Theatre 299X – Cabaret
Course Syllabus – Spring 2026


INSTRUCTOR INFO:
· David Little/ Johnna Tavianini
· Office: WQ 007
· Cell Phone: Little: 412-512-2288/ Tavianini: 818-943-1297
· Email: Little: dtlittle@bsu.edu Tavianini:  jatavianini@bsu.edu
· Office Hours: By Appointment


This studio performance course is worth 2 credit hours. It will require 150 minutes of in-class work per week as well as a minimum 20 minutes of out-of-class work per week – study, practice, etc.
The class will meet on Mon. & Wed. 2:00 – 3:30 pm in Room WQ 013



COURSE OBJECTIVES:







EVALUATION:




ASSIGNMENTS:













REQUIRED MATERIALS:




ATTENDANCE:



Upon completion of this course, each student should be able to:
· Demonstrate improved proper vocal technique.
· Understand cabaret genres and styles.
· Present materials from cabaret repertoire and/or in cabaret styles.
· Demonstrate increased knowledge and awareness of Cabaret as an art form, its history, and general practices. 

Evaluation will be based on attendance, participation, assignments, and final performance.


Students are expected to attend all classes and rehearsals, prepare and submit weekly assignments. Students will be assigned
performance dates to present and work songs of their choice during studio class. Song preparation sheets will be due prior to each student's performance date. Students are expected to be every week for practice sessions, and studio class. They are also expected to read and comprehend any assigned literature. Assignments might include but are not limited to song prep sheets, repertoire lists, jury selections, music/book preparation and in-class observations.



One (1) One-inch 3- ring binder, recording device, pencil and sheet protectors (non-glare), A current head shot, and current bio.


Students are required to attend all classes and scheduled rehearsals. Any student with more than two unexcused absences for any combination of class and rehearsals will be subject to a failing grade.
Excused absences will only be given due to personal tragedy and/or documented illness. A letter pertaining to the tragedy or a doctor's note must be presented at the next class to be excused. Make up work is the responsibility of the student. Missed accompanist sessions will not be rescheduled.

REPERTOIRE:		Students are expected to learn a variety of repertoire representative of Cabaret periods, genres and styles. Repertoire will be guided/determined by the class instructors.

STUDIO CLASS:		Each student will have the opportunity to perform and work songs in front of his/her respective voice studio. This class is not only for performers to gain experience and refine their performance, but for those watching to develop critical observation skills. At times throughout the semester, students may be asked to write observations in class to be handed in for review. Students must work with the accompanist one week prior to their scheduled performance date; however, students should always be prepared to sing at every class, just in case. For the most part, props and costumes are discouraged. If   you feel either is necessary to your piece, please speak with the instructor during a lesson prior to studio class.

FINAL 
PERFORMANCE:		Students are required to participate in a final performance in front of a live audience on Friday, April 10, 2026. The performance will be held at The Cabaret at in Indianapolis, IN.  Details about the performance will be shared with the class at the outset of the semester. A maximum of two songs will be performed by each member of the class. Song choices will be made, together, by the student and the instructors. Failure to participate in the final performance will result in a failing grade for the semester.  In addition, all students are required to participate in any additional rehearsals, classes, presentations, etc. established during the semester.

GRADING:	Class attendance & participation: 25%   Completion/submission of assignments: 25%  
	Final Performance: 50% 

GENERAL 
EXPECTATIONS:		Students are expected to be on time and fully prepared for every class, and rehearsal. A professional and courteous attitude toward instructors, accompanists, and peers is expected at all times. Illness can and will happen, so it is up to the individual to take the proper precautions to maintain a healthy lifestyle. Students will provide copies of their music to the accompanist for rehearsal purposes. Music for in-class performance will be brought on a weekly basis and must be properly prepared.
  
Academic Dishonesty:	
· Academic dishonesty involves intentional violations of procedures that protect the integrity of the coursework completed by a student. For more information about academic dishonesty, visit the Student Academic Ethics Policy website, 

http://cms.bsu.edu/About/AdministrativeOffices/StudentRights/PoliciesandProcedures/ Student Code/VIIEthicsPolicy.aspx


Conduct:	
· Students will conduct themselves in a manner that is appropriate for class and in line with standards set forth by Ball State University and the Department of Theatre and Dance.  Read more about Ball State’s Code of Conduct at:

http://cms.bsu.edu/About/AdministrativeOffices/StudentRights/PoliciesandProcedures/Student Code/VCodeConduct.aspx

· The use of cell phones and all other personal electronic devices is prohibited during class unless the instructor indicates otherwise (i.e. taking notes on a laptop, audio recording lectures/classes). 

DSD Office:
· If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact Disability Services as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. .

If you need adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, if you have emergency
medical information to share with me, or if you need special arrangements in case the building
must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible.


Ball State University aspires to attract and retain a diverse faculty, staff, and student body. We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse as expressed in our https://www.bsu.edu/about/beneficence and university resources https://www.bsu.edu/campuslife/multicultural-center/resources”
Statement from the BSU Counseling Center:
The Ball State University Counseling Center offers free and confidential services to all students. The Counseling Center is located in Lucina Hall, Room 320. To schedule an appointment, you can contact us at 765-285-1736. Ball State also offers a 24/7 Crisis Line, which can be reached at 765-285-HOPE (4673). The Crisis Line is a mental health resource for those who are struggling with any mental health concerns, including thoughts of self-harm and/or suicide.  
At the Ball State Counseling Center, we see students for a variety of reasons, some of which include homesickness, relationship concerns, anxiety, and depression. At your first appointment, you will work with a therapist to create a plan that will connect you with resources that best fit your needs. We assist students with getting connected to therapy at our Center as well as connecting students to self-help resources, other on-campus resources, and community-based resources. All Ball State students also have access to several on-demand, self-help resources through a variety of different platforms. All of these resources, including a direct link to our website, can be found here.  
Freedom of Expression: 
In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge.
Title IX: 
Ball State University is committed to providing a safe and inclusive learning environment for all students. If you or someone you know has experienced sexual harassment—including sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence, or stalking, please know that you are not alone. The University offers support services and resources. For more information or to report an incident, please visit bsu.edu/titleix or contact the Title IX Coordinator at 765-285-1545 or at titleix@bsu.edu
As your instructor, I am a mandatory reporter under the Title IX policy and required to report any information I receive about possible sexual harassment. This includes information shared in class discussions, assignments, or private conversations.
· What happens after I report? The Title IX Coordinator will email the person who experienced sexual harassment (complainant) and invite them to schedule a meeting. If the complainant chooses to meet with the Title IX Coordinator,
· Title IX Coordinator will offer supportive measures (e.g., counseling, extensions on deadlines, course-related adjustments, changes to work or class schedules, and/or referrals to campus offices), review the policy, and discuss options to move forward.
· If a complaint is filed by the complainant or the University, an investigation will begin following University policy. 












