Syllabus and Schedule Subject to Change

SUMMER 2026 SYLLABUS FOR ENG 104: COMPOSING RESEARCH (3 CREDITS)
Prerequisite: ENG 101 and 102; or ENG 103; or appropriate placement. Class Meetings: English 104-800, 801, and 90J (M-F—Online/Asynchronous)

[bookmark: _Hlk228971193]Contact Information: Brian Morrison @ bdmorrison@bsu.edu 
Office Information: RB 281/Remote. For office hours see policy below.

Course Description: English 104 applies the fundamentals of rhetoric to the research process: methods of research; the rhetorical nature of research; elements, strategies, and conventions common to research writing, including multimodal presentations of new knowledge.

More Specifically: Organized around the theme “Fake and Fact,” this class will give students the tools to analyze the political and social rhetoric of arguments implicit in contemporary media. Students will be presented with readings that demonstrate the importance of critical examination and the differences between an opinion or assertion and a supported claim. Course completion will require students to compose several projects culminating in a 2500-word research essay and multimodal project.

Course Goals (AS SET BY THE WRITING PROGRAM)
· Create and complete research projects. This involves generating a research question, engaging in critical/analytical reading, developing an argument with evidence collected from both primary and secondary research, and documenting sources appropriately.
· Align research questions with appropriate research methods.
· Employ critical thinking in evaluation, speculation, analysis, and synthesis required to evolve and complete a research project.
· Use a variety of strategies to gather and organize information appropriate for the context and persuasive to the intended audience.
· Use the university research library to forward their research agenda.
· Engage in collaborative research.
· Employ format, syntax, punctuation, and spelling appropriate to various rhetorical situations in a stylistically sophisticated manner.
· Collect, analyze, and organize research information in verbally and visually compelling ways.
· Take initiative for the development and completion of individual and joint research projects.
Course Content and Format (as set by the Writing Program)
The content and format of ENG 104 are designed to enable students to:
· Discuss, analyze, and respond to texts composed in a variety of media that develop an argument by relying on different kinds of research and that are addressed to diverse academic audiences;
· Analyze the connections among research questions, research methods, audience, and style;
· Design various research projects that involve generating a question, collecting data, analyzing data, and interpreting the analysis;
· Conduct research projects that rely on various means of gathering data, including but not limited to fieldwork, online research, and library research;
· Analyze data collected through a variety of methods;
· Compose proposals, progress reports, and final research reports for individual projects;
· Compose final research reports that are persuasive and appropriate for the intended audience and context;
· Compose research reports in multiple drafts, involving peer feedback, self-reflection, instructor’s written comments, and teacher-student conferences;
· Reflect regularly on the choices available and the decisions made in the creation and completion of research projects.

Required Materials
· Your Ball State Email Account: Check your BSU Webmail and Canvas every day.
· BallPoint, Vol. 2 (BP 2 in Schedule): Link uploaded to Canvas (Password: chirp104).
· Access to internet and a quality word processing program (Microsoft Word is ideal).
Minor and Major Assignment Grades
Minor Assignment Grades (300 Points or 30% of Total Grade)
	Assignment(s)
	Description
	Point Value
	Due Date

	Homework Exercises
	Smaller writing exercises (10 posts worth 10 pts. each + 3 for extra credit)
	100 pts. or
10% of total grade
	See Schedule

	Drafting Grade
	Rough Drafts, Peer Reviews, Sentence Drafts,
and the WA 3 Half Draft
	200 pts. or
20% of total grade
	See
Schedule



Major Assignment Grades (700 Points or 70% of Total Grade)
	Writing Assignments (WAs)
	Length
	Point Value
	Final Draft Due

	WA 1: Research Proposal and Narrative
	1500 Words
	200 pts. or 20%
	6/2/26

	WA 2: Annotated Bibliography
	1500 Words
	150 pts. or 15%
	6/18/26

	WA 3: Cultural Critique Essay
	2500 Words
	200 pts. or 20%
	7/13/26

	WA 4: Multimodal Project (Final Exam)
	1000 Words
	150 pts. or 15%
	7/17/26



Note on Grading: The deadline for assignments is 11:59 PM EST (Eastern Standard Time) on Canvas.

