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*Please note: As a student in this class, you are responsible for knowing the content of this syllabus

[image: ../../../Desktop/Screen%20Shot%202018-01-05%20at%205.21.22%20PM.png] Instructor: Renee Nevins Ph.D., HSPP
 Phone: 765-285-8500					 
 Email: frvaux@bsu.edu		
 Office hours:	By appointment only
 
 Class Times/Format: Asynchronous On-line
 Class Website: https://bsu.instructure.com 
 Course Credits: 3 credits

 Communication policy:
 Email is the best way to get in contact with me. I regularly check and respond to emails Monday through Friday, between the hours of 8 am – 5 pm (EST). You should expect a response within 48 hours of receipt of your original email. If you have not heard from me within that timeframe (48 hours), please resend your email. Please keep in mind that I generally do not answer e-mails on weekends or holidays so please do your best to communicate with me during the weekdays.  **For additional information, refer to the “Communication” section below.
*If emailing outside of Canvas, be sure to begin the subject of your email with “EDPS 655”

COURSE INFORMATION

Catalog Description: Advanced study of brain-behavior relationships in children with special emphasis on neurodevelopment. Typical and atypical neurodevelopment will be discussed with a focus on the impact on learning, accommodations, and interventions in educational settings. This course is primarily intended for those seeking a Certificate in Neuropsychology for Teaching and Learning. Prerequisite or parallel: EDPS 649 can be taken as a prerequisite or concurrently as a parallel requirement. 

Course Objectives (Student Learning Outcomes): The aim of this course is to provide students with the following:
1. A historical perspective for the study of the development of brain-behavior relationships and perinatal factors. 
2. Familiarity with the terminology of pediatric neurology and neuropsychology. 
3. Familiarity with a number of pediatric neurologic disorders and considerations in the school setting.
4. Familiarity with current research in pediatric neuropsychology rehabilitation. 
5. Knowledge of Multicultural aspects of pediatric neuropsychology

Course Philosophy and Structure: This course is designed to provide the student with knowledge of child/pediatric neuropsychology.  

Required Textbook:
Anderson, V, Northam, E., Hendy, J., & Wrenall, J (2019).  Developmental Neuropsychology: A clinical Approach (2nd edition). Psychology Press Ltd: New York. 

Additional readings will be assigned throughout the semester by the professor.  Reading lists and course materials can be accessed on Canvas.

Course Requirements and Grading

1. Midterm Examination (30%) The midterm is a two-part essay examination designed to assess your mastery of all course materials and readings from the first half of the semester.
· Part 1: Students will select and respond to three prompts from a list of six provided options.
· Part 2: A brief case study requiring the application of course concepts to a real-world scenario. Format & Submission: The exam must be completed independently. Collaboration with peers is strictly prohibited and constitutes a violation of academic integrity. Completed exams must be submitted as a Word document via Canvas by the deadline noted in the course schedule.

2. Final Examination (30%) The final exam follows the same two-part format as the midterm (prompt selection and case study application). This exam is non-cumulative and will focus exclusively on materials and assigned readings from the second half of the course. Format & Submission: Like the midterm, the final must be the student’s own original work. No collaboration is permitted. Submissions must be uploaded to Canvas in Word document format by the scheduled due date.

3. Weekly Assignments and Participation (40%) Students are expected to engage consistently with all course components, including weekly readings, narrated PowerPoint presentations, and scheduled activities. This portion of the grade comprises:
· Formative Assessments: Brief, low stakes "Check Your Understanding" quizzes for each chapter.
· Applied Learning: Activity-based assignments and periodic discussion board prompts. Specific instructions and grading rubrics for these items are located within the weekly course modules. Refer to the Tentative Course Schedule and Canvas Modules for all relevant deadlines.


Course Grades and Evaluation: Grades will be based on the total percentage of points earned during the semester. A summary of the grading system appears below.

	Assignments
	Percentage of Grade

	Midterm Exam
	30%

	Final Exam
	30%

	Weekly Assignments & Participation
	40%




Grading Scale:

	A = 94-100% 
	B- = 80-81% 
	D+ = 65-69% 

	A- = 90-93% 
	C+ = 75-79% 
	D = 62-64% 

	B+ = 85-89% 
	C = 72-74% 
	D- = 60-61% 

	B = 82-84% 
	C- = 70-71%
	F = below 60% 




Technology: Students enrolled in this course must have internet access. Course materials (e.g., powerpoints, assignments, quizzes, etc.) will be posted online through Canvas - Firefox & Google Chrome are the recommended browsers when using Canvas. The campus helpdesk can provide technical support. Helpdesk staff have resources that can guide you through many of the most common questions. Visit the helpdesk webpage, email them at helpdesk@bsu.edu, or call 765-285-1517 or 1-866-771-3276 (toll free) for more information. In addition, the Help Desk staff has put together many how-to video clips in its Tech Clips section that can guide you through many of the most common questions. A lack of Canvas knowledge is not an acceptable excuse for late or incomplete work.

