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COLLEGE OF FINE ARTS
The Ball State University College of Fine Arts (CFA) comprises 
three academic units—the School of Art, School of Music,  
and Department of Theatre and Dance. Together, they offer a 
comprehensive education rooted in creative inquiry, hands-on 
practice, professional excellence, and public engagement.

The college’s nationally recognized programs prepare students 
to be thinkers, responsible citizens, and motivated artists 
through collaboration, empathy, inclusion, and hard work. 
College of Fine Arts students believe in the power of expression, 
the beauty of interpretation, and the possibilities of material. 
Professionally connected faculty artists nurture students’ 
creativity, curiosity, and collaborative skills through 
individualized training that challenges, motivates, and inspires. 

As of Fall 2025, the college enrolls more than 1,600 students 
supported by approximately 185 faculty and 24 staff. Enrollment 
has grown by more than 17 percent in the last four years.

Remarkable exhibition and performance spaces amplify the 
College of Fine Arts and Ball State student experience. The 
world-class David Owsley Museum of Art is an academic 
support unit in the college. Additional cultural assets include the 
Marilyn K. Glick Center for Glass and Ned and Gloria Griner Art 
Gallery. Three public-facing performance venues—Emens 
Auditorium, Pruis Hall, and the Brown Family Amphitheater—
comprise an auxiliary unit within the College of Fine Arts, 

enriching both the campus and the greater Muncie and East 
Central Indiana communities. A new 65,000-square-foot 
Performing Arts Center, scheduled for completion in 2026,  
will further distinguish Ball State as a regional and national 
destination for the arts.

CFA thrives on collaboration among its units and with other  
Ball State colleges. The College of Fine Arts and College of 
Communication, Information, and Media partner on the 
Radiance Cinema project, a collaboration in immersive learning 
that brings together students across colleges for a unique 
�lmmaking experience that culminates in a showcase at the 
Indy Shorts International Film Festival.

The College of Fine Arts is committed to making the arts 
accessible to the communities Ball State serves. Adults and 
children across Muncie can enroll in community art classes 
while local musicians play alongside students in Ball State 
ensembles. The college’s Arts Alive series allows East Central 
Indiana residents to experience world-class arts and artists at  
a fraction of the cost to do so in other cities. The David Owsley 
Museum of Art offers programs and curriculum-based tours to 
K–12 students and teachers from Muncie Community Schools 
and surrounding districts and counties throughout the region.

Learn more about the College of Fine Arts.

Organ performance in the David and  
Mary Jane Sursa Performance Hall

https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/cfa
https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/art
https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/music
https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/theatredance
https://www.bsu.edu/web/museumofart
https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/art/about-us/facilities/glick-center
https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/art/about-us/facilities/griner-gallery
https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/art/about-us/facilities/griner-gallery
https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/cfa/about-us/arts-alive
https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/cfa
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School of Art
The School of Art shapes students into 
critical thinkers and problem solvers 
in preparation for ful�lling careers as 
artists, designers, educators, and 
creative professionals. It provides 
an environment that supports and 
challenges learners, fosters curiosity, 
encourages risk taking, and helps 
students develop the skills and 
con�dence to lead rich, ful�lling lives. 

School of Art students develop skills 
in a wide variety of traditional and 
contemporary mediums. Curricula and 
facilities are dedicated to animation, 
art education, art history, ceramics, 
drawing, glass, game art/design, graphic 
communications management, graphic 
design, illustration, metals + jewelry, 
painting, photography, printmaking, 
sculpture, video and new media, and 
visual effects. 

Degree programs include:

•	� BA in Art (with concentrations in 
Studio Art and Art History)

•	� BFA in Studio Art

•	� BA/BS in Art Education

•	� BFA in Visual Arts/Animation 
(with concentrations in Animation 
Production, Game Art/Design, 
Illustration, and VFX Animation)

•	� BFA in Graphic Design

•	� BS in Graphic Design Studies

•	� BA/BS in Graphic Communications 
Management

In addition, minors are available in Studio 
Art, Art History, Digital Publishing, and 
Graphic Arts Technology.

Animation Career Review included the 
School of Art among its top-ranked 
Graphic Design and Animation programs 
in 2024. In 2025, Graphic Design 
USA named the school one of its Top 
Graphic Design Schools for the seventh 
consecutive year. Along with programs in 
Interior Design and Fashion, the school 
has been accredited by the National 
Association of Schools of Art and Design 
since 1994.

