
English 104: 
Composing Research

Course Goals

Welcome to English 104: Composing Research! In this course, we will walk
through the processes of researching and writing, centered around themes of

home and place. This course will involve discussion, lectures, and in-class
writing workshop time, meaning every class is important! 

Course Description

ENG 104: Composing Research (3 hours) applies the fundamentals of
rhetoric to the research process: methods of research; the rhetorical nature
of research; elements, strategies, and conventions common to research
writing, including multimodal presentations of new knowledge. This class
fulfills the university requirement for ENG 104.

Align research questions with appropriate research methods.
Employ critical thinking in evaluation, speculation, analysis, and
synthesis required to evolve and complete a research project.
Use a variety of strategies to gather and organize information
appropriate for the context and persuasive to the intended
audience.
Use the university research library to forward research agenda.
Engage in collaborative research.
Employ format, syntax, punctuation, and spelling appropriate to
various rhetorical situations in a stylistically sophisticated manner.
Collect, analyze, and organize research information in verbally and
visually compelling ways.
Take initiative for the development and completion of individual and
joint research projects.

Dr. Kathryn Ludwig (she/her) | kludwig@bsu.edu
Rachael Bull (she/her) | Rachael.Bull@bsu.edu 

Robert Bell 109
Tuesday/Thursday  2:00pm-3:15pm



BallPoint 2 is your only required text for this class, and it is completely free
to you as a Ball State student. You can find the Ballpoint 2 linked on
Canvas in the Class Resources module. You will need a password to access
the textbook! The password is chirp104

All other required readings will be linked in Canvas. 

Major Projects

You will be required to complete four major projects for this class:
Major Project 1: Data Mapping Partner Project

In this unit, we will discuss maps, primary research, and the
importance of place. For this project, you will work with a partner to
collect data and create a map based on places you and your
partner went last semester. Then you will create a 

Major Project 2: Annotated Bibliography and Proposal
This assignment will be the formal document that establishes your
research intentions for the final researched paper. Your research
topic will explore the history, folklore, environment, and cultural
identity of a specific place in the United States. You will develop a
research question and write a proposal based on preliminary
research. the annotated bibliography is a Works Cited or References
page with a paragraph-length annotation for each citation
explaining what the source is about and how it is relevant to your
research project. 

Major Project 3: Place-Based Research Paper
For this project, you will write a paper of approximately 8-10 pages.
This paper will require you to conduct research into the history,
folklore, environment, and cultural identity of a specific place in the
United States. 

Major Project 4: Persuasive Multimodal Project
For this project, you will create a multimodal composition intended
to either persuade or dissuade any potential visitors to the place you
wrote about for your Place Research Paper. Choose one aspect of
your place (History, Folklore, Environment, or Culture) and use the
research you conducted to make an argument for why someone
should or should not visit this place.

Required Texts



In this class, we’ll be following a style of assessment called contract
grading. Essentially, this means I will not be giving you a percentage grade
for each assignment. Instead, I will give you an assignment sheet with the
specifications, and you will be assessed on whether or not you meet the
specifications. If you meet the requirements, the assignment counts as
complete. If you don’t, it’s incomplete. Your final course grade will be
determined based on how many completed assignments you have. I will still
be giving feedback on each of your assignments. Please Note: The
university requires grade of C or higher to pass and fulfill the core
curriculum requirements.

Grades are calculated as follows:
To Earn an A

complete all 4 of the major projects 
complete 90% or more of minor assignments 
meet the attendance requirement

To Earn a B
complete all 4 of the major projects 
complete 80-89% of minor assignments 
meet the attendance requirement

To earn a C
complete all 4 of the major projects 
complete 70-79% of minor assignments 
OR miss 11 classes

To earn a D
complete all 4 of the major projects 
complete 60-69% of minor assignments 
miss 12 classes

To earn an F
You do not meet the requirements for a D.

