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History 150, Section 010                                                    Fall Semester 2025PRIVATE 
The West in the World

Professor: Dr. Malone
Office: Burkhardt Building 206

Phone: 285-8733

E-mail: camalone@bsu.edu

Office Hours: Monday and Wednesday 2:15-3:45 and by appointment       
Undergraduate Teaching Fellows: Cain Martin (cain.martin@bsu.edu) and Sam Vance (samuel.vance@bsu.edu)
Office hours to be announced
Course Description and Objectives
Course Description

This course will examine the development of Western Civilization since its origins with emphasis on key problems, turning points, and recurring themes, especially since circa 1500. It will also show the way peoples around the globe helped shape Western Civilization and felt its influence. The recurring themes of this course are society and social change, intellectual and cultural developments, science and technology, population and the environment, globalization and migration, international relations and conflict, politics and political ideology, and religion.

Course Objectives

The goal of this foundation course in the University Core Curriculum-21 is to educate students so that they are historically literate. To achieve this goal, it will combine an emphasis on student acquisition and mastery of historical knowledge and an understanding of historical thinking and methodology. **Details at the end of the syllabus. 

*****Course Requirements and Grades for Hist 150
Required Text:
Elie Wiesel, Night
There is one required text for the course—Night.  I will place copies of Night on reserve at the Circulation Desk in Bracken Library for you to borrow.
*****In place of a textbook I have posted readings in Canvas.
Examinations 
There will be 5 exams, and they will be made up of 50 multiple choice questions based upon lectures, the readings, and primary source materials. Each exam is worth 20% of the final grade. 
You will take the exams through Canvas. You will have 50 minutes to complete each exam. The time frame for each exam is indicated in the Class Schedule.
Study sessions will be held during the class period on the days indicated in the Class Schedule.
Make-Up Exams

These exams will be available in case of illness or emergency. If this is the case, you must contact me before the scheduled exam, and we will make the necessary arrangements. 

Make-up exams should be completed in a timely manner and MUST be completed by the last day of class during the semester.
Extra-Credit Assignments

You will have the opportunity to earn extra-credit points by completing assignments based on Night and other readings/video clips during the semester. Some of these assignments will be completed online while others will be done in class.
These extra-credit assignments will be either multiple-choice questions or a written answer to a question or questions based on a video clip and/or primary sources. In the latter case, your answer should include specific information from the assigned material(s). Do not use information from outside sources, including websites, ChatGPT, and AI. If you do so, you will not receive any credit. You must do your own original work!
The point value for the assignments will vary. I encourage you to do these assignments as the extra-credit points can have a significant impact on your final average.

Late extra-credit assignments will not be accepted under any circumstances (including family and medical emergencies).

Course Grade

The final course grade will be based upon the 5 exams and any extra-credit points earned during the semester. GRADES WILL BE POSTED IN CANVAS. I DO NOT ROUND UP GRADES.

Grading Scale

The exam and final course grades will be based upon the following plus/minus scale:

   93-100= A     77-79= C+      Under 60= F

   90-92= A-      73-76= C       
                          70-72= C-       

   87-89= B+

   83-86= B       67-69= D+

   80-82= B-      63-66= D

                          60-62= D-

Course Policies

Attendance Policy
I do not take attendance in this class, but you should attend class regularly unless you have a family or medical emergency. If so, please contact me and I can provide information about the lectures/assignments that you missed.
Classroom Behavior

To promote the right kind of learning atmosphere in Hist 150, I will ask all members of the class to abide by the following guidelines for classroom conduct. Please do not
* bring and consume food or drinks in class

* use laptops and tablets in inappropriate ways during class

* carry on running conversations during class

* begin to pack up book and belongings before the end of class

*****The use of university information technology resources (for example, Canvas or University email) to advertise for NoteHall, OneClass, CouresHero, or other commercial services is a violation of university policy. Section Nine, “Suspension of Services and Other Sanctions,” of Ball State’s Information Technology Users’ Privileges and Responsibilities states that violations of this nature “may result in penalties ranging from a reprimand and temporary loss of access, to referral to the appropriate university office for imposition of further evaluation and possible sanctions including the possibility of expulsion from the university.”
*****How to Succeed in Hist 150: Class Preparation and Advice

