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Ball State University
Department of English
ENG 601 Research in English Studies — Linguistics
3 Credit Hours
Spring 2026

Course Information

Instructor: Dr. Juyeon Yoo
Mode of delivery: In-person
Class meeting times: Tuesdays and Thursdays 5:00-6:15pm

Course Description

The course provides a survey of the research methodology in applied linguistics, intended for graduate
students who are developing their own MA projects. Students will be introduced to the phases of
developing a research proposal, beginning from the topic search and continuing through the literature
review, methodology design, and data analysis plan, as well as proposal writing. Upon completion of
this course, students are expected to be ready to carry out the project they describe in the proposal.

Course Modality/Structure

This course is delivered in an in-person format and meets twice a week on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
The course follows a weekly structure, with each week organized around assigned readings, in-class
discussion, workshops, and applied research activities. Class meetings emphasize discussion,
collaborative work, and hands-on engagement with research design and proposal development.
Assignment due dates vary across the week (e.g., Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays, or Saturdays)
depending on the nature of the task, and all deadlines are clearly listed on Canvas and in the course
schedule.

Course Materials and Texts
Required Texts

e Paltridge, B., & Phakiti, A. (Eds.). (2015). Research methods in applied linguistics: A practical
resource. Bloomsbury Publishing.

Other Required Readings Available on Canvas in PDF

e Dornyei, Z. (2007). Research Methods in Applied Linguistics: Quantitative Qualitative, and
Mixed Methodologies. Oxford University Press. (Chapter 2 & 9)

e Norton, B. (2012). Identity and second language acquisition. The encyclopedia of applied
linguistics. John Wiley & Sons Ltd. https://doi.org/10.1002/9781405198431.wbeal0521

e Tracy, S.J. (2019). Qualitative research methods: Collecting evidence, crafting analysis,
communicating impact (2nd ed.). Wiley-Blackwell. (Chapter 9)

e Yoo,J.(2023). “This did not feel like other people’s business!”: The role of linguistic and
racial marginalization in hindering motivation and investment. Journal of Language, Identity &
Education, 1-17.



Page 2 of 7

Course Requirements

Grading Plan and Scale (Table):

Assignment Weight Breakdown Due Dates
Critical Reflection Notes 10% - Four weekly one-page critical reflections Wednesdays
(Weeks 3-6)
- Each week’s reflection must be based on a
reading from a different week.
In-Class Tasks 10% - Completion of in-class Fridays
- A 15-min facilitation
Preparation for Research 20% - Reference list (5%) Feb 21 (Sat)
Proposal - Topic description & significance (7.5%) | Feb 28 (Sat)
- Theme grid & research questions (7.5%) | Marl6 (Mon)
Research Proposal Drafts 45% - First draft (20%) Apr 6 (Mon)
- Peer review (5%) Apr 13 (Mon)
- Final draft (20%) May 1 (Fri)
Learning with GenAl 10% - GenAl learning logs (5%) Saturdays
Reflection - GenAl autoethnographies (5%)
Class Attendance and 5% Throughout the semester
Participation
Total 100%

Assignment Details:

Critical Reflection Notes (10%)

You will write a total of four critical reflection notes between Weeks 3 and 7. The purpose of this
assignment is to promote critical reading and meaningful class discussion. In each reflection, engage
with the content of the readings (e.g., research methods, topics, and theories) and explain how the
research methods, topics, or theories relate to your own experiences in learning or teaching languages
or other subjects. Each reflection should be approximately one double-spaced page and completed
weekly between Weeks 3 and 7. You may choose which reading to focus on each week; however, each
reflection must be based on a reading from a different week. Reflections should demonstrate your
understanding of the assigned readings and go beyond summary. Do not simply summarize the
readings.

In-Class Tasks (10%)

These tasks are designed to help you review and apply key concepts from the readings to the design or
proposal of a research study. Specific instructions for each week’s task will be announced in class and
posted on Canvas at the beginning of class meetings on Tuesdays or Thursdays. All tasks are due on
Fridays. Students who are unable to attend class are still expected to complete and submit the tasks. As
a graduate student, it is important to develop skills as an emerging scholar by critically reading and
reflecting on academic articles and by learning to lead or facilitate scholarly discussions. As part of the
in-class tasks, each student will facilitate a 15-minute discussion session during the semester. More
details about the facilitation will be shared in class.
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Preparation for Research Proposal (20%)

Reference List (5%): Work more on library database searches and identify at least 10 references for
your research proposal. Include a full reference list, which needs to be formatted according to the APA
style (use the 7™ edition).

» You need to include at least one study that was published recently (within the past five years).
Also, it is recommended that you use research studies published in refereed journals within the
past 10 years.

