HISTORY 150
 THE WEST IN THE WORLD
SPRING 2026


Course Description	

This is a survey of the development of the West since its origins, with an emphasis on the period after 1500. The course examines the history of the West within a global context and explores how interactions and encounters with other civilizations shaped the West.  Through class meetings, discussions, online assignments, and readings in secondary works and primary sources, you will have the opportunity to acquire a deeper understanding of the civilization of the West and to develop as well a greater appreciation for the values and traditions of other civilizations. The recurring themes of this course are social and political change, intellectual and religious developments, breakthroughs in science and technology, international relations and globalization, and the changing relationship between humans and the natural world.


There are no prerequisites for History 150. 


Course Objectives

 History 150 is a foundation course in the University Core Curriculum-21; for a detailed discussion of course objectives, see the final two pages of the syllabus.


Required Reading

In line with the TABS (Textbook Affordability at Ball State) initiative, there will not be an assigned textbook for History 150; instead, I will post in Canvas a variety of online readings, documentaries, and podcasts to supplement the topics that we will cover in class. 


Canvas: Course Materials and Communication

To stay on top of things in History 150, you need to access Canvas on a regular basis (three or more times a week); always check for new Announcements about upcoming deadlines and possible changes in our class meetings. Each week you should also check “Activities” for the current Module; it will list the class topics, the online readings, documentaries, podcasts, and the extra-credit assignments for that week. For an overview of the entire semester (and the due dates for all examinations and extra-credit assignments), see the “Class Meetings” section of the syllabus.

For each class meeting, bring with you to class a copy of the class outline for that day. The class outlines give you an overview of the main themes for each class meeting and include unfamiliar names, places, and terms as well as statistics and primary-source quotes that we will cover in class. The class outlines for the different sections of History 150 can be found in Modules 1, 4, 8, 11 and 14.

To promote the right kind of learning atmosphere in History 150, I will ask members of the class to abide by the following guidelines for classroom conduct:

* please do not record class meetings;
* please do not use laptops, tablets, or phones in inappropriate ways during class; 
* please do not carry on running conversations during class;
* please do not bring food or supersized meals into the classroom;
* please do not begin to pack up books and belongings before the end of class.

To support a respectful academic community that encourages the free exchange of ideas and civil discourse, I will also ask members of the class to respect different perspectives and to challenge ideas, not people.


Assignments and Grades in History 150

Examinations.  During the semester, there will be four examinations. You will be responsible for ALL topics that are covered in class and in the class materials on Canvas:  online readings, extra-credit assignments, podcasts, and documentaries. Most of the exam questions (typically at least 40 of the 50 questions) will be drawn from the material that we cover in class; as you prepare for the exam, focus on the class outlines and your class notes. Each of the four exams will consist of fifty multiple-choice questions and will count 20% of the course grade; together, they will count 80% of the course grade. To check your exam scores, go to “Grades” on Canvas.

A week or so before each exam, I will post on Canvas the study guide for the exam. The study guide for each exam, along with the exam itself, will appear in chronological order in a separate Module. The teaching fellows will also hold an in-class study session during our usual meeting time. For more details, see the “Class Meetings” section of the syllabus.

Because of the timed nature of the exams, you will not have time to look up the answer to each question. You will have fifty minutes to complete each exam and will need to complete the exam during the testing period (typically five days). You will be able to take each exam twice during the testing period for the exam. Canvas will record your highest grade as the final grade for the exam. If you take the exam only once during the testing period, you cannot take it a second time after the testing period is over. No Exceptions. 

For more details on the timing and availability of the exams, see the “Class Meetings” section of the syllabus. When you take the exam in Canvas, you should always try to use a reliable wireless connection or a wired connection; a bad wireless connection can lead to problems. You should also try to use a computer, not an iPad or Phone, to take the exam. I would recommend that you try to use Chrome as your browser; Canvas sometimes has problems with Safari. 
If you cannot take an examination during the scheduled testing period, because of a family or medical emergency, you will need to contact me ahead of time and to provide written verification of the emergency.

