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ANTH 105: Introduction to Biological Anthropology, Online


Catalog Description: 
ANTH 105: Introduction to Biological Anthropology. (3 credits) Introduces students to human variation over space and time; its genetic, developmental, environmental, and theoretical bases; the human life cycle; primatology; the anthropoid fossil record, and the relevance of these for an understanding of human health, adaptation, and biological diversity. 


Course Objectives: 
Students will learn to identify 
· key terms and concepts of biological anthropology 
· the methods employed by biological anthropologists to gather empirical data 
· the sequence of major ideas in the history of biological anthropology 
· the major stages in the hominin fossil record 
· biological and behavioral relationships between human and non-human primates
Students will learn to explain 
· the primary processes of evolution 
· the processes that bring about human geographic variation and the absence of support for a racial classification based on biology 
Students will recognize 
· The nature and composition of the Order Primates  
· trends in primate evolution 
· the importance of the interrelationship between biology and culture in the human species 


Canvas
Announcements, syllabi, assignments, selected lecture notes, and discussion threads will be available on Canvas. All graded assignments including reflective essays and reading summaries (see below) are to be turned in on Canvas. Your grades will also appear on Canvas.


Required Textbook: 
Boyd, Robert, Silk, Joan and Kevin Langergraber. 2023. How Humans Evolved (10th Edition) W.W. Norton. ISBN: 978-1-324-06183-0. Digital or hard copy

Schedule
Week 1 Aug, 24 - 28 
Topic(s): What is biological anthropology?, Adaptation by Natural Selection
Readings: Chapter 1
Online Lab 1 

Week 2 Aug, 31 - Sep, 4
Topic(s): Genetics, mechanisms of change, and sources of variation
Readings: Chapter 2 
Online Lab 2

Week 3 Sep, 7 - 11: Labor Day
Topic(s): Speciation and phylogeny
Readings: Chapter 4

Week 4 Sep, 14 - 18
Topic(s): Primate diversity and ecology
Readings: Chapter 5
Online Lab 3

Week 5 Sep, 21 - 25 Essay 1 due Sep 25th
Topic(s): Primate mating systems
Readings: Chapter 6
Online Lab 4

Week 6 Sep, 28 - Oct, 2; Exam 1 (Ch. 1-6)
Topic(s): The evolution of cooperation
Readings: Chapter 7
Online Lab 5

Week 7 Oct, 5 - 9: 
Topic(s): Primate life histories and the evolution of intelligence 
Readings: Chapter 8

Week 8 Oct, 12 - 16: Fall Break, Dr. Nash to Conference this Week
Topic(2): From tree shrew to ape
Readings: Chapter 9
Online Lab 6

Week 9 Oct, 19 - 23 
Topic(s): The Earliest Hominins
Readings: Chapter 10
Online Lab 7

Week 10 Oct, 26 - 29 Essay 2 due; Oct 29th
Topics(s): Early Homo and H. erectus
Readings: Chapter 11
Online Lab 8

Week 11 Nov, 2 - 6: Exam 2 (Ch. 7 - 11)
Topics(s): The neanderthals and their contemporaries
Videos: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G29xPt4KerU (Neanderthal overview start at 2:25)
The Neandertal Burial That Taught Us About Humanity - YouTube (end at 8:00)
Readings: Chapter 12
Online Lab 9

Week 12 Nov, 9 - 13
Topic(s): Homo sapiens and the evolution of modern human behavior
Readings: Chapter 13
Online Lab 10
Week 13 Nov, 16 - 20: Essay 3 due; Nov 20th
Topic(s): Human Genetics and Variation
Readings: Chapter 14

Week 14 Nov, 23 - 27: Thanksgiving, no Class Wednesday- Friday
Topic(s) Evolution and Human Behavior (begin)
Readings: Chapter 15

Week 15 Nov, 30 - Dec, 4
Topic(s): Evolution and Human Behavior (continued)
Readings: Chapter 15

Week 16 Dec, 7 -11: Final Exam (Ch. 12 - 15)
Grading 
Final grades will be determined based on the standard grade scale for Ball State University shown here. There are a total of 100 points that you can earn throughout the course. The points will equate to your grade percentage once all material is turned in for the semester. The standard Ball State grade scale is shown below.
	Assignment
	Percent of grade
	Each one

	Exams (3)
	30%
	10% or 10 pts

	Reflective Essays (3)
	20%
	6.7% or 6.7 pts

	Reading Summaries & Perceptions (10)
	25%
	2.5% or 2.5pts

	Kendall Hunt Online Labs (10)
	25%
	2.5% or2.5 pts

	Total
	100%
	







Grade Scale    
(A = 100-94%; A- = 93-90; B+ = 89-87; B = 86-84; B- = 83-80; C+ = 79-77; C = 76-74; C- = 73-70;
D+ = 69-67; D = 66-64)


Graded Materials
Exams (3) (found in the Quizzes section of Canvas) (10 pts each)
There will be three exams for this course. Each exam will consist of a series of multiple-choice questions, short answers, and essay questions. You will be allowed 50 minutes to take the exam. You are only allowed one attempt on the Exam. So make sure you are ready when you begin. 