The school currently enrolls 718 students 
and employs 22 tenure-line faculty, 
16 non-tenure-line faculty, and 5 staff. 
Approximately 50 student workers assist 
with studio and gallery maintenance and 
supervision and of�ce support. 

School of Art faculty are active nationally 
and internationally as artists, designers, 
scholars, and teachers. At Ball State, 
they guide students in developing the 
technical skills, historical knowledge, 
and conceptual ingenuity necessary to 
succeed. Faculty facilitate hands-on 
projects and professional experiences 
for students to create and share their 
work in exhibitions, festivals, and 
conferences. 

School of Art students and faculty 
collaborate on interdisciplinary research 
and project-based learning in art and 
design. Students explore cutting-edge 
technologies, practice speaking and 

writing about art, and develop their 
own skills as teachers and instructors. 
Through its Art Education program, the 
school also offers Saturday art classes 
to more than 100 elementary school 
students in the Muncie community  
each year.

The Marilyn K. Glick Center for Glass 
is a signature element of the School of 
Art’s studio art program. Supported 
by The Glick Fund at the Central 
Indiana Community Foundation, the 
center supports a dynamic, broad-
based undergraduate curriculum in 
contemporary glass arts, including hot, 
warm, neon, and cold processes, as well 
as community outreach and education 
about the glass arts with a focus on K–12 
enrichment. Along with the student-run 
Glass Art Alliance, the center partners 
with Muncie’s Minnetrista Museum & 
Gardens on “Imagine in Glass,” an event 
where children from the community 
watch as their drawings are brought to 
life in glass by School of Art students.

The Ned and Gloria Griner Art Gallery 
promotes the visual arts for studio 
artists, educators, and designers. The 
2,000-square-foot gallery is an important 
educational resource, allowing students, 
faculty, and the broader arts community 
to showcase works and view the works 
of others. The gallery is the school’s 
primary venue for student exhibitions 
and for exceptional juried and visiting 
exhibitions in various media with national 
and international participation

Glass blowing at the Marilyn K. Glick  Center for Glass

https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/art/about-us/facilities/glick-center
https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/art/about-us/facilities/griner-gallery
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School of Music
The School of Music at Ball State is 
one of the Midwest’s premier centers 
for music study and performance. 
Its programs are designed not only 
to produce outstanding performers, 
educators, and engineers but also to 
prepare graduates to make a difference 
in the lives of others, to innovate how 
audiences experience music, and 
to contribute to the vitality of their 
communities.

With 415 undergraduate majors, 101 
graduate students, and more than 70 
artist-teachers, the School of Music 
combines the intimacy of dedicated 
mentorship with the resources of a 
nationally recognized program.

Students receive rigorous training in 
six distinct areas and bene�t from a 
vibrant performance culture, award-
winning ensembles, and access to 
artist-teachers who are internationally 
renowned performers, scholars, and 
authors.

The school offers undergraduate and 
graduate degrees across a full spectrum 
of music disciplines. All degree programs 
in the school are fully accredited by the 
National Association of Schools of Music.

Degree programs include:

•	 Bachelor of Music Education

•	� BS in Music Media Production  
(with concentrations in Audio 
Engineering Technology, Commercial 
Music Design, and Game and Media 
Sound Design)

•	� Bachelor of Music in Music 
Performance (with concentrations in 
Guitar, Jazz Studies, Organ, Piano, 
Symphonic instruments, and Voice)

•	� BA/BS in Music (with concentrations 
in Applied Music, Music Creation and 
Composition, Music Exploration,  
and Music Industry)

•	� Artist Diploma

•	� Master of Music

•	� Master of Music with Music Education 
concentration (online)

•	� MA in Music

•	� Doctor of Arts in Music

The Bachelor of Music Education is one 
of the nation’s leading music teacher 
education programs and prepares more 
than half of all music teachers in Indiana. 
The BS in Music Media Production 
features collaborations with Fortune 
500 companies and renowned industry 
icons, funded research opportunities, 
and faculty who actively work in the 
music industry.

The Artist Diploma—a highly selective 
nondegree graduate program for 
the specialized training of gifted and 
accomplished performers—is open to 
both traditional classical-music artists 
and jazz musicians.

