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I. Policy Statement
It is the policy of Ball State University’s IRB that all research be conducted in accordance with the tenets of the Belmont Report.  This includes maintaining the highest ethical standards and full respect for persons participating in human subjects research.
Student research project that are designed to educate and train students in research methodologies and techniques, should follow the same guiding principles as if they were human subjects research protocols.  These projects, however, may not require IRB review. 
Operational Definition(s)
Class-based Research:  Any research project whose primary purpose is to train and educate students in research methodologies, research design, research techniques, etc. and are part of an approved course.  These types of research projects are intended to remain within the classroom setting and/or within the learning parameters of the course.  Research that falls under this definition is not considered human subjects research subject to IRB review.
II. Procedures

1. Any class-based research project that meets the applicable definition will not be reviewed by the IRB.  Faculty/instructors are solely responsible for making sure that all class-based research is conducted ethically, is scientifically sound, and in-line with applicable practices of human subjects research protections (ex. using an informed consent process).
i. For purposes of this policy, class-based research projects that have some form of local dissemination, such as a poster presentation on campus or during a departmental event, does not constitute “dissemination” and/or “generalizable knowledge” for purposes of applying 45 CFR 46.
ii. Class-based research projects that will be published in some form of recognized student-based scholarly journal, conference, etc. may constituted “dissemination” and/or “generalizable knowledge” and will be reviewed by the IRB on a case-by-case basis.  These types of projects should be submitted to the IRB for an initial determination as to if formal IRB review is needed.
2. For purposes of this policy, any research conducted as part of a dissertation, thesis, or for scholarly publication, are outside the scope of class-based research and will require IRB review. 
3. Any class-based research project that will potentially place human participants at greater than minimal risk (ex. use of identifiable information and illegal behaviors) must be submitted and reviewed by the IRB regardless if it meets the definition of class-based research.
4. Class-based research that involves information/data governed under any other regulations (ex. HIPAA, FERPA) must still comply with these regulatory and/or policy requirements even if IRB review is not conducted.  Failure to do so may constitute a violation under the applicable regulation/statute. 


III. Alternative Review Options      
While the IRB will not review class-based research projects, faculty have various options available to them for having these projects reviewed.  These include, but are not limited to:
· Faculty instructor review of proposed research;
· Utilizing a mock-IRB forum; or
· Submission of proposed research to the Student Research Review Board (SRRB).
If a study is more than minimal risk, or if a faculty member is unclear on the appropriateness of IRB review, s/he may consult with the Office of Research Integrity and/or the Chairperson of the IRB regarding the need for, and appropriateness of, class-based research project review by the IRB.
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