Grading Policy



    Being present for class is a way to get the most out of this course. You 
have an opportunity to learn from and with your classmates this semester. 
You get more learning done when you’re here! As a result of that, your 
attendance will be a part of your grade this semester. You’re allowed to 
miss up to 10 classes with no penalties, but after that, your grade will 
decrease according to our assessment guidelines, found on page 7 of this 
syllabus. You can view the number of your absences in Canvas. 
    That said, if you are feeling ill, please stay home. Let me know at least 
1 hour ahead of class time to receive a Zoom link so you can attend from 
afar. If an emergency arises where you cannot participate in class at all, 
you can meet with me during office hours to go over what you missed.

Approved absences (by Ball State) include disability accommodations, 
pregnancy, hospitalization, or medical leave, bereavement leave, religious 
observance, jury duty or court witness leave, military leave, and Ball State 
approved events. Absences may also be excused on a case-by-case basis.

If you anticipate not attending class for any reason, I ask that you 
please send me an email in advance to let me know.

Revisions
No matter how effective of a writer we may think we are, there is always
room for improvement and revision. In this course, if you receive an
incomplete on a major project, you are allowed the opportunity to
revise that project once. I will give you specific feedback on what needs to
be changed, and you will have one week from when you receive your grade
and feedback to turn in your revised project. If you do not meet this
deadline, or you turn something in that is not yet meeting completion
requirements, the project will stay marked as incomplete. You are
encouraged to check the requirements checklist for each project before
turning in your work. If you have questions during the revision process, please
meet with me or schedule an appointment with the Writing Center. 
Please note: there is no revising allowed on the final major project, due
to the quick turnaround of final semester grades.

Attendance Policy



    As writers, especially writers in a rhetoric course, we use ideas and
information from a large variety of places. As such, it is absolutely necessary
for you to cite where you’re getting your information from—this practice gives
appropriate credit to those whose work you use. The policy on academic
integrity can be found in the Student Handbook, under “Student Academic
Ethics Policy.” You must document all sources you use, whether quoting
them directly or paraphrasing.
    If you are ever in any doubt about what is acceptable, please ask. A
breach of academic integrity may result in failure for the course, not just the
assignment. 
    In an age where AI is quickly gaining popularity, as rhetoricians and writers,
we have a responsibility to think about it and use it ethically. As a result of
these imperatives, please note that ANY use of generative AI (including,
but not limited to: ChatGPT, Gemini, Copilot, etc.) in a project must be
approved by me prior to the project’s submission, and it must be
acknowledged in the writing by you. If those two things do not both
happen, your assignment will be marked as incomplete. If you are ever in any
doubt about what is acceptable, please ask. If we communicate ahead of it,
it makes it drastically easier to handle potential pitfalls that you may run into.

Accommodations

    We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are
welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews
represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture
of respect and civil discourse. 
    If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a
disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball
State’s Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with
disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office
before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be
contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

Academic Integrity



Course Schedule
Unit 1
1/6: Course Introduction
1/8: ENG 103 Review, introduce MP1
1/13: Maps, Rhetoric, and Multimodality
1/15: Research and Research Questions
1/20: Presenting Data Visually
1/22: Research Goals and Conclusions
1/27: Peer Review for MP1
1/29: Research Ethics and Revisions
MP1 due 2/1 by 11:59pm

Unit 2
2/3: Introduce MP2
2/5: Identifying a Research Topic
2/10: Folklore Library Day
2/12: Research Process
2/17: Annotated Bibliography
2/19: Research Proposal
2/24: Peer Review for MP2
2/26: Formatting and Revisions
MP2 due 3/1 by 11:59pm

3/3-3/5 Spring Break

Unit 3
3/10: Introduce MP3
3/12: Outlining and Writing Process 
3/17: Organizing a Paper
3/19: Introductions and Conclusions 
3/24: Peer Review for MP3
3/26: Revisions
3/31: No Class, Conferences
4/2: No Class, Conferences
MP3 due 4/5 by 11:59pm

Unit 4
4/7: Introduce MP4
4/9: Remixing Research
4/14: Visual Design
4/16: Accessibility & Workshop
4/21: Peer Review for MP4
4/23: Revisions and Review
MP4 due during exam period

A more detailed course schedule featuring readings and due dates for
minor assignments is available on Canvas.


