ECYF 485: Family Policy
Summer 2026

Professor:	Dr. Scott S. Hall	Office:		TC 631
Email:	sshall@bsu.edu		Office Hrs:		by appointment
Office Phone:		285-5943	 


Required Readings:	

1. Bogenschneider, K. (2014). Family Policy Matters: How Policymaking Affects Families and What Professionals Can Do (3rd Edition). Routledge.
2. Additional readings and resources posted on Canvas.

Course Description: This course explores the intersection of families and public policy, examining how policies are developed, implemented, and evaluated in relation to family well-being. Students will analyze policy related to key family issues while considering the broader social, economic, and historical contexts that shape family policy.

Course Objectives: Following successful completion of this course students will be able to
1. explain why families are relevant to the creation of public policy
2. articulate how to determine when a policy can be defined as “family policy”
3. describe how the definition of “family” impacts family policy creation
4. explain the processes by which family policy is developed
5. discuss policy related to family issues such as marriage, birth, adoption, caregiving, employment, divorce, and healthcare
6. explain the importance of identifying and minimizing negative unintended consequences of family policy
7. analyze the impact of the larger society on family policy including historical period, civil rights, and economic health
8. explain how people with different perspectives can work together to create effective policy
9. describe how family and child professionals can influence family policy

My Philosophy of Learning: I assume that college students are serious about learning and motivated to be successful. I believe in using teaching techniques that have been scientifically shown to increase the changes of an effective learning environment. I will work to facilitate student learning (students are ultimately responsible for their own education) by encouraging that students do the following with course content: 
1) acquire (students need to read and study), 
2) process (students should think, ponder, critique, and, when applicable, discuss), 
3) apply (students should apply knowledge to own professional/personal circumstances), and
4) act (when applicable, students should practice and use skills-based content) 

Class time will be weighted toward processing information and beginning to apply course information (most application and acting should happen outside of class). 
Every student interested in learning is welcome in my courses. Regardless of your identity, family background, personal challenges, and beliefs, you belong. Thus, we must all work to establish a welcoming and respectful atmosphere. At the same time, I believe that at a university we should consider and analyze a variety of perspectives, even if they challenge popular and comfortable ideas and trends. I do not believe that all possible perspectives are equally right or of equal value, but I try to leave those judgments to students. While it is important to be civil and sensitive when exploring controversial issues, learning is hampered when we feel overly inhibited to express an unpopular opinion or ask a question that appears to challenge a popular idea. Exploring or questioning ideas is not in itself an attack on anyone who endorses and lives accordingly; demeaning the choices of individuals or groups of people, however, is unwelcome.

I believe that learning typically involves active engagement with course materials and often other learners. I encourage students to share responsibility for creating a stimulating learning environment by participating fully in discussions, activities, and assignments. I invite students to ask questions and share their personal concerns about the class with me so that I can respond to students’ efforts to make learning effective.



Course Requirements:

Various other assignments designed to help students reach the objective of the course are described on Canvas. In most weeks you will have content to review, an analytical note, a reflection on something you view, and discussion board posts. Several larger assignments are spread throughout the semester. Note that some repeated assignments will drop a certain number of submissions to give you some additional flexibility. 

Assignment of Points:
	Analytical Notes (13*5) [drop 1 lowest]
	60

	Reflections (10*5) [drop 1 of 1-9]
	45

	Discussions (9*10) [drop 1]
	85

	Ideology Reflection
	20

	Unintended Consequences
	25

	Family Impact Seminar
	30

	Advocacy Experience
	25

	Policy Presentation
	50

	Total
	340

	
	






Policies:

Course content ownership – As the course instructor, I retain the rights to all course content, including this syllabus. Students may not reproduce, distribute, or publicly post course materials without permission. Students also may not record classes without explicit permission to do so. Selling or distributing course materials may violate the Ball State Code of Contact and/or The Information Technology Users' Privileges and Responsibilities Policy. Any violations will be referred to the Director of Student Rights and Community Standards.

Late Assignments – Assignments are submitted through Canvas by 11:59:59 pm on the due date given in the syllabus (unless otherwise noted). It is your responsibility to confirm that your assignment has uploaded (look on Canvas itself). If you have problems, notify me via email and attach the assignment. Late assignments will lose 20% (rounded up) of the assignment points.  
Students with Disabilities – If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact me as soon as possible. Ball State’s Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 
Writing – It is expected that college graduates will write with proper organization, grammar, and spelling. Good writing is a skill and needs to be cultivated. The Writing Center offers free writing feedback sessions (online or face-to-face) to all students. They work with students on essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web content, lesson plans, slideshows, poster presentations, resumes, and more.

BSU Diversity Statement – Ball State University aspires to be a university that attracts and retains a diverse faculty, staff, and student body. We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse as expressed in our Beneficence Pledge and through university resources found at this link.

Academic Honesty and Plagiarism – Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated by the Department of Family and Consumer Sciences.  The Student Academic Ethics Policy can be found under the Student Code in the Calendar of Events Handbook. Avoid plagiarism (representing someone else’s work as your own) by giving proper credit to the sources of the information you use. You should put quotation marks around direct quotes. Avoid cutting and pasting from the internet (or other sources), even if you use quotes—it is better for you to present the information with your own words and to cite the original source of the information itself. 
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