The Master of Music degree offers 
in-depth study for students highly 
gifted in music performance, music 
education, music theory, composition, 
and/or research. The school’s doctoral 
degree program prepares students for 
ful�lling careers that combine teaching, 
performance, and scholarship. 

In addition, certi�cate programs in 
entrepreneurial music equip students 
with the business, marketing, and 
management skills to succeed as 
professional musicians.

Music Performance majors frequently 
appear with regional orchestras and 
bands, and Music Education students 
begin �eld placements as soon as 
their programs begin. This hands-on 
approach fosters both exceptional 
professional readiness and a strong 
connection to the Muncie and East 

Central Indiana communities.

School of Music students regularly win 
competitive positions, scholarships, 
and awards, and alumni go on to teach, 
perform, and innovate in Indiana, across 
the country, and around the globe. 
School of Music graduates in�uence the 
�eld from the classroom to the concert 
stage, and from Fortune 500 studios to 
the nation’s premier symphonies.

Three �agship ensembles—the Ball State 
Symphony Orchestra, Wind Ensemble, 
and Chamber Choir—share the stage 
with dozens of student, faculty, and 
community groups spanning classical, 
jazz, and commercial genres. Participation 
is open to music majors, non-majors, and 
community members alike, underscoring 
the school’s commitment to cultural 
enrichment and outreach.

State-of-the-art venues anchor the 
School of Music’s programs. Sursa 
Performance Hall, the school’s principal 
concert venue, features adjustable 
acoustics and a world-class Goulding 
& Wood concert organ. Hahn Recital 
Hall provides an intimate, �exible space 
for recitals and rehearsals. Ball State is 
a proud All-Steinway School, ensuring 
top-quality instruments for practice and 
performance.

The school’s music media production 
facilities rank among the nation’s best, 
featuring more than 10,000 square feet 
of industry-leading studio space and one 
of the �nest Dolby Atmos production 
suites in the Midwest.

Performance in David and Mary Jane Sursa Performance Hall

https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/music/about-us/facilities/sursa-performance-hall
https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/music/about-us/facilities/sursa-performance-hall
https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/music/about-us/facilities/hahn-recital-hall
https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/music/about-us/facilities/hahn-recital-hall
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Department of Theatre and Dance 
The Department of Theatre and 
Dance offers pre-professional training 
in a liberal arts setting, challenging 
students to become exceptional 
artists through the exploration of the 
dynamic relationship between art 
and the human experience. At the 
core of the department’s ethos is a 
deep commitment to collaboration 
and collegiality. Theatre and Dance 
trains excellent human beings �rst and 
excellent artists and teachers second.

The department is recognized for its 
nationally competitive, audition-only 
programs in Musical Theatre and 
Acting, with approximately 60 percent of 
students in these concentrations coming 
from out of state.

The department offers highly competitive 
pre-professional BFA degrees and �exible 
BA/BS degrees in theatre and dance as 
well as a rigorous BA/BS Teaching major 
in Theatre, which includes licensure to 
teach theatre at the high school level in 
Indiana.

The Dance program features Indiana’s 
only concentration in Commercial 
Dance, along with a �exible curriculum 
that includes Ballet, Tap, Jazz, 
Contemporary, West African, and 
Hip-Hop styles. The Teaching major in 
Theatre maintains a 100-percent job 
placement rate, producing approximately 
14 licensed educators annually. Theatre 
and Dance degree programs are 
accredited by the National Association 
of Schools of Theatre and the National 
Association of Schools of Dance, 
respectively.

Degree programs include:

•	� BFA in Theatre (with options in Acting, 
Dance, Design and Technology, and 
Musical Theatre)

•	� BFA in Dance (with concentrations 
in Commercial Dance and Concert 
Dance)

•	� BA/BS in Theatre (with options in 
Directing and Stage Management, 
Theatre Creation, and Design and 
Technology)

•	� BA/BS in Dance

•	� BA/BS Teaching Major/Theatre 
Education Option

The department has approximately 400 
Theatre majors, including nearly 70 in 
Teaching, and more than 50 Dance majors. 
The department has 44 full-time faculty, 
10 adjunct faculty, and a staff of 12.

Students learn from nationally 
recognized faculty, guest artists, and 
industry professionals who inspire them 
to think creatively, work collaboratively, 
and improve the world around them.