GRADING SCALE: Grades can be converted to percentages like this: A=100-93, A-=92-90, B+=89-88, B=87-83, B-=82-80, C+=79-78, C=77-73, C-=72-70, D+=69-68, D=67-63, D-=62-60, F=59 or below. Those who earn a grade lower than a C will be required to retake the course.
Major Assignment Descriptions
WA 1 (Research Proposal and Narrative): A formal research proposal, also known as a prospectus, requires you to consider the elements that can make or break an argument. You will build a plan for a later research essay in which you will be asked to write about a significant issue in your major field of study and suggest ways to improve it. A full narrative will also be required for WA 1.

WA 2 (Annotated Bibliography): Your assignment is to provide proper MLA citations, summaries, assessments, and reflections for several of the secondary sources you plan to use in WA 3.

WA 3 (Cultural Critique): Your assignment with WA 3 is to concentrate on an issue that students in your major face and propose a well-informed plan for faculty/administrators to solve this problem. This will be the 2500-word multimodal essay culminating from the first two major assignments (WA 1-WA 2).

WA 4: Multimodal Project: You will build an original multimodal newspaper front page story based on your semester-long project with a rationale for your rhetorical design choices.


Course Policies

Attendance Policy: Check in on Canvas daily, and keep up with homework assignments and readings. We have a limited amount of time to strengthen our critical writing, reading, thinking, and research skills. To put it another way, attendance daily (online) is obligatory. Contact me asap if attendance/assignment completion becomes an issue. Read the “This Week in English 104” portion posted on Canvas every week.

Missed or Late Work: Excused absences include: disability accommodations, pregnancy, hospitalization or medical leave, bereavement leave, religious observance, jury duty or court witness leave, military leave, and Ball State approved events. If you need a mental or physical health day, email me to let me know. Also, contact me if you need an extension on an assignment or have fallen behind. 

Computer Responsibilities: We will all rely on technology to complete English 104 this semester. If you have concerns or if you lose internet or computer access, please contact me immediately so we may discuss potential needs for assignment extensions. Phone the IT Help Desk at 765-285-1517.

Freedom of Expression: In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge. On this note, if you have a preferred pronoun, please let me know immediately.
Diversity Statement: Ball State University aspires to be a university that attracts and retains a diverse faculty, staff and student body. We are committed to ensuring that all members of the campus community are welcome through our practice of valuing the various experiences and world views of those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse as evident in our Beneficence Pledge. For Bias Incident Response service information, go to bsu.edu/multiculturalcenter/bias or e-mail mc2@bsu.edu.

Disability Statement: We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

FERPA: The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act protects your privacy as a student; university personnel and faculty are not permitted to share information about your academic progress with anyone outside the university (e.g., your parents) without your permission.

Plagiarism Policy: Using someone else's work as your own, improperly documenting sources, and even repurposing one of your existing papers for this class all constitute plagiarism. The University has strict guidelines regarding academic dishonesty, and under certain conditions, plagiarism can result in expulsion from Ball State. Please review the Student Academic Ethics Policy. A good rule of thumb: If you're not sure you're violating these rules, talk to me about it. If I find evidence of plagiarism, intentional or unintentional, I will schedule a meeting with you to talk about the nature of the offense.

Artificial Intelligence Policy: All assignments should be your own original work, created for this class. We will discuss what constitutes plagiarism, cheating, or academic dishonesty more in class. You must do your own work. You cannot reuse work written for another class. You should not use paraphrasing software (“spinbots”) or AI writing software (like ChatGTP) for anything other than idea generation. Do not take direct writing or information from generative AI.

Office Hours: All conferences will take place over Zoom. My primary office hours are TR from 10-12. All meetings need appointments. I am also available outside these hours.