Final Examination. The final examination will not be comprehensive. It will only cover the new material after examination four. It will be available in Canvas for five days; it will consist of fifty multiple-choice questions and will count 20% of the course grade. You will be able to take the final exam twice. Canvas will record your highest grade as the final grade for the exam. To check your final examination score, go to “Grades” on Canvas. Because of the tight schedule for the submission of final grades, there will be NO make ups. You must take the final exam during the five-day window. After May1, you will no longer be able to submit assignments through Canvas. 


Extra-Credit Assignments. Over the course of the semester, there will be four extra-credit assignments in Canvas; each will be worth five extra-credit points.  You will have three days to complete and submit the exercise. For more details on the timing and availability of these assignments, see the “Class Meetings” section of the syllabus. 

Worth together a total of twenty points, these extra-credit assignments can together raise your final grade four points (for example, from 79/C+ to 83/B).   Late extra-credit assignments will not be accepted under any circumstances (including family and medical emergencies). No Exceptions. To check on the extra-credit points for these assignments, go to “Grades” on Canvas. To get the extra-credit feature to work properly in Canvas, I have to set its point value at zero. When you complete the assignment, I then grade your assignment and add the extra-credit points. 

ChatGPT and AI. The use of AI programs to write and revise student writing is both new and controversial. In the case of extra-credit Canvas assignments in History 150, do not use AI programs or websites. Focus on the assigned materials in Canvas! To receive credit, you will need to use specific examples from all of the assigned materials.



Grading Scale:

You will receive a letter grade based on Ball State University’s plus/minus system shown below. To receive credit for the course, you will need to have a final grade of 60 (D-) or above. 

93-100 = A
90-92 = A-

87-89 = B+
83-86 = B
80-82 = B-

77-79 = C+
73-76 = C
70-72 = C-

67-69 = D+
63-66 = D
60-62 = D-

Below 60 = F

Academic dishonesty, in any form, will not be tolerated.  On this important subject, the University's Student Academic Ethics Policy is clear and to the point: 

“Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the University community. Academic dishonesty by a student will not be tolerated, for it threatens the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge. To maintain its credibility and
reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity.”

University Policies and Statements

We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.


In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. To access Ball State’s Freedom of Expression website, go to the Welcome to History 150 Module in Canvas. 

Class Attendance 

 Over the course of the semester, I will periodically take attendance and will use Navigate to make regular attendance reports; however, I do not have a formal attendance policy.  I would urge you, nevertheless, to come to class. History 150 covers a great deal of material very quickly. To succeed you need to attend class on a regular basis and to review each week the assigned Canvas materials.
CLASS MEETINGS

Week 1 Module

January 5: Introduction to History 150
January 7: Hunter-Gatherers and the Neolithic Revolution 
January 9: The First Civilization: the Sumerians

Week 2 Module

January 12: The Polis and Athenian Democracy
January 14: Empire and the Pax Romana; Extra-Credit 1 Seneca on Gladiators and Violence (available January 14-16) 
January 16: The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire


Week 3 Module

January 19:  MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DAY
January 21: The Rise of Christianity
January 23: Islam and the West	


Week 4 Module
 
January 26: Study Session. EXAMINATION ONE (available January 26 at 4:00 pm until January 30 at 11:59 pm)
January 28: Manorialism and Peasant Life
January 30: The Rise of the University    
 


Week 5 Module

February 2: The Columbian Exchange
February 4: Luther and the German Reformation
February 6: The Scientific Revolution; Extra-Credit 2 The Slave Ship (available February 6-8)
   	 

Week 6 Module

February 9: The Enlightenment
February 11: The Atlantic Revolutions,1750-1830; read first “The Enlightenment and the Atlantic Revolutions” class notes
February 13: India, Britain, and the Coming of the Industrial Revolution

  Week 7 Module

February 16: Steam, Work, and Time Discipline in the Industrial Revolution
February 18: Study Session. EXAMINATION TWO (available February 18 at 4:00 pm until February 22 at 11:59 pm)
February 20: STUDENT HISTORY CONFERENCE