The department fosters strong 
professional connections with renowned 
industry �gures such as Sutton Foster, 
Hugh Jackman, and Sidra Bell, and with 
leading casting directors in Chicago, 
New York, and Los Angeles, offering 
students valuable exposure and 
mentorship opportunities. 

Theatre and Dance presents a robust 
and diverse production season each 
year, offering students extensive 
performance and creative opportunities. 

The Theatre program stages four 
mainstage productions annually in a 
large proscenium theatre, typically 
including at least two musicals, directed 
by faculty or guest professionals. Four 
additional productions are held in a 
99-seat black box space. Students take 
the lead in six to eight experimental 
space productions in a 50-seat theatre, 
providing hands-on directing experience.

The Dance program presents two 
mainstage productions each year, 
choreographed by faculty or guest 
professionals and showcasing a wide 
range of styles and techniques. Other 
professionally choreographed studio 
productions are held in a 75-seat 
dance studio. Additional student-
choreographed dance productions  
foster artistic growth and leadership.

Currently under construction, a new 
Performing Arts Center will provide 
the Department of Theatre and Dance 
with an additional 65,000 square feet 
of dedicated space for performances, 
rehearsals, and teaching. 

In addition, a $40 million renovation  
to the department’s current academic 
and studio spaces will create discipline-
speci�c classrooms, mixed classroom 
and performance spaces, and four large 
multi-use studios for theatre or dance.  
A separate $30 million project will 
upgrade existing classrooms and studios. 
Collectively, these capital enhancements 
will further distinguish Ball State for 
exceptional education, artistry, and 
production in Theatre and Dance. 

Production of The Three Musketeers



Ball State University  |  Muncie, Indiana  |  bsu.edu7

David Owsley Museum of Art
The David Owsley Museum of Art 
(DOMA) is a world art museum and 
academic support unit in the College  
of Fine Arts that serves the campus, the 
Muncie community, and East Central 
Indiana at large. With a collection of 
more than 11,000 original works of art 
representing all seven continents and 
5,000 years of human expression, the 
museum is a dynamic cultural resource 
for Ball State University and the region.

Situated on the south end of campus 
near the site of the new Performing Arts 
Center, the museum is a popular site for 
school tours, community events, and 
casual visitors. It is routinely utilized by 
all seven Ball State colleges, Muncie 
Community Schools, and K–12 and 
college students throughout the region. 
There is no admission fee to visit the 
Museum of Art, which is open to the 
public year-round.

The museum cultivates lifelong 
learning and recreation in the visual 
arts by bringing exciting national and 
international art exhibitions to Muncie, 

balanced with engaging displays of 
the permanent collection and a variety 
of public programs and events. The 
museum also provides professional, 
hands-on experience for dozens of paid 
student interns, assistants, and gallery 
attendants each year.

The Museum of Art occupies two-thirds 
of the iconic Fine Arts Building designed 
by architect George F. Schreiber and 
located within view of Daniel Chester 
French’s Bene�cence sculpture. The 
museum was founded in 1935 as 
a gift to the community expressly 
for the enjoyment of the arts. It was 
reaccredited by the American Alliance  
of Museums in 2025.

The museum is a point of pride and 
magnet for philanthropy for Ball State. 
In 2011, it was renamed in honor of art 
historian and philanthropist David T. 
Owsley, a grandson of Frank C. Ball, 
one of the university’s founders. Prior 
to his passing in August 2025, Owsley 
had donated to the museum more than 
3,000 works of art from around the 

world—approximately one-quarter of 
the museum’s holdings—and provided 
generous �nancial support.

In 2024, he established the David T. 
Owsley Fund with a $4.5 million gift 
for the maintenance, presentation, 
growth, and promotion of the museum’s 
collections. Owsley’s estate plans call for 
additional gifts of artwork and �nancial 
contributions for the Owsley Fund, which 
will support the museum for years to 
come.

In 2026, Theatre and Dance classrooms 
and of�ces currently co-located with 
the museum will be relocated to the new 
Performing Arts Center. The museum will 
then undergo a major interior expansion 
after which it will occupy the entirety 
of the Fine Arts Building. The vision for 
both sites—along with the nearby Glick 
Center for Glass, Sursa Hall, and Emens 
Auditorium—is the transformation of 
the campus’ so-called Cultural Corridor 
into a collaborative arts destination not 
only for the Ball State community but for 
Muncie and East Central Indiana.