*I will make announcements and send emails through Canvas. Make sure that your settings in Canvas are set to receive notifications of announcements and other important updates (e.g., due dates, graded assignments, emails). Read about changing your settings in the Canvas guide or contact the Help Desk. You also can download the Canvas Instructure app for free on your iOS or Android mobile devices and set it to receive notifications. 

University Policies and Statements:
University Statement: We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 

The Department of Educational Psychology strives to make clear the importance of consistent attention to issues of diversity and equity in the educational process. To that end, all educational psychology courses have a specific link to diversity. 

Freedom of Expression: In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge.

Title IX: Ball State University is committed to providing a safe and inclusive learning environment for all students. If you or someone you know has experienced sexual harassment—including sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence, or stalking, please know that you are not alone. The University offers support services and resources. For more information or to report an incident, please visit www.bsu.edu/titleix or contact the Title IX Coordinator at 765-285-1545 or at titleix@bsu.edu.

Student Academic Ethics Policy: Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the VPAA’s academic integrity website (Students tab) for resources on understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, please read the University Student Academic Ethics Policy.

Plagiarism Detection: The campus subscribes to Turnitin, a plagiarism prevention service, through Canvas. You may need to submit written assignments to Turnitin. Student work will be used for plagiarism detection and for no other purpose. The student may indicate in writing to the instructor that he/she refuses to participate in the plagiarism detection process, in which case the instructor can use other electronic means to verify the originality of their work.

Student Support Services and Resources: 
The Learning Center:
To make an appointment, visit MyBallState and select “Navigate” or just go directly to https://bsu.navigate.eab.com.

The Writing Center:
To learn more or make an appointment go to: http://www.bsu.edu/writingcenter.

The Basic Needs Hub:
If you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not have a safe and reliable place to sleep, and/or experiencing an emergency or crisis, help is available through the Basic Needs Hub. The Basic Needs Hub has information, resources, and provides individualized support to students.  To talk with a supportive staff member about your experience, receive one on one assistance, or learn more about resources, you can submit a Basic Needs Assistance Form.

The Counseling Center:
The Counseling Center is located in Lucina Hall, Room 320. To schedule an appointment, you can contact us at 765-285-1736. Ball State also offers a 24/7 Crisis Line, which can be reached at 765-285-HOPE (4673).

All Ball State students also have access to several on-demand, self-help resources through a variety of different platforms. All of these resources, including a direct link to our website, can be found here.
[bookmark: _Hlk205129376]
Course Expectations and Policies:

Course Format: This is an asynchronous online course. On Canvas, you will find weekly modules for readings and assignments. You will have one (1) week to complete each module. For each module:
• Read the assigned chapter(s) from the course textbook and any additional articles provided by the instructor, if applicable.
• Listen to the chapter PowerPoint.
*Optional video clips and/or articles may be included with some chapters to reinforce content.
• Take the weekly “check your understanding” quiz
▪ Submit all assignments by the due date in the schedule


Attendance Policy: Your regular participation and timeliness are important to your academic success. Attendance in this online class is measured by your participation in weekly online course activities (e.g., quizzes, assignments). As this is an online course, it is up to every student to stay on track and not fall behind. This is a graduate course and there are large amounts of reading and materials to get through. To accomplish this, the expectation is that you will be spending several hours per week reading course related material and working on assignments. 
**Please note, if you are a recipient of state or federal financial aid, not attending class – i.e., completing weekly activities – may affect your financial aid. 

Assignment Submission: Assignments should be submitted using the assignment link in Canvas by 11:59pm EST/EDT on the due date. I encourage you to check and make sure that assignments are successfully submitted. You should see a check mark, “needs grading,” or “submitted” with a time stamp as confirmation of successful submission. 

[bookmark: _Hlk218247108]Important Note Regarding Canvas Grade Accuracy: Please be aware that the Canvas gradebook calculates your current average based only on graded assignments. If an assignment is missing or past due but has not yet been assigned a "0," it will not be factored into your total. Consequently, your displayed grade may appear higher than your actual standing if you have outstanding work.

