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Update From President Mearns
Ball State President Geoffrey S. Mearns offered
these highlights regarding campus enrollment,
construction projects, and fundraising at the
recent Board of Trustees meeting:
• More than 25,000 high school students
have applied for admission to our
University, which is a record. Our
preliminary total applicants have increased
more than 13 percent from last year, with
30 percent being test-optional applicants.
Acceptances and confirmations are also
well ahead of last year’s pace.

Geoffrey S. Mearns
Ball State University President

• Construction of our Health Professions
Building remains on schedule. The
building, at Riverside Avenue and Martin
Street, is set to open in time for this
Fall semester. Academic departments
in the College of Health are counseling
psychology, social psychology, and
counseling; kinesiology; military science;
nursing; nutrition and health science; social
work; and speech pathology and audiology.
• Progress continues on our new
North Residential Neighborhood.
Foundations have been poured and
walls are going up for our new residence

hall and dining facility, both of which will
open in 2020. We expect to break ground
on a second new residence hall in the area
later this year. These two new residence
halls will let us demolish the remaining
LaFollette complex in 2021.
• Soon we will begin work on developing
our East Mall, which will help alleviate
congestion on McKinley Avenue and
provide a new bicycle and pedestrian
corridor through the center of campus.
Around this same time, we anticipate
breaking ground for our new Foundational
Sciences Building, which will be built
immediately to the south of our new
Health Professions Building. The new
five-story building will consist of six
classrooms, 28 teaching and 44 research
laboratories, a research library, an imaging
suite, conference rooms, computer labs,
collaborative space, and faculty offices.
The Foundational Sciences Building, along
with the Health Professions Building,
is part of a phased plan to replace the
aging Cooper Science Complex. The new
buildings will support 21st century scienceand health-based academic programs,
enabling Ball State to prepare students to
fill roles in health and science, technology,
engineering, and math (STEM) fields in the
coming decades.
• In the coming months, we will begin
construction on our New York Avenue
parking garage, and we anticipate a
groundbreaking later this year for our new
Multicultural Center, which will be in the
heart of campus.
• The Ball State University Foundation
reports that philanthropic commitments
have increased more than $7 million for
fiscal year 2019 compared to last year.
The current total—$22 million—represents
a 51 percent increase from the $14.6
million received at this time last year. We
are grateful to our alumni and friends for
their sustained generosity. 

More to

Celebrate!
Ball State’s Centennial Celebration extends
off campus with two April events:
One Ball State Day, April 9 — This 24-hour
fundraising event is open to the entire
Ball State community—students, parents,
faculty and staff, alumni, and friends.
Everyone is encouraged to wear Ball State
gear, give to a favorite Ball State cause,
and then share on social media, using the
hashtag #OneBallState. For more about One
Ball State Day, visit oneballstate.bsu.edu.
Day of Beneficence, April 13 — Cardinals
around the world are invited to participate
in our first-ever Cardinals Care: A Ball State
Alumni Day of Service. Ball State alumni,
family members, students, and friends will
participate in community service projects
and make a difference in their communities.
To learn more about our Centennial and view
a complete list of events, visit bsu.edu/100. 
 harlie Cardinal visits with local school
C
children during a recent Centennial Celebration
Road Show.

Dates to
Remember
March 18, Monday

Last day for automatic course
withdrawal.

March 20, Wednesday

Summer course registration begins.

April 1, Monday

Fall course registration begins.

April 27, Saturday

Final examination day for Saturday
classes.

April 29, Monday

Last meeting day for regular classes.

April 30-May 3, Tuesday
through Friday
Final examination period.

May 3, Friday

Spring semester ends.

May 4, Saturday
Commencement.

Counseling Center Expands Services
Ball State’s Counseling Center has increased
its services to students with drop-in seminars
in the heart of campus at Bracken Library.
The seminars will continue to be offered on
Tuesdays and Thursdays through April.
“These seminars are designed for non-clients
of the Counseling Center,” said Leslie Steele,
therapist and coordinator of the seminars.
“The seminars break the stereotype of therapy,
even group therapy, where people might
expect they have to share verbally with the
group. In these seminars, students can share
what they wish to share or not speak up at all.
If they don’t want to come on their own, they
can come with a friend.”
Steele said the seminars aim to let students
better manage their thoughts and feelings,
learn skills, build resiliency, and feel better
equipped to face the realities and challenges
of balancing academic demands, self-care,
social lives, and—for some—jobs.
Topics are:
• Mind traps – learn skills to better manage
negative thoughts in a healthy, effective way.
• Combatting self-criticism – learn to
accept yourself and be less judgmental.
• Building positive emotions – learn to
bring positivity to your daily life.

In a recent session, a student shared that
she started down a path of negative thoughts
when she took an exam and realized after
the first several questions that she had not
prepared properly. She said negative thoughts
after the exam snowballed: “Will I have to drop
the class? Will my parents be mad at me? Will
getting a bad grade prevent me from being
admitted to my minor?”
As the seminar moved along, the presenters
raised the students’ awareness of the
common traps our thoughts jump to when
a difficult situation happens. The presenters
shared with students how to stop negative
thoughts and reframe situations so students
can go forward with positive, rational thoughts.
“The seminar format gives students the power
over what they choose to share, and they
are not required to share. This is especially
helpful for those with social anxiety. It balances
that for them,” Steele said. “Or, if students
are on the fence about counseling, this is
an opportunity to learn beneficial skills and
could make future therapy possible and less
intimidating.”
For more information about the
Counseling Center at Ball State, please
visit bsu.edu/campuslife/counselingcenter,
or 765-285-1736. 

May 12, Sunday

Residence halls open at 9 a.m.