Students tour the David Owsley Museum of Art
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Exhibition and Performance Spaces
Ball State University is home to some 
of Indiana’s �nest facilities for the 
performing and visual arts. Clustered 
near one another in the heart of campus, 
these facilities provide modern teaching, 
learning, performance, and exhibition 
environments for students, faculty, and 
the Muncie and East Central Indiana 
communities.

Exhibition spaces such as the David 
Owsley Museum of Art, Glick Center 
for Glass, and Griner Art Gallery 
attract art enthusiasts from across 
East Central Indiana and beyond while 
Ball State’s symphony orchestra and 
ensembles bring together students and 
community members for concerts and 
recitals in Sursa Hall and Hahn Hall. 

In addition, three venues—Emens 
Auditorium, Pruis Hall, and the Brown 
Family Amphitheater—constitute an 
auxiliary unit within the College of Fine 
Arts that presents a diverse array of 
productions, celebrities, and guest 

artists of national and international 
prominence while offering professional 
stage production, event planning, and 
support services.

Emens Auditorium seats 3,309 guests, 
including more than 1,000 in the balcony 
alone. Stevie Wonder, B.B. King, The 
Temptations, Alice Cooper, and Adam 
Sandler are among the performers who 
have taken the stage at Emens. The 
venue routinely hosts touring Broadway 
productions such as The Book of 
Mormon and Chicago and international 
acts such as the Soweto Gospel Choir.

Pruis Hall, named after the university’s 
seventh president, is used for �lm 
screenings, clinics, workshops, 
conferences, special university lectures, 
and faculty and student gatherings. 
Designed to look like a grand piano, 
the two-story structure of Indiana 
limestone and cement features a unique 
combination of curved and angular walls 
and free-standing supports. 

Unveiled in 2023, the Brown Family 
Amphitheater is a vibrant outdoor 
performance and gathering space on 
the Ball State campus. Designed to 
inspire creativity, foster innovation, 
and strengthen the bond between the 
university and the Muncie community, 
the amphitheater is ideal for summer 
music festivals, student organizations, 
and other musical or theatrical events. 

Scheduled to open in Fall 2026, a new 
state-of-the-art Performing Arts 
Center will further transform the arts at 
Ball State. The groundbreaking center 
is expected to generate more than 160 
performances annually, enhancing 
opportunities for College of Fine 
Arts students and strengthening the 
University’s connection to the Muncie 
and East Central Indiana communities.

Collectively, these facilities support and 
advance the College of Fine Arts and Ball 
State’s mission and vision by providing 
exceptional experiences to members of 
the University community, guests, and 
patrons.

Brown Family Amphitheater
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New Performing Arts Center and The Village Revitalization
Ball State’s new Performing Arts Center 
is a cornerstone of the University’s long-
term effort to transform The Village—a 
commercial and cultural district adjacent 
to campus and IU Health Ball Memorial 
Hospital—into a vibrant destination for 
students, faculty, residents, and visitors.

The 65,000-square-foot facility will 
feature a 425-seat mainstage theatre,  
a black box studio, and state-of-the-art 
production facilities. 

The transformational facility will enhance 
the student and faculty experience 
and support their recruitment, expand 
community engagement, and elevate 
Ball State as a regional arts destination.

With more than 160 performances 
anticipated annually, the center is 
expected to draw more than 35,000 
visitors each year.

Connected to the Performing Arts Center 
will be a new 97-room hotel. The boutique 
hotel will feature an upscale restaurant, 
rooftop bar, and cozy ground-�oor café 
as well as intimate meeting and private 
dining spaces, an on-site exercise room, 
and a lobby gift shop.

The hotel is projected to create more 
than 120 jobs and generate more than 
$8 million in local spending each year, 
further boosting Muncie’s economy and 
enhancing the experience for visitors 

attending performances and events in 
The Village. 

A collaborative public-private 
partnership, The Village Revitalization 
project envisions a best-in-class, 
multigenerational district driven by 
arts and culture, entertainment, and 
innovation. Once completed, The Village 
will be a lively corridor connecting the 
Ball State campus to downtown Muncie.

