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DISS 799 Doctoral Dissertation 

Department of Educational Studies 

Fall Semester 2025 

Instructor Information 

Somanita Kheang, Ph.D., Ed.D. 

Adult and Community Education  

Department of Educational Studies 

Teachers College, Room 815 

Ball State University, Muncie, IN 

Email: somanita.kheang@bsu.edu  

Canvas Address: 
https://bsu.instructure.com 

Office Hours: Flexible by appointment. 

*Please email me for individual assistance. I 
will get back to you within 24 hours if not 
before. 

 

Phone: 765-285-5471 

Zoom Personal Room Address:    
https://bsu.zoom.us/my/somanita.kheang?
pwd=ekhrUjR6OHVsNlFiOWp0RTRMTzd
GUT09

BSU Mission Statement 

The mission of the professional education program at Ball State University is to prepare 
engaged educational experts who are sensitive and responsive to the contextual bases of 
teaching, learning, and development. 

Course Information 

Course Description 

A total of 24 credits may be earned. Must be taken for a minimum of 10 credits. Must also be 
taken for a minimum of three credits each academic semester.  See "Stage 3: Dissertation 
Completion" for details of the continuous enrollment policy that applies once the first credits 
of DISS 799 have been taken. Offered credit/no credit only. Prerequisite: permission of the 
graduate advisor. [from BSU Graduate Catalog] 

mailto:somanita.kheang@bsu.edu
https://bsu.instructure.com/
https://bsu.zoom.us/my/somanita.kheang?pwd=ekhrUjR6OHVsNlFiOWp0RTRMTzdGUT09
https://bsu.zoom.us/my/somanita.kheang?pwd=ekhrUjR6OHVsNlFiOWp0RTRMTzdGUT09
https://bsu.zoom.us/my/somanita.kheang?pwd=ekhrUjR6OHVsNlFiOWp0RTRMTzdGUT09
https://bsu.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2025-2026/graduate-catalog/the-graduate-school/doctoral-degrees/stages-of-doctoral-completion/stage-3-dissertation-completion
https://bsu.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2025-2026/graduate-catalog/the-graduate-school/doctoral-degrees/stages-of-doctoral-completion/stage-3-dissertation-completion
https://bsu.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2025-2026/graduate-catalog/courses/diss-dissertation/700/diss-799
https://ballstate.box.com/s/kdqz4lgm1rkbzxktmnxxd000t3b8sqi3
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Course Rationale 

This course provides an opportunity to prepare for your doctoral experience by developing the 
proposal, collecting data, analyzing data, writing the document, and other activities to be ready 
to complete the doctoral process. The course plan is individualized and is proposed prior to 
registering for this course. 

Course Objectives 

1. Learners will finalize and defend their doctoral dissertation. 

2. Learners will establish timelines, benchmarks, and process that help them in managing the 
doctoral research process. 

3. Learners will reflect on their own learning processes. 

4. Learners will gain confidence in their skills as educators of adults. 

5. Learners will understand/articulate their positions on moral, ethical, and politically sensitive 
issues in adult education 

6. Learners will use reflective learning techniques throughout this course (via Internet or other 
communication with instructor and other students). 

Questions on Syllabus or Course Content 

This syllabus may change or be updated throughout the semester. If you have a question 
regarding the syllabus or course content, you may email me directly at 
somanita.kheang@bsu.edu.  

Course Timeline and Assignments 

As this is an independent course, the learner is expected to complete a timeline and goal setting 
plan by the end of the 2nd week.  

The learners will provide both a status update each month, September, October, November, and 
December. These assignments will ensure that the student is completing their agreed work. This 
accounts for 60% of the grade. 

The updated dissertation document will be due as the main project for completion of the course. 
This accounts for 40% of the grade.  

Course Expectations and Policies 

Application of Adult Education Teaching and Learning Theories 

This course models and demonstrates adult learning theories, especially those of andragogy, 
self-directed learning, collaborative learning, and critical reflection. As a student, you are an 
active and integral stakeholder in your and others’ learning. 
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Each student comes to the course with rich experiences upon which to draw. This 
course will build upon those experiences and provide other tools and strategies to 
strengthen future teaching.  