Class Preparation
In this course we will combine in-class meetings with some online exercises. For an overview of the entire semester see the Class Schedule section of the syllabus. 
History 150 covers a great deal of material very quickly. To succeed you need to attend class on a regular basis and to take detailed, accurate notes.
Prior to each class meeting you should complete the reading posted in Canvas. This reading will provide background information for the lecture. 
****I will be posting an outline before each class, and you should have an electronic or print copy of it available in class. The class outlines give you an overview of the main themes for each class meeting and include people, places, and terms as well as statistics and primary-source quotes that we will cover in class. 
Finally, when we are going to discuss primary source materials in class, I will post them along with questions for you to think about while reading them. Let them guide you in your preparation for class discussion. Make sure that you have an electronic or print copy of these materials available in class.
Canvas
To stay on top of things in History 150, you need to access Canvas on a regular basis (I would suggest every day); always check for new Announcements about upcoming deadlines and possible changes in our class meetings. 

Office Hours

If you need any assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me during my office hours. You can stop by my office, BB 206, call me at 285-8733, or email me at camalone@bsu.edu.
University Policies and Statements
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. 
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact me as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.
In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge. Here is the link: https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/freedom-of-expression-statement
Academic dishonesty, in any form, will not be tolerated. On this important subject, the University’s Student Academic Ethics Policy is clear:

“Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the University community. Academic dishonesty by a student will not be tolerated, for it threatens the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity.”
Class Schedule (Topics/Reading Assignments/Other Materials) 
Module I (August 18-22): Week 1
    18: Introduction to the Course

    20: UCC-21 Information and Classical Greece

    22: Classical Greece

Reading: Athenian Democracy
                Classical Greece
Module II (August 25-29): Week 2
   25: Class Discussion of Perspectives on Athenian Democracy/The Roman Empire
   27: The Roman Empire 
   29: The Roman Empire
Reading: Perspectives on Athenian Democracy*
                The Roman Empire      Seneca
                Vibia Perpetua, Vibia Perpetua Martyrdom 
Video: Brutal Gameplay
Module III (September 1-5): Week 3
     1: NO CLASS—LABOR DAY
     3: Medieval Society
     5: Medieval Society (con’t)/The Medieval University
Module IV (September 8-12): Week 4
     8: The Medieval University (con’t)  
   10: Medieval Religion
   12: Study Session for Test #1*****
Reading: Primary Sources for the Medieval University

*****Test #1 will be available in Canvas from 2 p.m. on September 12 until 11:59 p.m. on September 16    
Module V (September 15-19): Week 5
15 & 17: Europeans in the Atlantic World
         19: Online Class/Exercise: The Atlantic Slave Trade           

         21: Extra-credit based on L’Aurore Slave Ship Video/Equiano’s Travels is due by
               11:59 p.m.
Reading: The Columbian Exchange
                Sugar Plantations
                Excerpt from Equiano’s Travels
Video: L’Aurore Slave Ship
Module VI (September 22-26): Week 6
22 & 24: The Making of the “Modern” Outlook
                Podcast on Gutenberg

         26: Industrialization

Reading: The Enlightenment

                Industrialization  

Podcast: Gutenberg

Module VII (September 29-October 3): Week 7
29 & Oct. 1: Industrialization
                 3: Online Class/Exercise: Styal Mill Video 
                     Extra-credit assignment based on the video is due by 11:59 p.m.