» A majority of the references need to be articles published in refereed journals that report
empirical studies (with their own data collection). The following are generally not permitted,
unless you consult with me and receive permission: conference papers (refereed conference
proceedings are acceptable), pedagogy papers (e.g., teaching suggestions), abstracts, reports,
and any other non-refereed papers.

Description & Significance of Topic (5%): Work on initial library database searches and identify a
topic for your project. Include the following in this assignment.
1) A one-paragraph general description of the topic. Write it in a way that a layperson would
understand.
2) A one-paragraph explanation of the significance of the topic. Include/cite the studies that you
found during library database searches in order to justify your claims (why this topic matters).
Many often do so by finding a gap or investigating the current trends.

Theme Grid & Research Questions (10%): Choose five core sources that are relevant to your topic.
You will compare these five sources by finding three main themes that could be discussed across these
sources. While and after comparing the sources critically, you will generate your research questions
too. You will be given a template for Theme Grid and you will input the information in the grid. More
discussion and explanations will follow in class.

Research Proposal Draft (45%)

First Draft (20%):

Based on what you have learned so far, you will now develop your own research proposal. Your
proposal should include the following sections in the order listed below:

e Cover page (optional), Abstract, Introduction, Literature Review, Research Questions,
Methodology, Data Collection and Analysis Plan, and Anticipated Results, Conclusion,
Reference List.

» The proposal should be around 10 double-spaced pages, covering content from the Abstract
through the Conclusion. A minimum of 8 double-spaced pages is required, and the draft should
not exceed 12 pages.

Peer Review (5%):

Each student will participate in a peer-review exercise where they will evaluate and provide
constructive feedback on their assigned classmate's research proposal. This session aims to foster
collaboration, enhance critical thinking skills, and strengthen the quality of research work.

Final Draft (20%):

1. Incorporate two types of feedback: peer feedback and instructor feedback.
2. Clearly highlight all changes made between the First Draft and the Final Draft.
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3. If changes are not highlighted, the draft will be returned to you for revision.

4. Attach a “response to the revision suggestions” where you write your own response to each of
the revision suggestions made in the first draft (e.g., how you changed the first draft based on
the suggestion or why you decided not to take the suggestion). We will discuss more about the
response statement in class.

Learning with GenAl Reflection (10%)

This assignment consists of two parts: (a) a biweekly GenAl learning log and (b) a series of GenAl
autoethnographies.

e For the first part, you will submit a biweekly learning log (six in total).

e For the second part, you will complete four autoethnographies in total.

o Three autoethnographies for three major individual projects (Topic Description &
Significance, Theme Grid & Research Questions, and Research Proposal) as well as a
final autoethnography at the end of the semester that compares your GenAl use across
these assignments. Each autoethnography will be about 1-2 pages in length.

Class Attendance & Participation (5%)

¢ You are required to attend all in-class meetings. The first two absences will not incur any
penalty if you explain your circumstances to me in advance. However, starting with the third
absence, there will be a 1-point deduction from your total points (final grade). Students who are
ill or have a legitimate reason should contact me to receive an excused absence.

e This course is designed to include discussion and other forms of collaboration and
communication. Therefore, you are expected to be an active participant in the course.

e You are expected to log into Canvas at least 1-2 times per week and check your official BSU
email account daily to stay informed about announcements, assignments, and course updates.
Failure to do so will not be considered a valid excuse for missed or late work.

e Ireserve the rights to course materials I created. You are not allowed to share the materials
with others without my permission.

Course Policies

Communication Plan
e [ will try to return email from your official BSU address within 48 hours during business days.
e  When I need to contact individual students, rather than the whole class, I will use email.

Assignment Submission Policy

e Most assignments are due by 11:59 p.m. EST on the due date indicated on Canvas.

o Late submissions will be accepted with a loss of 10% of the available points up to one week after
the due date.

o Under exceptional circumstances, such as illness or other unforeseen issues, if you need to submit
your work late—please contact me in advance to request permission to submit the work late
without a penalty. If you have other circumstances that may affect your ability to submit work
according to the designated schedule, please reach out to me to discuss potential accommodations
or arrangements.

e All assignments should be submitted on the designated assignment page on Canvas. I do not accept
email submissions unless you are given permission to do so.

e Technical issues are not a valid excuse for late work unless the problem stems from Canvas servers.

o Canvas will not accept assignments for grading after 11:59 pm on the last day of class.
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Grading and Feedback Policy

For the Readings and Discussion Board assignments, [ may not comment on each of your
submissions unless I think my comment is necessary to redirect the discussion or provide more
accurate information.

For all other assignments, feedback is provided if there is any. If you have any questions or need
more clarification on grading, please feel free to discuss it with me. I would be happy to explain
further.

In the absence of mistake, fraud, bad faith or incompetence, I will be the key decision-maker on the
assignment of grades. For information on grade appeal, consult the Ball State website.