You will be required to co-construct a learning environment that will meet your and others’ 
individual learning needs. You will be co-learners and co-teachers with the professor and class 
members as you actively listen (i.e. read students’ posts) and critically reflect on the discussions 
and sharing of experiences of others.  

This means that our pace of class activities will promote inclusion of, learning, and 
understanding by all class participants. There may be times when you will be comfortable 
with the pace. Also, there may be times when you will feel the pace is too fast or too slow. 
You are encouraged to continually think and reflect on the ways you learn and how they 
compare/contrast with your colleagues in this course.  

Together we will build, nurture, and sustain a community of learning and a community of 
learners. 

Confidentiality Clause and Withdraws 

Please check with the Financial Aid Office before making any changes to your current schedule. 
Any changes could affect your financial aid eligibility. If you are not able to complete the 
course, please withdraw prior to the end of the semester, otherwise your grade will result 
in an F. 

Attendance Policies 

Regular participation and timely submission of assignments are essential for your success in 
this online course. Participation includes engaging in research, completing assignments, and 
submitting them on time via Canvas. 

As an online student, it is your responsibility to stay on track. You must be self-motivated and 
disciplined to meet all deadlines. Developing a consistent routine is strongly recommended. All 
assignments must be submitted by the specified date and time. Late submissions may result in 
reduced points or a zero unless prior permission is granted by the instructor. 

Attendance in online courses at Ball State University is measured by active participation in 
course activities at least once per week. Be sure to complete all assigned coursework to be 
recorded as attending. Stay aware of deadlines and plan your work in advance to avoid last-
minute stress. 

**If you receive permission from the instructor to submit assignment(s) late, please note 
that ALL assignments must be completed by Wednesday, December 10, 2025 at 11:59 PM 
(EDT), or they will be recorded as a ZERO. 

This course will adhere to the policy published in the BSU Code of Student Rights & 
Responsibilities. You are required to attend class on time and stay for the duration of the class. 
Not attending class may affect your financial aid. All students who are receiving federal or state 
financial aid must actively accept the Financial Aid Terms and Conditions each year. Included in 
these terms and conditions is the following:   
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  If I withdraw from the University, stop attending classes before the end of the term, or do 
not begin attendance in any classes, I may be expected to repay all or a portion of my 
aid. I agree to follow Ball State University withdrawal procedures. 

Feedback Policy 

• I will respond to email from your official Ball State email address within 24 hours during 
weekdays (Monday-Friday) and within 48 hours on the weekend. You can contact me in 
multiple ways. Email (somanita.kheang@bsu.edu). You can also call me (765-285-5471 
cell) for assistance. 

• Please check your BSU email often. I will also send you email at times. 

• I make every effort to provide feedback within 7 days of the submission deadline. I will 
let you know if it will be longer than that.  

• Please feel free to email me if you have any questions or concerns about the class. 

• Canvas will not accept assignments for grading after 11:59 pm on the final day of class. 

Grading Policy 

It is my policy that appropriate evaluation of your academic performance is an integral part of 
your learning experience. In the absence of mistake, fraud, bad faith or incompetence, I will be 
the key decision-maker on the assignment of grades. For information concerning grade appeals, 
consult the Ball State website. 

University Policies and Statements 

University Statement 

We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing 
the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. 
We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or 
accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as 
possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with 
disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any 
accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 
or dsd@bsu.edu. 
 
Freedom of Expression  
 
In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual 
diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State 
Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, 
compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. 
Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on 
Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge. 

Disability Statement 

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact me 
as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students 
with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any 

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/associateprovost/student-services/grade-appeal
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/disability-services
mailto:dsd@bsu.edu
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/freedom-of-expression-statement
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/faculty-toolkit
https://www.bsu.edu/about/beneficence
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/disability-services
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accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 
or dsd@bsu.edu. 

Student Academic Ethics Policy 

Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university 
community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the 
foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To 
maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and 
creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds 
and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the VPAA’s academic integrity 
website (Students tab) for resources on understanding academic integrity, citing sources 
properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic 
integrity expectations and students’ rights, please read the University Student Academic Ethics 
Policy.  