Classroom Expectations: Mutual respect is to be considered obligatory. I ask primarily that you keep up with scheduled assignments and course readings. Please consider your tone when emailing, but email as often as you need to. I am here to help.

Title IX: Ball State University is committed to providing a safe and inclusive learning environment for all students. If you or someone you know has experienced sexual harassment—including sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence, or stalking, please know that you are not alone. The University offers support services and resources. For more information or to report an incident, please visit bsu.edu/titleix or contact the Title IX Coordinator at 765-285-1545 or at titleix@bsu.edu. 
	As your instructor, I am a mandatory reporter under the Title IX policy and required to report any information I receive about possible sexual harassment. This includes information shared in class discussions, assignments, or private conversations. 
	What happens after I report? The Title IX Coordinator will email the person who experienced sexual harassment (complainant) and invite them to schedule a meeting. If the complainant chooses to meet with the Title IX Coordinator, 
· Title IX Coordinator will offer supportive measures (e.g., counseling, extensions on deadlines, course-related adjustments, changes to work or class schedules, and/or referrals to campus offices), review the policy, and discuss options to move forward. 
· If a complaint is filed by the complainant or the University, an investigation will begin following University policy. 

University Grade Appeal Policy: If you believe you received a final course grade that does not reflect your performance due to fairness or a procedural issue, you have the right to file an appeal within 5 school days after final grades are posted by the Office of the Registrar. Review the University Grade Appeal Policy and Process.

Student Academic Ethics Policy: Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the VPAA’s academic integrity website (Students tab) for resources on understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, please read the University Student Academic Ethics Policy. 
Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage (cheating), presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and falsifying academic records. Unless otherwise indicated, you must work independently by yourself. Check with me if you are unsure whether something constitutes academic dishonesty. Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to: 
· Using resources not authorized by the faculty member (including devices, AI tools, hidden notes, and open books) 
· Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments (Chegg, Course Hero, StudyPool, OneClass, etc.). 
· Without the instructor’s written permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded assignments class notes, exams, study guides, or other course materials to other students or to third-party vendors (Course Hero, Chegg, 24HourAnswers, etc.). 
· Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects. 
· Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not. 
· Reusing your own work from another semester, course, or section. 
· Sharing answers with others during exams (passing notes, texting, whispering, gesturing) 
· Discussing exam questions and answers with students who have not taken the exam. 
· Soliciting others to complete work for you. 

Land Acknowledgment: As we come together as a learning community, I want to acknowledge that our physical campus is situated on the traditional homelands of the Myaamiaki (Miami) and Lenape (Delaware) peoples upon whose territory the university stands.

ON-CAMPUS RESOURCES

Writing Center: All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295, Bracken Library, or online) to get additional feedback on your writing. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go to www.bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are available. However, plan ahead because appointments book quickly! EXTRA CREDIT (5 points) is available once per course unit if you meet with a Writing Center tutor. Make an appointment, get tutoring, and ask your tutor to email me with details about your session.

Learning Center: The Learning Center offers free tutoring for many courses in the University Core Curriculum or any writing task and general study strategies such as time management, test taking, speed reading, and effective textbook reading and note taking. They are open Monday-Thursday, 10am-4pm and on Friday from 10am-2pm. Call 765-285-1006 or visit NQ 350 to make an appointment to meet with an instructor.

Counseling Center: Being a college student is exceedingly stressful, and Ball State's Counseling services are in place to help students achieve success in both their personal and academic lives. They provide free and confidential psychological and career resources to students and are located in Lucina, room 320. They can be reached at 765-285-1736.

