
CS 200.800 Computing, AI, and Society 
Spring 2026 

 
Class Meeting Information 
Time:  Semi-Asynchronous (Lectures/Assignments/etc. posted weekly) 
Location:  Online (Canvas) 
 
Instructor Information 
Name:   Ben Diekhoff 
Department:  Computer Science 
University: Ball State University, Muncie, Indiana 
 
My office hours and contact information are posted in the syllabus document on Canvas. 
The best way to reach me is through my BSU email. 
 
 
Required Materials 
Text:   Blown to Bits: Your Life, Liberty, and Happiness After the Digital Explosion, 2nd Edition 
Author:  Hal Abelson, Ken Ledeen, Harry Lewis, Wendy Seltzer 
ISBN:   9780134850016 
This can be downloaded for free (legally) from the authors’ website: 
https://www.bitsbook.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/9780137441075-Blown-to-Bits-2e.pdf 
 

 
Course Description 
Introduction to computing, artificial intelligence, and other emerging technologies with a focus on how 
these technologies affect many aspects of society. Topics include core computer science concepts in a 
format suitable for all majors, ethical and privacy implications of technology use in society, and how 
emerging artificial intelligence techniques and other computing advances impact multiple areas of society.  
Credit hours: 3  
 
Prerequisites 
None 
 
Course Objectives 
This course is part of the Scientific Ways of Knowing category of Ball State University’s 
University Core Curriculum (UCC). The UCC introduces students to cultural experiences that will 
contribute to establishing meaningful lives. It fosters their intellectual potential, adds breadth and depth 
to their educational and cultural experiences and increases their personal well-being. 
 
By the end of the course, students should be able to: 

1. Identify, compare, and evaluate the fundamental computer science concepts that affect and 
support modern society. 

2. Identify, compare, and evaluate core ethical frameworks applied in computing situations. 

https://www.bitsbook.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/9780137441075-Blown-to-Bits-2e.pdf


3. Identify, compare, and evaluate important societal issues in communication technologies such 
as privacy issues, encryption technologies, digital rights, and freedom of speech issues. 

4. Identify, compare, and evaluate strengths and weaknesses of neural networks and related AI 
tools through prompt engineering technique exploration. 

5. Synthesize tools for exploring and communicating issues described in the course using low-code 
or no-code development tools. 

 
Course Modality 
This course is offered in an online, semi-asynchronous format through Canvas. Course content and 
assignments are arranged in weekly modules. Each module is composed from the following items: 
lecture videos,  assignments, and weekly quizzes. Students can work through each week’s material at 
their own pace, keeping in mind the submission deadline. Students are encouraged to utilize office 
hours to leverage one-on-one help.  
 
Class Requirements 
In addition to the required materials (see above), a reliable internet connection will be necessary to 
access course content and exams on Canvas. 
 
Course Assignments and Assessments 
The class is taught using a combination of lecture, discussions, quizzes, exams, individual (and group) 
assignments, and activities. 
 
We will spend most of our class time discussing issues and exploring different points of view. Students 
are expected to complete assigned readings, watch posted lecture videos, and submit assignments, 
quizzes, and exams as required. 
 
Students may be questioned over the material, enter into discussions about the material with other 
students, and work in small groups on activities and assignments related to the material. 
 
Lecture and assignment details, including instructions, relevant readings, due dates, and grading 
criteria/rubrics will be posted and updated on Canvas. Please check Canvas regularly to stay informed 
and on track. 
 
Course Grading Scale 
The grading scale for the class and assignment weights are posted on Canvas in the syllabus document. 
 
Class Attendance Policy 
This is an online asynchronous class. Students are expected to manage their time and ensure they are 
completing and submitting all assignments as necessary. Course updates/assignments will be posted on 
Canvas. If you have a legitimate reason for not being able to keep up (illness, family emergency, etc.) 
you are responsible for emailing me so we can coordinate and work something out according to Ball 
State regulations.  
 