Final grades will be assigned as follows: A 94-100%, A- 90-93.99%, B+ 87-89.99%, B 83-86.99%,
B-80-82.99%, and so on. For both assignments and final grades, the following are the general
criteria:

A. The student has demonstrated a thorough understanding of the topic/question and an
ability to apply that knowledge to a variety of situations. The student has demonstrated
clear and original answers to the topic/question.

B. The student has completed the assignment adequately and has demonstrated some
additional understanding of the concepts. The student has provided clear and correct
answers to the topic/question.

C. The student has completed the assignment adequately.

Letter Grade Range

A 100% - 94%
A- <94% - 90%
B+ <90% - 87%
B <87% - 84%
B- <84% - 80%
C+ <80% - 77%
C <77% - 74%
C- <74% - 70%
D+ <70% - 67%
D <67% - 64%
D- <64% - 61%
F <61% - 0%

Academic Integrity/Plagiarism Policy

I will enforce rigorous standards of academic integrity in all aspects and assignments of this course. Please
review the University's Academic Integrity Policy and other information on the Academic Affairs website.
Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:

Making fraudulent or dishonest statements regarding your work

Working with another person on any assignment unless permitted to do so

Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with or without permission
Impersonating someone else or having them impersonate you

Posting course files and resources on study or content sharing websites


https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/grade-appeals
https://www.bsu.edu/-/media/www/departmentalcontent/vice%20provost/files/student%20services/academic%20integrity/student%20academic%20ethics%20policy%20final.pdf?la=en&hash=E3D2FDC06E9EA61AF93F9B3B0427AEA32E651A76
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
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BSU Writing Center

e All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are_encouraged
to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays, Bracken Library First Floor West
in the evenings, or online during any of our regularly scheduled hours) to get additional feedback
on your writing. The Writing Center offers free planning, feedback, and accountability sessions (in
person and online) to all students composing essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web
content, lesson plans, slideshows, poster presentations, resumes, and other digital or print texts.

e To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go to http://www.bsu.edu/writingcenter.
Online and in-person appointments are available; however, plan ahead because appointments book
quickly!

Course Statements

University Statement: We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome,
through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we
serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse.

Disability Statement: If you need course adaptations or accommodations due to a disability, please
contact me as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students
with disabilities. You’ll need to have documentation on file with them before any accommodations can
be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

Canvas Accessibility: Canvas provides a user experience that is easy, simple, and intuitive. Special
attention has been paid to making Canvas screen-readable. The Rich Content Editor encourages users
to create accessible content pages (i.e. text formatting is accomplished using styles). Canvas is
designed to allow limited customization of colors and schemes to be accessible for all users. The
National Federation of the Blind granted Canvas the Gold Level Web Certification in 2010. Find more
information by visiting the Canvas Voluntary Product Accessibility Template (VPAT).

FERPA and Privacy: As a student, your educational records are considered confidential. Under
FERPA (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act), your records are confidential and protected.
Under most circumstances, your records will not be released without your written and signed consent.
However, some directory information may be released to third parties without your prior consent
unless a written request to restrict this is on file. You can learn more about student rights to privacy by
reading Ball State's statement on FERPA and Privacy Protection.

Subject to change statement: This syllabus and schedule are subject to change in the event of
extenuating circumstances.

Syllabus Statements

o The Learning Center offers free tutoring for many courses. We also provide writing and study
skills tutoring.

e Students can make appointments for virtual (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments.

o Students can begin making appointments on Monday, August 21, 2023.

e To make an appointment, visit my.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Additional Tools
section, or just go directly to https://bsu.navigate.eab.com. You can also download the Navigate
Student app.



https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bsu.edu%2Fwritingcenter&data=05%7C02%7Cjuyeon.yoo%40bsu.edu%7C0070228b583c4cc6359d08dd2c2af196%7C6fff909f07dc40da9e30fd7549c0f494%7C0%7C0%7C638715285145637482%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FOvugSTk26d8Oe4SVzUeAZu6git582z2fl%2F6xWJqLpI%3D&reserved=0
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/disability-services
mailto:dsd@bsu.edu
https://www.canvaslms.com/accessibility
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/student-conduct/policiesandprocedures/ferpa
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbsu.navigate.eab.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cjuyeon.yoo%40bsu.edu%7C6807fc69ad3b4e6147ce08db94fcafce%7C6fff909f07dc40da9e30fd7549c0f494%7C0%7C0%7C638267585286649446%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MoNqnFet3bvumbtBxpAR8BqGbTi3976IZzmJQdMB36k%3D&reserved=0
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The Learning Center also has drop-in tutoring (no appointment necessary) for math, chemistry,
and biology. Check our website for more information.

Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have
received the appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be administered in
the Learning Center.

For more information about all of our programming, visit bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-
285-1006. Email us at learncenter@bsu.edu. Follow us on Instagram and Twitter: BallStateLC



mailto:learncenter@bsu.edu

