Introduction to Law
POLS 140 (3 Hrs.) - 31141
Fall 2026

Instructor: Dr. Darren Wheeler			
Office: 258 North Quad Building (It’s in the main POLS office.)
Email:  dawheeler@bsu.edu
	                        
Course Description:
POLS 140 - Introduction to Law: “Provides students with an overview of legal concepts, procedures, terminology and current issues in law. Course looks at the contexts in which law operates, both inside and outside the courtroom, how law is made, and its impact on the everyday lives of citizens. Students will explore definitions and concepts of law, judicial philosophies, types of law, goals and purposes of trials, and the concept and importance of rights in the United States and around the world.”
	Prerequisite: None

Learning Outcomes:
Upon completion of this course students should be able to:
1.) Explain the political, social, and economic factors that influence the development of the American legal system.
2.) Identify and apply basic legal terminology.
3.) Identify and explain the roles of the various institutions and actors that comprise the American legal system.
4.) Explain the various roles law plays in society and recognize the many ethical issues associated with the creation and implementation of law.
5.) Be familiar with the content and application of various legal subfield areas (e.g., tort law, contract law, property law, constitutional law).

Required Textbooks:
There is one required book for this course. It may be obtained through Ball State’s First Day textbook rental initiative. Students who opt out of this program may want to consider an electronic version of the text as it is considerably cheaper than the print edition.

Frank Schubert, Introduction to Law and the Legal System (12th ed.), Cengage Publishing, 2023.

[image: Product cover for Introduction to Law and the Legal System 12th Edition by Frank August Schubert]

There will be other assigned readings that will be required of students throughout the semester. They will be made available via Canvas.






Attendance:
Attending class is one of the most important parts of doing well in this class and it is an integral part of the learning process. Students are expected to attend all classes. Per university policy, excused absences include: funeral and bereavement leave, jury duty, military absences, observance of religious holidays, pregnancy leave, students participating in University- or department-approved activities, and university advisories. The instructor reserves the right to require written documentation for any excused absence and is the sole arbiter of granting excused absences in circumstances not outlined above. 

Students may only makeup quizzes/tests if the absence that day was excused. Students are responsible for any and all material covered in class whether they are in attendance or not.

The following rules of etiquette will be in effect for this class:
1. Students are expected to read the assigned material prior to class and be prepared to participate regularly in class discussions.

2. Students will be punctual. Any student arriving to class more than 10 minutes late may be counted absent for that class period as may any student leaving class early without the instructor’s prior approval. Students should not make a habit of regularly getting up and leaving in the middle of class to get a drink or use the bathroom.  

3. Students will conduct class discussions in a courteous and professional manner at all times.  Any student failing to do so will be excused from the classroom.

4. Students will not whisper, read, talk, do homework, sleep, eat, text message others, or engage in any other type of disruptive/disrespectful behavior.  Students who repeatedly engage in disruptive/disrespectful behavior may be subject to disciplinary action from the university.

5. Laptop computers may be used; however, they are only to be used for taking notes or accessing material directly pertinent to ongoing class discussions. If at any time the instructor has reason to believe that any student is using a laptop for any other reason, computers will be banned from the classroom entirely.

6. Phones should be silenced and put away during class. No headphones or ear buds except as needed as part of a disability accommodation.

7. A full description of BSU student rights and responsibilities can be found here. 

[bookmark: _Hlk174614094]Recording Class Sessions is Prohibited. Students are NOT allowed to record class lectures, discussions, presentations, etc. without the express permission of the instructor. It is a violation of intellectual property rights to record and post class sessions or course material anywhere without the permission of the instructor. If you would like to record anything, whether via taking a photograph, recording audio, recording video, or other recording, you must ask the instructor for permission before doing so.

Grading Policy:
Each student’s grade will be comprised of the following elements:

1.) Three exams of equal weight. Exams will consist of MC/TF questions and be taken on Canvas. All exam dates/times will be announced in advance. The last exam will be taken during finals week. The last exam is not comprehensive.

2.) A series of quizzes and short papers (2-3 pgs.). The quizzes will generally be taken in class. These will almost always be announced in advance but the instructor reserves the right to administer quizzes without prior notification. If you miss a quiz and your absence is unexcused you may not make up the quiz.

3.) There will also be a number of Canvas Exercises where students will be expected to respond to current events or other prompts which are designed to apply the concepts found in the textbook and discussed in class. Topics & dates will be announced in class and on Canvas. Generally speaking, Canvas assignments may not be made up.

4.) Attendance will be taken regularly via sign-in sheet. One’s attendance score will be a reflection of the percentage of total classes attended over the course of the semester.