Week 8 Module

February 23: The City and the First Urban Society
February 25: Crime and Punishment in the Nineteenth Century
February 27: The Rise of Consumer Society; Extra-Credit 3 Casta Paintings and Colonial Mexico (available February 27-March 1)


Week 9:  Spring Break! (March 1-8)


Week 10 Module

March 9: Planes, Trains, and Automobiles
March 11: Marx, Engels, and Scientific Socialism
March 13: Darwin and Darwinism 

Week 11 Module

March 16: Democratic Politics, Women, and the Vote      	
March 18: Study Session. EXAMINATION THREE (available March 18 at 4:00 pm until March 22 at 11:59 pm)
March 20: The New Imperialism, 1850-1914
        

 Week 12 Module
                               
March 23: The Great War; Read first “International Politics and the Outbreak of War” class notes
March 25: The Russian Revolutions of 1917 to the Rise of Stalin
March 27: Life and Terror in the Soviet Union


Week 13 Module
 
March 30: Hitler and the Rise of the Nazi Party
April 1: World War Two, Day One; read first “Hitler and the Road to War” class notes
April 3: World War Two, Day Two


Week 14 Module

April 6: Study Session.  EXAMINATION FOUR (available April 6 at 4:00 pm until April 10 at 11:59 pm)
April 8: The Holocaust
April 10: Origins of the Cold War

	
Week 15 Module

April 13: Gandhi and Indian Independence
April 15: The People’s Republic of China: State Socialism to Market Socialism
April 17: The Decline and Fall of the Soviet Union


Week 16 Module

April 20: Population Growth and the Modern World
April 22: The Environment and the Modern World 
April 24: Information Systems and the Modern World; Extra-Credit 4 Tim Berners-Lee and “three sources of dysfunction affecting today’s web” (available April 24-26)


April 27: Study Session. FINAL EXAMINATION (available April 27 at 4:00 pm until May 1 at 11:59 pm). After May 1, you will no longer be able to submit assignments through Canvas.
                                                 

                                               
















Course Objectives


As a foundation course in the University Core Curriculum-21, this course is designed to help students to become historically literate. To achieve this goal, it will combine an emphasis on the acquisition and mastery of historical knowledge and an understanding of historical thinking and methodology. 




History 150 will enable students to make the Experience to Information (E-I) transformation through a number of active learning strategies: modified lectures and writing exercises. These pedagogies will help student to understand:

   * the difference between a secondary work and a primary source;
   * the different interpretative  approaches to understanding  the experiences of the past;
   * historical methodology (how historians use secondary works and primary sources to establish historical facts and to interpret historical events);
    * historical thinking (how theories and context influence the ways in which historians think about and interpret historical episodes);
    * the different fields in history (political, military, social, economic, cultural, and intellectual).




 Students in History 150 will develop three of the four cognitive skills in the Experience to Information transformation:

   * accurately observe and reconstruct elements of history to develop new ideas;
   * describe or explain how theory or context influences the use of elements in history to generate new information or insights;
   * use diverse ways to experience historical works (for example, primary sources and secondary works).


History 150 enables students to accomplish the Information to Knowledge (I-K) transformation through a variety of active learning strategies:  modified lectures and writing exercises. These pedagogies will help students:

* to think critically about primary sources and secondary works;
* to evaluate critically a wide array of primary sources relevant to a particular historical event or development;
* to analyze particular historical events and developments from multiple perspectives and to identify factors that shaped those perspectives;
* to identify themes and trends in history.
Students in History 150 will develop two of the six cognitive skills in the Information to Knowledge transformation: 

* analyze data, events, styles, themes, and developments to reveal patterns of information or to create new ones;
* integrate information from multiple sources to develop new knowledge and insights.


Assessment of Student Learning Outcomes. Student learning outcomes will be assessed through application-based exam questions and writing exercises.  The goal of these assignments is to measure historical knowledge and UCC-21 cognitive transformations. They also encourage students to apply what they have learned about historical thinking and methodology.



