
PSYS498:	Independent	Study	in	Psychology	
	

Instructor:		Michael	J.	Tagler,	Ph.D.,	Associate	Professor	of	Psychological	Science	
• https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/undergraduate-research-and-creative-

endeavors/teacher-scholar-program/mentors/college-of-sciences-and-
humanities/tagler_michael		

• 765	285-4600	(campus	phone	and	voicemail).	
o Office	Hours:		Must	schedule	an	appointment	in	advance	at:			

§ https://calendly.com/mjtagler-bsu/dr-tagler-office-hours-appointment-
fall2025	

o Office	hours	are	for	currently	enrolled	students	to	discuss	course	content	(i.e.,	learning	
objectives,	concepts,	assignments).	Students	are	expected	to	prepare	specific	questions	
they	have	for	the	office	hours	visit.	

	
Course	Description:	Topics	for	independent	study	and	research	to	be	chosen	and	investigated	in	
consultation	with	instructors	with	special	competence	in	the	area	involved.		The	credit	hours	may	
be	accumulated	in	more	than	one	semester.	No	more	than	6	hours	may	be	used	to	meet	the	
requirements	of	the	psychology	major.	Prerequisite:	permission	of	the	instructor.	A	total	of	12	
hours	of	credit	may	be	earned,	but	no	more	than	3	in	any	one	semester	or	term.	
	
Course	Rationale:	The	Department	of	Psychological	Science	acknowledges	that	courses	taught	on	a	
regular	basis	(i.e.,	those	listed	in	the	catalog)	cannot	cover	the	entire	breadth	and	depth	of	
psychological	science	and	that	experience	in	developing	and	carrying	out	original	research	is	
beneficial	to	students’	intellectual	and	professional	development.	PSYS	498	will	provide	students	
with	the	opportunity	of	studying	a	topic	outside	the	regular	curriculum,	study	a	topic	in	a	greater	
depth	than	that	provided	by	the	regular	curriculum,	or	develop	and	carry	out	an	original	research	
project.	
	
Course	Objectives:	Regardless	of	thematic	topic,	by	the	end	of	the	term	students	who	complete	
PSYS	498	will	be	able	to:	
1.	explain	the	major	theories	and	empirical	and	applied	issues	related	to	the	topic	of	the	course.	
2.		identify	the	strengths	and	weaknesses	of	the	major	theories	and	research	paradigms	related	to	
the	topic	of	the	course		
3.	complete	a	literature	review	or	other	appropriate	project	that	examines	the	most	relevant	
sources	of	scholarship	and	summarizes	the	state	of	scientific	knowledge	concerning	one	or	more	
aspects	of	the	topic	of	study.	
4.		reflect	on	any	personal	connections	they	have	with	the	topic.		
	
In	addition,	students	carrying	out	an	original	research	project	will	be	able	to:	
1.	write	a	protocol	for	review	of	the	research	project	by	the	Institutional	Review	Board	
2.	use	appropriate	techniques	to	analyze	the	data	generated	by	the	research	project	
3.	draw	appropriate	conclusions	from	the	results	of	the	data	analysis	
4.	write	a	report	of	the	research	using	the	format	and	style	prescribed	by	the	American	
Psychological	Association	
	
Attendance	
Ball	State	Policy:	“Students	are	expected	to	attend	all	of	their	classes.”	
• https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/attendance-

policies	



• For	this	course,	a	weekly	meeting	will	be	scheduled	with	instructor	and	student	for	providing	
instruction	and	feedback	on	the	independent	study	project	progress.			

• Absences:		Students	are	expected	to	notify	the	instructor	once	they	anticipate	being	absent	for	
any	reason	(e.g.,	funeral)	or	as	soon	as	possible	after	the	absence	begins	(e.g.,	illness).	The	
student	may	be	required	to	provide	documentation	for	accommodations.	

	
Grades: A final grade of CR or NC will be assigned based on overall progress and evaluation of 
performance of the independent study project.   
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Pursuant to 2024 Indiana Public Law 113 (SB 202), the following are provided to foster a culture of 
free inquiry, free expression, and intellectual diversity: 

• Ball State Freedom of Expression Statement 
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/freedom-of-expression-statement  

• Ball State Freedom of Expression Webpage 
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression 

• Constitution Day:  September 17, 2025 
https://www.bsu.edu/calendar/events/administrative/libraries/2025/09/17/we-the-people-
constitution-day-at-bracken-library?date=2025-09-17  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
The following statement is written by and required by Ball State University to appear on all course 
syllabi. Please contact the Office of the Vice Provost for Academic Affairs with questions or for 
further information on the specific policies: 
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the 
various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a 
culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a 
disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability 
Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to 
be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted 
at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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