 
Feedback Policy 

• I will usually reply to emails within 24 hours during week-days and within 48 hours on the 
weekend.  



• I will usually have grades entered within two weeks of the assignment due date. Some things 
may take longer to grade.  

• Please feel free to contact me directly if you have questions or concerns about your 
performance in class. 

 
Late Assignment Policy 
Homework assignments, exams, quizzes, projects, and activities must be submitted by the due date. 
Late submissions will not be accepted.  
 
Disability Statement 
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact me as soon 
as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; 
documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be 
provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 
 
Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities 
We will uphold the BSU Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities.  Of particular interest for this 
course are the following sections: 

• Section V: Code of Conduct 

• Section VII: Student Academic Ethics Policy 
 
Generative AI Statement 
You may use generative AI applications for some work submitted in this course. You will be informed as 
to when, where, and how these tools are permitted to be used, along with guidance for attribution. Any 
use outside of this permission constitutes a violation of Ball State University’s Student Academic Ethics 
Policy. 

 
University Statement 
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the 
various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a 
culture of respect and civil discourse.  
 
Freedom of Expression  
In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, 
encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we 
treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect 
and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement 
on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s 
Beneficence Pledge. 
 
 
 
Title IX 
Ball State University is committed to providing a safe and inclusive learning environment for all 
students. If you or someone you know has experienced sexual harassment—including sexual assault, 
dating violence, domestic violence, or stalking, please know that you are not alone. The University offers 
support services and resources. For more information or to report an incident, please 
visit bsu.edu/titleix or contact the Title IX Coordinator at 765-285-1545 or at titleix@bsu.edu    

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/disability-services
mailto:dsd@bsu.edu
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/freedom-of-expression-statement
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/freedom-of-expression-statement
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/faculty-toolkit
https://www.bsu.edu/about/beneficence
https://www.bsu.edu/about/beneficence
mailto:bsu.edu/titleix
mailto:titleix@bsu.edu


 
As your instructor, I am a mandatory reporter under the Title IX policy and required to report any 
information I receive about possible sexual harassment. This includes information shared in class 
discussions, assignments, or private conversations. 
 
What happens after I report? The Title IX Coordinator will email the person who experienced sexual 
harassment (complainant) and invite them to schedule a meeting. If the complainant chooses to meet 
with the Title IX Coordinator, 

• Title IX Coordinator will offer supportive measures (e.g., counseling, extensions on deadlines, 
course-related adjustments, changes to work or class schedules, and/or referrals to campus 
offices), review the policy, and discuss options to move forward. 

• If a complaint is filed by the complainant or the University, an investigation will begin following 
University policy. 

 
Attendance 
Faculty are required to establish attendance policies for their courses and ensure that they 
communicate these policies through their course syllabi. In some cases, faculty may be asked to provide 
the last date of attendance for a student in association with financial aid requirement.  
 
Students are expected to review course syllabi regarding absence guidelines and follow those guidelines. 
Course attendance policies must be consistent with University policy. The University has a number of 
specific policies regarding student absences that are housed within different areas. Explore Ball State 
course attendance policies.  
 
The Learning Center 
The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball State. 
Students can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. To make an 
appointment, visit my.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Additional Tools Section, or just go 
directly to https://bsu.navigate.eab.com. 
 
Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have received 
the appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be administered in the Learning 
Center. 
 
Supplemental Instruction is available in select courses. If you have an SI leader for your course, that 
person will provide students with information the first week of school regarding weekly study 
sessions. For more information about all of our programming, visit https://bsu.edu/learningcenteror call 
765-285-1006. Follow us on Instagram: BallStateLC. 
 
Important Dates  
Posted on Canvas in the syllabus document. 
 
Subject to Change Statement 
This syllabus and schedule are subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances. 
 
 
 

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/attendance-policies
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/attendance-policies
https://bsu.navigate.eab.com/
https://bsu.edu/learningcenter