[bookmark: _Hlk205129557]Assignment Deadlines and Late Work Policy: The key to being successful in an online class is staying on schedule (see additional tips for success in online classes on Canvas). Use the schedule provided at the end of the syllabus and the calendar in Canvas to plan accordingly. 
All assignments must be submitted by the due date listed in the course calendar.  
· If you need to request an extension, contact the instructor as soon as possible. Extensions are considered on a case-by-case basis. 
· If you encounter technical issues while uploading assignments or taking quizzes, notify the instructor immediately. 
· I understand that life can be unpredictable – work, family, and health challenges happen. If an emergency or illness affects your ability to meet deadlines, reach out as soon as possible so we can discuss options. Clear and timely communication is your responsibility.
· Late assignments without prior approval or discussion with the instructor will be subject to a late penalty of 1% reduction in points per day, up to seven days. Assignments more than one week late will receive a grade of zero.

Course Content Ownership: All materials (e.g., syllabus, lecture slides, assignments, etc.) presented in this course are the property of the instructor. Course materials may not be shared, sold, or distributed in any way unless explicitly approved in writing by Dr. Nevins. 

All information presented in this course is research-based and represent the best efforts of the instructor to rely upon empirical support and the philosophy of leading neuropsychological organizations. 


[bookmark: _Hlk218183522]TENTATIVE SCHEDULE	*subject to change per instructor discretion
Any schedule changes will be announced on Canvas 

[bookmark: _Hlk218448600][bookmark: _Hlk218251931]                 Course Content			       Required Readings
[bookmark: _Hlk218451360]
	Week 1
	Date: 01/5/2026

	Part One in Textbook: Defining the neurodevelopmental dimension

	Chapter 1: Child Neuropsychology: Dimensions of theory and practice

Chapter 2: The Developing Brain

Alker, L. (2025). Cognitive control: Modeling the impact on mental health. Frontiers in Psychology, 16.  




	Week 2
	Date: 01/12/2026

	Part I: Defining the neurodevelopmental dimension continued:  
	Chapter 3: Cognitive and social Development

Bonthrone, A. F., Green, D., Morgan, A. T., Mankad, K., Clark, C. A., & Liégeois, F. J. (2024). Attention and motor profiles in children with developmental coordination disorder: A neuropsychological and neuroimaging investigation. Developmental Medicine & Child Neurology, 66(3), 362–378.




	Week 3
	Date: 01/19/2026

	Part I: Defining the neurodevelopmental dimension continued:  

	Chapter 4: Recovery from early brain insult: Plasticity, early vulnerability, and their neural bases




	Week 4
	Date: 01/26/2026

	[bookmark: _Hlk218273950]Childhood brain Disorders 
	Chapter 9: Childhood Traumatic Brain injury 

Select Articles on Canvas



	Week 5
	Date: 02/02/2026

	 Childhood brain Disorders continued:
	Chapter 5: Genetic and metabolic brain disorders






	Week 6
	Date: 02/09/2026

	 Childhood brain disorders continued:  
	Chapter 6: Structural disorders of the brain 

Select Articles in Canvas



	Week 7
	Date: 02/16/2026

	 Childhood brain Disorders continued:  

	Chapter 7: Perinatal brain insults 

Select Articles in Canvas



	Week 8
	DATE: 02/23/2026

	
Childhood brain Disorders continued
	Chapter 8: Neurodevelopmental disorders
Articles on Canvas 

Select Articles in Canvas




	Week 9
	DATE: 03/01/2026 – 03/08/2026

	SPRING BREAK
	



	Week 10
	DATE: 03/09/2026

	Midterm
	



	Week 12
	DATE: 03/16/2026

	Childhood brain Disorders continued:
	Chapter 10: Childhood epilepsy

Articles on Canvas



	[bookmark: _Hlk218183368]Week 12
	DATE: 03/23/2026

	 Childhood brain Disorders continued: 
	Select Articles in Canvas 
Autism Spectrum Disorder
Nonverbal Learning Disabilities




	Week 13
	DATE: 03/30/2026

	Childhood brain Disorders continued:
	Selected Readings in Canvas re:  
Neuropsychology of Pediatric Anxiety Disorders.
Neurobiological and Neuropsychological Impact of early life trauma




	Week 14
	Date: 04/06/2026

	Human Immunodeficiency Virus and Infectious diseases of the Central Nervous System
	Select Articles available in Canvas




	Week 15
	Date: 04/13/2026

	Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders
	Select Articles in Canvas




	Week 16
	Date: 04/20/2026

	Interventions

Ethics and Multicultural Topics in Pediatric Neuropsychology

	Chapter 12: Interventions for children with brain disorders

Select Articles in Canvas



	Week 17 – FINALS WEEK
	Date: 04/27/2026

	Final Exam
	*Due 11:59pm EST Friday 05/01/2026



*Friday 5/1 is that last day of Spring semester. Therefore, the final exam is due on Friday, not the usual Sunday.
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