals,” 202-214
LE, 214-224, “All Animals Are Equal,” Peter Singer 
LE, 224-233, “Virtue Ethics and the Treatment of Animals,” Rosalind Hursthouse

Week Fourteen   
T/November 18
Final Draft of Paper Due in Class
LE, 234-241, “Experimenting with Animals,” Lori Gruen
LE, 240-252, “Against the Moral Standing of Animals,” Peter Caruthers

R/November 20  
Discussion of War (pacifism, just war theory, and “war is hell”/realism)
 
Week Fifteen
T/November 25    
LE, 336-348, “Economic Justice and Economic Inequality”
LE, 349-358, “A Theory of Justice,” John Rawls
LE, 358-362, “Does Inequality Matter?”, T.M. Scanlon

R/November 27 Thanksgiving Break/No Class

Week Sixteen
T/December 2
LE, 376-389, “Globalization and Immigration”
LE, 411-419, “Refugees and the Right to Control Immigration,” Christopher Heath Wellman
LE, 419- 430, “Open Borders,” Javier Hidalgo

R/December 4
LE, 431-443, “The Legacy of Racism”
LE, 444-450, “Letter from Birmingham Jail,” Martin Luther King, Jr.

Final Exam (In Class): Friday, December 12, 9:45-11:45 a.m.
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