May 13, Monday

Summer semester and first five-week
part of term classes begin.

May 27, Monday

Memorial Day; University closed.

June 14, Friday

First five-week part of term classes end.

June 17, Monday

Second five-week part of term classes
begin.

July 4, Thursday

Independence Day; University closed.

July 19, Friday

Last meeting day for summer classes.

July 20, Saturday

Summer commencement.

For more events and key dates,
visit bsu.edu/calendar.
 racken Library is the host site for the
B
Counseling Center’s new drop-in seminars.

Will Your Student Graduate On Time?
Changing majors may interrupt on-time
graduation, depending on how far along
a student is in one major and the different
requirements for a new major. Flexibility of
some majors, such as a general studies
degree, could be helpful in graduating on time.
“Many times, students come to college dead
set on a specific major, and once they get
into the coursework or get a better sense of
the job, they find that they are not sure that
their initial major is right for them anymore.
Utilizing services such as career coaching
at the Career Center could open up a world
of new opportunities, careers, and majors,”
Pavlik said. “Students with competitive majors
should also keep an alternative degree option
in mind that would accommodate their
previous coursework.”

Ball State enrollment and retention officials
have reported that the University’s four-year
graduation rates have increased to 52.8
percent—up almost 16 percentage points over
the past five years. This is more than any other
public institution’s main campus in Indiana.
Additionally, Ball State exceeded state
averages among public institutions in Indiana
for graduating minority and low-income
students within four years.

Why is it important to graduate
on time?
“There is great financial benefit to graduating
on time,” said Gloria Pavlik, director of Ball
State’s Office of Retention and Graduation.
“Every semester in-state students extend
enrollment, they add about $5,000 to the cost
of their degrees. Students who withdraw or
otherwise don’t complete even one three-

hour course each term may have to enroll
for at least one more year at a cost of about
$10,000. On top of that, these students will
forgo potential income earnings for the added
time in school. “
Specific scholarships and state awards, such
as 21st Century Scholars award, are limited
to four years or eight semesters, she added.
If students extend their enrollment, they will
need to plan for the additional cost when
awards end.

What things impact on-time
completion?
The chosen academic major can be a factor
in degree completion, Pavlik said. The
sooner a major is declared and a degree
plan created, the sooner the student has
a path to graduation.

Factors that affect academic performance
and campus resources that align with that need
Factor

Campus resources

Not feeling prepared for collegelevel work

Learning Center, course professor, Academic Peer
Mentor, Commuter Ambassador

Study skills

Learning Center

Time management

Learning Center

Personal issues, life circumstances

Counseling Center, Dean of Students, Retention
and Graduation

Doubting a chosen major

Academic advising, Career Center, Counseling Center

The biggest indicator of on-time degree
completion is credit completion. “Think 15
to Finish” is a slogan to encourage timely
graduation. By completing at least 15 hours
each semester, students will earn 120 credit
hours in the eight semesters/four-year degree
sequence. This type of load may be too
much for some students, Pavlik noted, so it’s
important to communicate with an academic
advisor on a regular basis. More and more
students are entering college with dual credits
from high school that will count toward their
college degree. This can provide a cushion for
credit completion in case they need a lighter
load or encounter course sequence issues.
Students who are not on pace for completing
credits may also find themselves facing
financial consequences. To remain eligible for
federal, state, and institutional aid, students
must maintain a certain level of academic
progress, or Satisfactory Academic Progress.

Checking in with your student:
Key topics for discussion
• Has your student met with his/her/their
academic advisor this semester?
• Did your student complete more than
12 hours per semester? (15 is better)
• Is your student on track for his/her/their
major? Some majors have specific grade
point average requirements, a portfolio,
or test requirement to progress to the
next level.
• Has your student utilized academic
support services such as the Career
Center, Office of Disability Services,
Learning Center, Writing Center, and
University Libraries?
• Has your student met with his/her/their
professors? 

Division of Student Affairs

Muncie, Indiana 47306-2333

The information presented here, correct at the
time of publication, is subject to change.
Ball State University practices equal opportunity
in education and employment and is strongly
and actively committed to diversity within
its community.
765179-19 mc

Stay Connected
We welcome your questions and comments
as we partner with you to ensure students
enjoy a fulfilling and successful experience
at Ball State and beyond. Please direct your
comments and questions to Katie Slabaugh,
associate dean of students/Title IX
coordinator at kslabaugh@bsu.edu or
765-285-1545. You may also write her at
the Office of the Vice President of Student
Affairs, Bracken Administration Building,
room 238, Ball State University, Muncie, IN
47306-0830.

Ball State University Telephone Directory
Office

Telephone

Bursar............................................................................ 765-285-1643
Campus Information....................................................... 765-285-5000
Career Center................................................................. 765-285-1522
Counseling Center.......................................................... 765-285-1736
Dean of Students............................................................ 765-285-1545
Dining............................................................................. 765-285-1967
Disability Services........................................................... 765-285-5293
Financial Aid and Scholarships....................................... 765-285-5600
Health Center................................................................. 765-285-8431
Housing and Residence Life........................................... 765-285-8000
Learning Center............................................................. 765-285-1006
Multicultural Center......................................................... 765-285-1344
Parking Services............................................................. 765-285-1208
Police............................................................................. 765-285-1111
Registrar......................................................................... 765-285-1722
Retention and Graduation Office..................................... 765-285-3312
Student Legal Services................................................... 765-285-1888
Student Life.................................................................... 765-285-2621
Student Rights and Community Standards..................... 765-285-5036
Title IX Coordinator......................................................... 765-285-1545
Many of these offices can be reached using the University’s
toll-free number, 800-382-8540. Campus information is
always available at bsu.edu.