Reading: Primary Sources for the First Industrial Revolution

               The Industrial City
Video: Styal Mill Video

Module VIII (October 6-10): Week 8

          6: NO CLASS—FALL BREAK

          8: Study Session for Test #2******         
        10: An Imperial Age
Reading: Imperialism 

*****Test #2 will be available in Canvas from 2 p.m. on October 8 until 11:59 p.m. on October 12

Module IX (October 13-17): Week 9
    13: An Imperial Age con’t

    15: World War I: A New Kind of War
    17: Online Class/Exercise: Trench Warfare: The Battle of the Somme Video/

           World War I Poetry
    19: Extra-credit based on World War I Poetry is due by 11:59 p.m.
Reading: World War I 


                World War I Poetry

Videos: King Leopold’s Ghost
             The Battle of the Somme
Module X (October 20-24): Week 10
    20: Homefront Experiences
    22: The Aftermath of the “Great War”

    24: Study Session for Test #3*****

*****Test #3 will be available in Canvas from 2 p.m. on October 24 until 11:59 p.m. on October 28
Module XI (October 27-31): Week 11
    27: Revolution in Russia
    29: Stalin
    31: Nazi Germany
Reading: Primary Source for Stalin’s “Revolution from Above”

               Nazi Germany

Module XII (November 3-7): Week 12
          3: Nazi Germany
   5 & 7: World War II

Reading: World War II

                Primary sources for the ‘Blitz’ of London

Video: The Triumph of the Will 

Module XIII (November 10-14): Week 13
     10: World War II
     12: Study Session for Test #4*****
     14: Anti-Semitism in Nazi Germany                 
Primary Sources for Anti-Semitism in Nazi Germany

Videos: Saving Private Ryan
*****Test #4 will be available in Canvas from 2 p.m. on November 12 until 11:59 p.m. on November 16
Module XIV (November 17-21): Week 14
    17: The Holocaust

          Extra-credit #7 based on Night is due by 11:59 p.m.

    19: Living in the Nuclear Age

    21: Mass Consumerism
Reading: Elie Wiesel, Night
                Mass Consumerism
Video: Night and Fog
            Duck and Cover
Module XV (November 24-28): Week 15
    24: Online Lecture/Exercise: Youth Consumerism and Culture in the 1960s

          The Who Video

26 & 28: NO CLASS—THANKSGIVING BREAK
Module XVI (December 1-5): Week 16
Dec. 1: Globalization
 3 & 5: Living in the Technological Age

Reading: Globalization
                Tim Berners-Lee Reading
        8: Study Session for the Final Exam
*****The Final Exam is available from 2 p.m. on December 8 until 11:59 p.m. on December 12
*****History 150 and UCC-21

HIST 150 will enable the students to make the Experience→ Information (E→I) transformation through a number of active-learning strategies that include modified lectures and a number of in-class exercises revolving around the use of primary and secondary source materials. These pedagogies will help students understand:

· the difference between a primary and secondary source

· historical methodology—how historians use primary and secondary sources to establish historical facts and interpretations of historical events

· historical thinking—how theories and context influence the ways historians think about historical episodes and construct their interpretations

· and recognize the different fields of history—political, diplomatic, military, economic, social, cultural, and intellectual

· and recognize the different approaches taken by historians as they reflect upon the experiences of the past

Students in HIST 150 will develop 3 of the 4 cognitive skills associated with the E→I transformation:

1. accurately observe (read) and reconstruct (write, speak) elements of history to develop new ideas.

2. describe or explain how theory or context influences the use of elements of history to generate new information or insights. 

3. use diverse ways to experience historical works (e.g. primary and secondary sources).

HIST 150 further enables students to accomplish the Information→Knowledge (I→K) transformation through a variety of active-learning strategies that include modified lectures and a number of in-class exercises revolving around the use of primary and secondary source materials. These pedagogies will help students: 

· think critically about primary and secondary sources

· critically evaluate a wide array of primary source documents relevant to a particular historical event or development

· analyze particular historical events and developments from multiple perspectives and identify factors that shaped those perspectives

· identify themes and trends in history

Students in HIST 150 will develop 2 of the 6 cognitive skills associated with the I→K transformation:

1. analyze data, events, styles, themes, and developments to reveal patterns of information or create new ones.

2. integrate information from multiple sources to develop new knowledge and insights.

Assessment of Student Learning Outcomes

Student learning outcomes will be assessed through application-based test questions. They are intended to measure both historical knowledge and the cognitive transformations associated with UCC-21. They also ask students to apply what they have learned about historical thinking and methodology in this class.