Plagiarism Policy 

Plagiarism is not acceptable, unless otherwise indicated for all assignments, you must work 
independently by yourself. Sharing of files is not permitted for any reason.  

Please read Ball State Academic Integrity here. 

Learn more about Plagiarism here. 

Potential Academic Integrity Violations 

Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:  

• Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects.  

• Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not.  

• Use or possession of a file created by someone else.  

• Reusing work from another semester, course, or section.  

• Fraudulent submission of work.  

• Using unauthorized materials during Exams.  

• Impersonating someone else or having them impersonate you.  

• Making fraudulent or dishonest statements regarding your work.  

• Soliciting others to complete work for you.  

• Posting course files and resources on study or content sharing websites.  

Plagiarism Detection 

The campus subscribes to Turnitin, a plagiarism prevention service, through Canvas. You may 
need to submit written assignments to Turnitin. Student work will be used for plagiarism 
detection and for no other purpose. The student may indicate in writing to the instructor that 
he/she refuses to participate in the plagiarism detection process, in which case the instructor 
can use other electronic means to verify the originality of their work.   

mailto:dsd@bsu.edu
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/research-integrity/compliance/responsible-conduct-of-research/plagiarism
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Proctoring 

This course will require the use of the Respondus LockDown Browser and Monitor for online 
exams. Watch this short video to get a basic understanding of LockDown Browser and the 
optional webcam feature (which may be required for some exams.) Instructions for obtaining the 

software can be found in our course.  

Canvas and Student Privacy 

Canvas Accessibility 

Canvas provides a user experience that is easy, simple, and intuitive. Special attention has 
been paid to making Canvas screen readable. The Rich Content Editor encourages users to 
create accessible content pages (i.e. text formatting is accomplished using styles). Canvas is 
designed to allow limited customization of colors and schemes to be accessible for all users. 
The National Federation of the Blind granted Canvas the Gold Level Web Certification in 2010.  

Find more information by visiting the Canvas Voluntary Product Accessibility Template (VPAT).  

FERPA and Privacy 

As a student, your educational records are considered confidential. Under FERPA (Family 
Educational Rights and Privacy Act), your records are confidential and protected. Under most 
circumstances, your records will not be released without your written and signed consent. 
However, some directory information may be released to third parties without your prior consent 
unless a written request to restrict this is on file. You can learn more about student rights to 
privacy by reading Ball State's FERPA and Privacy and Protection.  

Video Conferencing Recording 

In this class, software may be used to record live class discussions. As a student in this class, 
your participation in live class discussions may be recorded. These recordings typically will be 
made available only to students enrolled in the class, to assist those who cannot attend the live 
session or to serve as a resource for those who would like to review content that was presented. 
Students who prefer to participate via audio only will be allowed to disable their video camera so 
only audio will be captured. Students who prefer to listen only must disable their audio capability 
and visual camera. If you have concerns, please discuss these options with me.  

Academic Support Services 

The Writing Center 

All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are 
encouraged to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295, Bracken Library, or online) to get 
additional feedback on your writing. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go 
to www.bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are available seven days a 
week; however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly! 

The Learning Center 

The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball 
State. Students can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. 
To make an appointment, visit my.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Additional Tools 
Section, or just go directly to https://bsu.navigate.eab.com.  

http://www.respondus.com/products/lockdown-browser/student-movie.shtml
https://www.canvaslms.com/accessibility
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/registrar/ferpa
http://www.bsu.edu/writingcenter
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbsu.navigate.eab.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7Ccmills%40bsu.edu%7Cf76d9352c14f42abf4ee08da382a4b45%7C6fff909f07dc40da9e30fd7549c0f494%7C0%7C0%7C637884051551163037%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=C%2FQWGD5e5nj2EjJVe%2B9I7WLVIm08mw2L0Fp5nP9ePdE%3D&reserved=0
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Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have 
received the appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be administered in 
the Learning Center.    