The Speaking Center: The Speaking Center is a free resource available to all members of the BSU community wanting to improve their public speaking abilities. We offer personalized coaching designed to help you become a more confident and effective speaker. Our trained coaches provide constructive feedback and support throughout the entire speech preparation process, whether you are in the early stages of brainstorming ideas and organizing your thoughts, or you need to practice your delivery and refine your message. The Center is in the David Letterman Communication and Media Building, room 302. To schedule an appointment, please access us through your Navigate app or use this direct link to sign up for a time. Appointments are available both in person and on Zoom. Appointments are available in person, on Zoom, and in virtual reality (VR) for those interested in practicing in an immersive speaking environment. 

Basic Needs Hub: If you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not have a safe and reliable place to sleep, and/or experiencing an emergency or crisis, help is available through the Basic Needs Hub. The Basic Needs Hub has information, resources, and provides individualized support to students. To talk with a supportive staff member about your experience, receive one on one assistance, or learn more about resources, you can submit a Basic Needs Assistance Form..


SUMMER 2026 COURSE SCHEDULE FOR ENGLISH 104-800, 801, & 90J
UNIT ONE: RESEARCH PROPOSAL AND NARRATIVE

Week 1
	Week 1
	Description/Agenda
	Reading(s) Due
	Assignment(s) Due

	M, 5/11
	Syllabus, Course Policies
	Course syllabus, policies, schedule
	None

	T, 5/12
	103 Review, Fallacies, Claims, and Proofs
	“Common Fallacies,” “Claims and
Proofs,” BP 2: 103 Review
	Low-stakes Quiz 1

	W, 5/13
	Assignment of WA 1
	WA 1 Prompt, Bedford: Ch. 7
	None

	R, 5/14
	Planning Research and Generating a Research Question
	BP 2: Planning Research: “Generating a Topic” &
“Generating a Research Question”
	HW Exercise 1

	F, 5/15
	Critical Reading and WA 1 Introduction
	Bedford: Ch. 2, Howell-Major: “Exam Scams,” Narration and Register 
	HW Exercise 2


Week 2
	Week 2
	Description/Agenda
	Reading(s) Due
	Assignment(s) Due

	M, 5/18
	Identifying Fake News
	“The Danger of Fake News,” Sagan: “The Burden of Skepticism”
	Low-stakes Quiz 2

	T, 5/19
	Global Rhetorics, Plagiarism, and Generative AI Tools
	“Global Rhetorics,” “Avoiding Plagiarism and Ethical GAI Usage,” Gallagher: “Lessons Learned”
Supplemental: Watch this video
Supplemental: Watch this video
	None

	W, 5/20
	Library Research Day
	BP 2: Secondary Research: Gathering Evidence
	HW Exercise 3

	R, 5/21
	Review of Literature and Working Annotated Bibliography
	WA 1 Prompt, “Writing a Research Proposal,” BP 2: Secondary Research: “Engaging in Critical…”
	HW Exercise 4.1

	F, 5/22
	Explanation of Information Collection and Project Timeline
	WA 1 Prompt
	HW Exercise 4.2


Week 3
	Week 3
	Description/Agenda
	Reading(s) Due
	Assignment(s) Due

	M, 5/25
	Memorial Day—No Classes

	T, 5/26
	Writing/Grading Criteria
	WA 1 Sample Student Essay
	HW Exercise 5

	W, 5/27
	Writing—Work on WA 1
	None
	None

	R, 5/28
	Writing—Work on WA 1
	None
	WA 1: Rough Draft

	F, 5/29
	Reflection and Review
	BP 2: Writing Process: Revision,
Assigned Student Essay
	WA 1: Peer Review 




UNIT TWO: ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY

Week 4
	Week 4
	Description/Agenda
	Reading(s) Due
	Assignment(s) Due

	M, 6/1
	Revision—Work on WA 1
	Your Own Essay
	WA 1: Sentence Draft

	T, 6/2
	Revision—Work on WA 1
	Your Own Essay
	WA 1: Final Draft

	W, 6/3
	Assignment of WA 2
	WA 2 Prompt, BP 2: Writing It Up: Annotated Bibliography
	Low-stakes Quiz 3