Reflective Essays (3) (assignment section on Canvas) (6.7 pts each)
For the three reflective essays, compose a two-page, single spaced (ca. 1000 words) critical examination of the materials you have read or viewed for that section of the course. The purpose of these essays is to further explore and critically examine the topics. Focus on interpreting an aspect of the material, rather than just providing an overview of what you read. Start by discussing how the, readings, online labs, and videos affected you or how they caused you to examine your world in new ways. Then, move on to a more critical review or analysis of an aspect of the material that you find interesting. Develop a single theme and explore it in depth. Grades for the reflective essay are based on over all content, clarity, and organization.

Online Labs (10) (Kendall Hunt platform www.khpcontent.com) (2.5 pts each)
This course uses Engaging with Biological Anthropology: Lab Activities as the online laboratory platform for completing the biological anthropology lab activities. You will access the labs through the Kendall Hunt platform and complete the assigned activities according to the course schedule. The labs are designed to provide hands-on, interactive opportunities to apply concepts discussed in lecture and to work with biological anthropology data and examples. You have unlimited attempts on all online lab questions. If you answer a question incorrectly, you are encouraged to review the relevant material, reconsider your answer, and try again. Your goal is not simply to complete the questions, but to use the opportunity to learn from incorrect answers and develop a better understanding of the material.
www.khpcontent.com (link to online Lab Login)


Reading Summaries and Perceptions (10) (discussion section on Canvas) (2.5 pts each)
These discussion posts will consist of a brief two or more paragraph summary of the chapters you read and PowerPoint lecture slides and any videos or supplemental materials you reviewed during that week. After a brief summary, answer the question, what did you learn from the readings and other materials this week, and how does it change how you see people, society, and/or history? There are only 10 required posts for 10 specific weeks. Check syllabus for which weeks to post and not to post. The discussion sections for the summaries and perceptions will open on Monday for the week they cover and will remain open only until Friday of the following week. You may respond to 1 post per week, but you are not required to.


Late Assignments
Since the course must cover a wide range of issues and topics in a short period, students are STRONGLY encouraged to turn in assignments on time. Assignments (i.e., Essays and Reading Summaries) turned in after the due date may lose 10% for every week they are late. If you know that an assignment will be late due to circumstances beyond your control, notify the instructor as early as possible.


Learning Center
The Learning Center offers free tutoring for science and humanities courses, for a variety of math and business courses, for foreign languages and any writing task, and for study skills such as time management, test taking, and effective textbook reading. Call 765-285-3780 or visit NQ 350 to make an appointment to meet with a tutor.


Diversity Statement:
Ball State University aspires to be a university that attracts and retains a diverse faculty, staff and student body. We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse as expressed in our Beneficence Pledge. For Bias Incident Response information, please click here or e-mail reportbias@bsu.edu.


Students with different abilities 
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 
Communication Etiquette:
Please allow 48 hours to receive a response to emails, unless it is the weekend, in which case I may not respond to you until Monday. If you need to discuss your grade in the class, you will need to schedule an in-person meeting, Zoom meeting, or come to my office hours.
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SOURCE: https://www.bsu.edu/campuslife/counselingcenter


University Statement 
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. 
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After-Hours Crisis/Emergency Services

For after-hours crisis/emergency services, call 911 or University Police @ 765-285-1111 to get immediate
assistance. Click here for additional resources.

The Counseling Center would like to announce our newest on-line tool...
%U% \/\/@ ‘ ‘T'/a ck WellTrack. WellTrack is a self-help program specifically designed for help
RS with stress, anxiety, and depression. The program is online/mobile and self.
directed. It allows you to identify goals and learn powerful strategies to
improve mental health. It is FREE and available to all Ball State University students. To access WellTrack, just click
on the WellTrack logo and sign up using your @bsu.edu email address. If you have any questions about this
program, please contact Dr. Ellen Lucas at elucas@bsu.edu or call the Counseling Center (765) 285-1736.