Supplemental Instruction is available in select courses. If you have an SI leader for your course, 
that person will provide students with information the first week of school regarding weekly study 
sessions. For more information about all of our programming, visit bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 
765-285-1006. Follow us on Instagram: BallStateLC.  

Counseling Center 

Prioritizing self-care and your mental health are important. As people and as students, you may 
experience a range of situations that prevent you from optimizing your learning. These may 
include but are not limited to: high levels of stress, anxiety, loss of motivation, feeling down, 
strained relationships, drug/alcohol problems. The counseling center offers free, confidential 
mental health services. Contact (765) 285-1736 or stop into Lucina Hall, Room 320 
https://www.bsu.edu/campuslife/counselingcenter 

Basic Needs Security 

Any student who has difficulty affording groceries or accessing sufficient food to eat or who 
lacks a safe and stable place to live, and believes this may affect their performance in the 
course, is urged to contact Cardinal Kitchen https://www.bsu.edu/campuslife/student-
life/programs-services/service-opportunities/cardinal-kitchen 

Cardinal Closet 
 
The Student Action Team coordinates the Cardinal Closet. The Cardinal Closet is a place where 
Ball State community members can donate professional attire. Ball State students may "shop" in 
the Cardinal Closet for professional attire for interviews, job fairs, etc. - free of charge! 
https://bsu.campuslabs.com/engage/organization/SAT 
 
BSU Technology Guides (Online Resource) 
 
Information Technology has created these Tech Guides to help you master several of the 
applications and technologies available to students, faculty, and staff here at Ball State. Each 
downloadable PDF gives you straightforward information and tips on how to work with an 
application's features and functionality. 
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/information-technology/services/individual-
technology-support/it-tech-guides 
 
Academic Impressions (Online Resource) 
 
Colleagues, please remind your faculty and staff that Ball State has an institutional membership 
to Academic Impressions—a Professional Development Resource designed for faculty and staff 
in Higher Education. Most new and recorded webinars are available to us for free, and those 
workshops or bootcamps that aren’t free can be greatly reduced with our membership. All 
anyone needs to do is create an account/login with their BSU username and a distinct 
password. If anyone has questions, please refer them to me. This is a wonderful resource, so 
please continue to spread the word!  
 
 
 

https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/universitycollege/learningcenter
https://www.bsu.edu/campuslife/counselingcenter
https://www.bsu.edu/campuslife/student-life/programs-services/service-opportunities/cardinal-kitchen
https://www.bsu.edu/campuslife/student-life/programs-services/service-opportunities/cardinal-kitchen
https://bsu.campuslabs.com/engage/organization/SAT
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/information-technology/services/individual-technology-support/it-tech-guides
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/information-technology/services/individual-technology-support/it-tech-guides
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.academicimpressions.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cmdudka%40bsu.edu%7Cfa853fe29152458197f208d95d34a1cb%7C6fff909f07dc40da9e30fd7549c0f494%7C0%7C0%7C637643303023358457%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Pvk6BfIoZQs%2FXMWjQfA47ngAMyXkAL7kqHvxS4hwApg%3D&reserved=0
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LinkedIn Learning 

University provided access to self-paced, online instructional tutorials with over 7,000 courses, 
including all of the latest software tools. https://www.linkedin.com/learning 

BSU Library  

Please use the library for research and acquiring articles, books, etc. Never PAY for an article. 
The library staff are wonderful, and they will help you. Also, you have access to FREE or 
inexpensive software like ENDNOTE and ADOBE through the BSU Technology Store. Staff at 
the Library have workshops to help you use the software and grow your research skills in the 
library. Remember to use them. They have many services for ONLINE STUDENTS too. 

Course Content Ownership 
 
As the course instructor, I retain the rights to all course content, including this syllabus. Students 
may not reproduce, distribute, or publicly post course materials without permission. Students 
also may not record classes without explicit permission to do so. Selling or distributing course 
materials may violate the Ball State Code of Contact and/or The Information Technology Users' 
Privileges and Responsibilities Policy. Any violations will be referred to Dr. Mike Gillilan, Director 
of Student Rights and Community Standards. 

Subject to Change Statement 

This course syllabus is subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances.   

https://www.linkedin.com/learning
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