	R, 6/4
	Summarizing, Quoting, Paraphrasing, and Citing
	BP 2: Writing It Up: Incorporating Secondary Sources
	HW Exercise 6

	F, 6/5
	Catch-up Day! 
	None
	None


Week 5
	Week 5
	Description/Agenda
	Reading(s) Due
	Assignment(s) Due

	M, 6/8
	Assessment and Reflection
	None
	HW Exercise 7

	T, 6/9
	Writing/Grading Criteria
	WA 2 Sample Student Essay
	HW Exercise 8

	W, 6/10
	Writing—Work on WA 2
	None
	None

	R, 6/11
	Writing—Work on WA 2
	None
	None

	F, 6/12
	Writing—Work on WA 2
	None
	WA 2: Rough Draft


Week 6
	Week 6
	Description/Agenda
	Reading(s) Due
	Assignment(s) Due

	M, 6/15
	Reflection and Review
	Assigned Student Essay
	WA 2: Peer Review

	T, 6/16
	Reflection and Review
	Your Own Essay
	WA 2: Sentence Draft

	W, 6/17
	Writing—Work on WA 2
	None
	None

	R, 6/18
	Revision—Work on WA 2
	Your Own Essay
	WA 2: Final Draft

	F, 6/19
	Juneteenth—No Classes



UNIT THREE: CULTURAL CRITIQUE ESSAY 

Week 7
	Week 7
	Description/Agenda
	Reading(s) Due
	Assignment(s) Due

	M, 6/22
	Assignment of WA 3, Primary Research: Interviews and Survey
	WA 3 Prompt, Interview & Survey Prompts, BP 2: Primary Research
	HW Exercise 9

	T, 6/23
	Rhetoric, Thesis Statements 
	Writing Introductions
	HW Exercise 10

	W, 6/24
	Catch-up Day!
	None
	None

	R, 6/25
	Catch-up Day!
	None
	None

	F, 6/26
	Counterarguments & Rebuttals
	“Counterarguments & Rebuttals”
	HW Exercise 11


Week 8
	Week 8
	Description/Agenda
	Reading(s) Due
	Assignment(s) Due

	M, 6/29
	Writing Day, Building a Research Outline
	Organizing Your WA 3 Essay and Where to Place Sources in… Essay
	HW Exercise 12

	T, 6/30
	Multimodal Writing: Design Principles
	Hollars: “Sasquatch in a Shell, Bedford: Ch. 16
	Low-stakes Quiz 4

	W, 7/1
	Writing/Grading Criteria
	WA 3 Sample Student Essay
	HW Exercise 13

	R, 7/2
	Writing—Work on Half Draft
	None
	WA 3: Half Draft

	F, 7/3
	Independence Day Celebration—No Classes


Week 9
	Week 9
	Description/Agenda
	Reading(s) Due
	Assignment(s) Due

	M, 7/6
	Writing—Work on WA 3
	None
	None

	T, 7/7
	Writing—Work on WA 3
	None
	WA 3: Rough Draft

	W, 7/8
	Reflection and Review
	Assigned Student Essay
	WA 3: Peer Review

	R, 7/9
	Writing/Revision
	Your Own Essay
	WA 3: Sentence Draft

	F, 7/10
	Writing—Work on WA 3
	None
	None



UNIT FOUR: MULTIMODAL PROJECT

Week 10
	Week 10
	Description/Agenda
	Reading(s) Due
	Assignment(s) Due

	M, 7/13
	Revision—Work on WA 3
	None
	WA 3: Final Draft

	T, 7/14
	Assignment of WA 4, Visual Rhetoric, Multimodality
	WA 4 Prompt, Sample Newspaper Front Pages
	Low-stakes Quiz 5

	W, 7/15
	Writing—Work on WA 4
	None
	None

	R, 7/16
	Writing/Optional Conferences
	BP 2: Appendixes: BP Contest
	None

	F, 7/17
	Final Due @ 11:59 P.M.
	None
	Final Exam (WA 4)



1

