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Dramaturg’s Note

“l was told that in life | only had to do two things. Stay Black and die. That was it. And | did
both,” Tyler Evans. As of October 31, 2025, 435 people of color have been killed by the
police. A story like Goodnight, Tyleris important to tell because of the rising number of
victims of police brutality. Police brutality is the excessive, unlawful, and unwarranted use
of force by law enforcement against an individual or a group. Goodnight, Tyler

examines what happens to friends, family, and communities when a person of

color is unlawfully killed at the hands of police. While this story is about fictional
characters, there is also mention of Black people that have been killed by police in real
life including Breonna Taylor, Tamir Rice, and Michael Brown.

In 2013, Alicia Garza, Patrisse Cullors, and Opal Tometi created a Black-centered political-
movement-building project called #BlackLivesMatter in response to the acquittal

of unarmed teenager Trayvon Martin’s murder. Black Lives Matter became a central player
in protests around the deaths of Black men, women, and children at the hands of local
police, which led to national protests surrounding the death of George Floyd in
Minneapolis, MN, in May of 2020. BLM defines their organization as: “An abolition-centered
foundation fighting institutional injustice and serving Black people globally.” The different
pillars of Black Lives Matter are policy, art, healing justice, frontline organizing, research &
education, and culture. The organization uses these pillars as a way to invest in and uplift
Black voices, lives, and identities.
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