The project will help Ball State attract 
and retain students, faculty, and staff, 
entice more students to remain in 
Muncie after graduation, and strengthen 
the University’s economic impact on the 
greater Muncie and Delaware County 
communities.

https://www.bsu.edu/web/call-to-beneficence/performing-arts-center
https://www.bsu.edu/web/the-village-revitalization
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Opportunities and Expectations for Leadership
As the College of Fine Arts’ chief academic and administrative of�cer, the dean guides long-term strategy; ensures excellence in 
teaching, scholarship, and creative work; and oversees the operations of a complex collection of programs, centers, cultural assets, 
and public-facing venues. 

Reporting directly to Provost and Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs Anand Marri, the dean serves as a key member of 
the University’s academic leadership team. The next dean will have an exciting and rare opportunity to lead a diverse College of Fine 
Arts that values and integrates artistic excellence, interdisciplinary innovation, and community engagement.

Speci�cally, the dean will be expected to:

Develop and advance a strategic vision for the College  
of Fine Arts’ future.

Working collaboratively with faculty, staff, and university 
leaders, the next dean will develop and advance a shared, 
unifying vision for the College of Fine Arts. The vision must 
balance aspiration with pragmatism, building on the college’s 
historical strengths while being informed by contemporary 
student interests, evolving learner preferences, and shifting 
workforce demands. As CFA’s foremost champion, the dean  
will develop and implement strategies and plans to enhance  
the College of Fine Arts’ visibility and standing and to ensure  
its long-term vitality and success.

Champion academic and artistic excellence, student 
success, and interdisciplinary collaboration.

In charting the course for CFA’s future, the dean will prioritize 
faculty achievement, artistic and pedagogical innovation, 
student success, and community impact. This includes 
advancing research and creative practice, encouraging grants 
and publications, and supporting pursuits in emerging areas. 
The dean will promote greater collaboration within CFA and 
with other Ball State colleges and programs, linking the �ne 
arts with the humanities, sciences, education, technology, 
and other disciplines. Building on the University’s new core 
curriculum and SOAR initiative, the dean will lead efforts to 
engage students across Ball State in the study, practice, and 
appreciation of the arts while helping them build identity, 
resilience, and career readiness. 

Build community and cultivate a more cohesive, 
collaborative college culture.

To enable CFA to realize its greatest aspirations, the dean will 
strengthen community in the college, fostering a culture that is 
student-centered, collaborative, and inclusive; prioritizes respect 
and transparency; and embraces innovation and change. To 
be an effective champion for the arts, the dean will model an 
authentic commitment to belonging and inclusiveness. This 
includes recruiting faculty and students from all backgrounds 
and creating spaces where all perspectives and voices are 
welcome. The dean will be a strong advocate for faculty and 
staff, actively supporting their professional development, growth, 
and success.

Cultivate CFA’s extraordinary assets to enhance the 
student experience and distinguish Ball State.

The dean will steward the operational excellence of the 
David Owsley Museum of Art, Glick Center for Glass, Emens 
Auditorium, Pruis Hall, Brown Family Amphitheater, and other 
facilities, leveraging these assets to enhance the student 
experience at Ball State. The dean will integrate the new 
Performing Arts Center into CFA and the campus, supporting 
student recruitment and enriching the Ball State experience for 
all. Through strategic and creative management of its cultural 
assets and performance venues, the dean will elevate the 
college and Ball State as a national destination for the arts.

Generate resources, enhance philanthropic support,  
and provide strategic operational management 

The next dean will lead CFA toward a sound and balanced 
budget structure, providing responsible, transparent 
stewardship of resources in alignment with the University’s 
strategic goals. The dean will work closely with the Ball State 
University Foundation and University leaders to cultivate and 
steward support from among alumni, donors, and patrons. The 
dean will build long-term relationships, identify gift opportunities, 
and articulate a compelling case for supporting the College 
of Fine Arts, including through scholarships, endowed faculty 
positions, program innovation, and capital projects. Speci�cally, 
the dean will lead a capital campaign for an expansion of the 
David Owsley Museum of Art that will create numerous naming 
opportunities.

Strengthen community engagement and external 
partnerships

CFA plays a pivotal role in Ball State’s commitment to enriching 
its surrounding communities by partnering with Muncie 
Community Schools, local nonpro�ts, and regional arts and 
cultural organizations. Faculty and staff are eager to collaborate 
further by connecting academic programs with community 
experiences to enhance the college’s reach and elevate its 
impact and recognition. The dean will prioritize and champion 
this important aspect of CFA’s mission. The dean will leverage 
the new Performing Arts Center to advance Ball State’s Village 
revitalization plan, supporting the arts, creative placemaking, 
and the economic vitality of Muncie and East Central Indiana. 