Make-up work will only be allowed for excused absences and at the sole discretion of the instructor, and only when prior notification is received. See Appendix A for make-up dates and times.

There will be no extra credit available in this course. 

Total Points for the semester will be distributed in the following manner:
Exam I   	             50 pts.
Exam II   	             50 pts.
Exam III   	             50 pts.
Quizzes/Short Papers      150 pts.
Short Canvas Exercises    50 pts.
Attendance	             25 pts.
	Total Points =   375 pts. 

Final Grades will be assigned on the following scale as a percentage of the total points:

	A
	=
	93%-100%

	A-
	=
	90%-92%

	B+
	=
	88%-89%

	B
	=
	83%-87%

	B-
	=
	80%-82%

	C+
	=
	78%-79%

	C
	=
	73%-77%

	C-
	=
	70%-72%

	D+
	=
	68%-69%

	D
	=
	63%-67%

	D-
	=
	60%-62%

	F
	<
	60%


Academic Misconduct:
All work produced and/or submitted in this course should reflect your own ideas and demonstrate your current knowledge, abilities, and skills. Therefore, Generative AI should not be used to complete any portion of any assignment/test/quiz/paper. Doing so constitutes a violation of Ball State University Student Academic Ethics Policy. Students should thoroughly familiarize themselves with procedures related to academic misconduct. When in doubt, please consult the instructor for guidance. 

Please note that signing someone else’s name on the attendance sheet will be considered academic misconduct.

Disability Services:
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

Freedom of Expression:
In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge.


**Some course material may be considered sensitive in nature**


It is the student’s responsibility to be familiar with this syllabus and the policies it contains. These policies are subject to change with notice as curricular issues, university policies, and/or other circumstances may dictate.

Course Outline:
(Dates & Topics are subject to change with notice.)

*  = Available on Canvas

[bookmark: _Hlk171757614]Week One (8/24, 8/26, 8/28) – What is Law?
Schubert – Chapter 1
*The Case of the Speluncean Explorers

Week Two (8/31, 9/2, 9/4) – Institutional Sources of American Law 
Schubert – Chapter 3

Week Three (9/9, 9/11) – Institutional Sources of American Law
**No Class – Monday, September 7 – Labor Day**
Schubert – Chapter 3 (continued)

Week Four (9/14, 9/16, 9/18) – Ethics
Schubert – Chapter 2

Week Five (9/21, 9/23, 9/25) – The Judicial System
**Exam I**
Schubert – Chapter 4

Week Six (9/28, 9/30, 10/2) – 
TBA

Week Seven (10/5, 10/7, 10/9) – Limitations in Obtaining Relief
Schubert – Chapter 6

Week Eight (10/14 & 10/16) – Criminal Law & Procedure
**No Class – Monday, October 12 – Fall Break**
Schubert - Chapter 8

Week Nine (10/19, 10/21, 10/23) – Criminal Law & Procedure
Schubert - Chapter 8 (continued)

Week Ten (10/26, 10/28, 10/30) – Civil Procedure
Schubert - Chapter 5 

Week Eleven (11/2, 11/4, 11/6) – 
TBA

Week Twelve (11/9, 11/11, 11/13) – Family Law
**Exam II**
Schubert – Chapter 9 

Week Thirteen (11/16, 11/18, 11/20) – Property Law 
Schubert – Chapter 12


Week Fourteen (11/23) – Administrative Law & Administrative Agencies
**No Class – Wednesday 11/25 & Friday 11/27 – Thanksgiving Break**
Schubert – Chapter 13

Week Fifteen (11/30, 12/2, 12/4) - Administrative Law & Administrative Agencies
Schubert – Chapter 13 (continued)

Week Seventeen – (12/7) Finals Week
Final Exam Period – Friday, December 11 from 12:00 PM – 2:00 PM
**Exam III**














































Appendix A - Make-Up Work 
Fall 2026

The following policy will be in effect regarding all make-up work in this class.

All quizzes, exams, and assignments that occur prior to October 14, 2026 must be made up on one of the following dates:

		Thursday, October 15 or Friday, October 16	 	 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM
				  

All quizzes, exams, and assignments that occur after October 14, 2026 must be made up on one of the following dates:
		
		Thursday, December 3 or Friday, December 4	8:00 AM – 5:00 PM
				  
  			                                              
Students needing to complete makeup work should report to the main POLS office in NQ 258 during one of the above times as appropriate.  To be eligible to make up work at any of the above times, students must first obtain permission from the instructor to do so.  Students may be required to provide documentation for their excused absence (as per the syllabus). Students may not just “show up” and complete missed work.  

Students who do not complete their makeup work as outlined above will receive a zero for the missed work.
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