THE DEAN SEARCH
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Spirited and motivated, we learn, grow, and take �ight. Our faculty and staff—everyone 
in our community—embrace students as learning partners from day one. In classrooms 
and labs, in immersive learning projects, on the sports �elds—with creativity and 
determination—Cardinals Fly. We are grounded in our values, lifted by our knowledge, 

and go con�dently upward toward ever greater opportunities. Ours is a simple promise: to challenge each other 
to excel. And with Bene�cence as our guide—We Fly.

Dr. Anand R. Marri was appointed 
provost and executive vice president 
for academic affairs at Ball State 
University in 2023. As the University’s 
chief academic of�cer, he oversees 
the planning, development, 
implementation, assessment, and 
enhancement of academic programs, 
policies, and procedures across the 
institution. He works in partnership 
with President Geoffrey S. Mearns 
to develop and sustain a vision for 
Ball State’s strategic priorities and 
collaborates closely with the college deans and other unit 
leaders to support a robust academic enterprise

Provost Marri oversees eight academic colleges, the Graduate 
School, University College, University Libraries, the Division 
of Online and Strategic Learning, Sponsored Projects 
Administration, and numerous academic centers, institutes, and 
units. Under his leadership, the Of�ce of the Provost serves and 
supports Ball State faculty and students on matters related to 
curricula, teaching and learning, scholarship, student success, 
and strategic academic initiatives, including transdisciplinary 
research.

Prior to his appointment as provost, Dr. Marri served as dean 
of Ball State’s Teachers College, the �fth-largest school of 
education in the nation. The College operates two public 
schools: the Indiana Academy for Science, Mathematics, 
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and Humanities and the Burris Laboratory School. As dean, 
Dr. Marri led Ball State’s historic partnership with Muncie 
Community Schools, which continues to be a national model for 
the impact higher education can have on public K–12 education.

Before joining Ball State, he led the Margaret Warner Graduate 
School of Education and Human Development at the University 
of Rochester. Earlier in his career, he served 15 years on the 
faculty of Columbia University’s Teachers College. 

A champion for the transformational power of education,  
Dr. Marri previously served as vice president and head of 
outreach and economic education at the Federal Reserve  
Bank of New York where he led the largest community and 
economic development and education division in the Federal 
Reserve System. 

An accomplished researcher, scholar, and thought leader 
in civic and economic education, he has been awarded 
more than $12.5 million in grants and contracts from the 
Lumina Foundation, Spencer Foundation, Peter G. Peterson 
Foundation, and Teagle Foundation; the Indiana and New York 
departments of education; the U.S. Department of Education, 
and other organizations and agencies. He has published in 
leading education journals and been featured in The New York 
Times, The Wall Street Journal, and CNN. 

He received a bachelor’s degree from Bowdoin College, M.A. 
in Education from Stanford University, and Ph.D. in Education 
from University of Wisconsin–Madison.

Shafer Tower

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/provost
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Indianapolis
Indianapolis, the capital of Indiana, is the 16th-
largest city in the United States. Located on 
land set aside for a state capital in the early 
19th century, it was modeled after Washington, 
D.C., with streets radiating outward from the 
seat of government. Although it is not situated 
on a navigable body of water, the city’s central 
location—in relation to the state and to much 
of the country—has made it an important 
transport and distribution center since the  
19th century.

Since the 1970s, Indianapolis, home to the  
NFL’s Colts, the WNBA’s Fever, and the NBA’s 
Pacers, has established a reputation as a 
sports center by constructing major athletic 
and visitor facilities and energetically promoting 

itself as a venue for a wide variety of amateur 
sporting events. The city has hosted the NCAA 
Division I men’s and women’s basketball 
championships and the 2012 Super Bowl. 
However, its most famous athletic event 
remains the Indianapolis 500, held annually at 
the Indianapolis Motor Speedway.

The city is also known for its outstanding 
dining and cultural options. Among its offerings 
are The Children’s Museum of Indianapolis, 
New�elds—A Place for Nature and the Arts, 
White River State Park, the Indianapolis Zoo 
and White River Gardens, the Eiteljorg Museum 
of American Indians and Western Art, the 
Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra, and  
the Murat Theatre.

State Capitol Building in Indianapolis
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