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Welcome to the 6th Cohen Peace Conference!
 
On behalf of the Ball State University Center for Peace and Conflict Studies, I am excited to welcome you to the 6th “Benjamin V. Cohen Peace Conference: Cultivating Paths to Sustainable Peace.” Like our past five meetings, this one features excellent presentations and many opportunities for rich dialogue and networking.

This year, the Conference includes presentations from scholars, undergraduate and graduate students, activists, community leaders, and laypersons from many different disciplines and backgrounds, and seven countries including the USA, Canada, Hong Kong, Chile, Italy, New Zealand, France, and the United Kingdom.
I want to thank our esteemed Benjamin V. Cohen Peace Grant invited presenters, Professor Kiesha Warren-Gordon (Ball State University) and Emily Hayes, MSc (Ball State University) for agreeing to enrich us with their vast knowledge and experiences conducting projects in Ghana, Belize, and/or Nepal.

This Conference would not be possible if not for the generosity of the Benjamin V. Cohen Peace Fund, and many kind individuals. Thank you! I am also deeply appreciative to the Center’s Graduate Assistant, DeFord Cope, the Center’s interns (Emma Bradford, Hunter Case, Mackenzie Gordon, Molly Henderson, Eva Thomson, Abigail Troy, and Mazie Wathen), and the Center’s Advisory Board Members for the countless hours planning and then implementing this event. This Conference could not have happened, especially given its virtual format, without your dedication and creativity. You ALL ARE INCREDIBLE!

Lastly, I want to thank each of you for attending this 6th Benjamin V. Cohen Peace Conference.
Hopefully, you will acquire some new knowledge and skills to cultivate paths to sustainable peace!

peace,
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Lawrence H. Gerstein, Ph.D.
Director, Ball State University Center for Peace and Conflict Studies (www.bsu.edu/peacecenter)
George & Frances Ball Distinguished Professor of Psychology-Counseling
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BENJAMIN V. COHEN 

Born in Muncie, Indiana on September 23, 1894, Benjamin Victor Cohen graduated from the University of Chicago Law School in 1915. He then attended Harvard Law School where he attracted the attention of Felix Frankfurter. In 1933, Franklin Roosevelt summoned Cohen from private practice in New York to public service.


Cohen became a major legal architect of much of the New Deal legislation including the Securities Act and the plan for Lend-Lease and economic stability during World War II. A shy man, Cohen worked behind the scenes where his brilliance as a legal draftsman was widely recognized.

Following World War II, Cohen turned his talents to the problems of world peace and became one of the architects of the United Nations, serving on the U.S. delegation to the UN and on the United Nations Disarmament Commission. His abiding interest in world peace and his outstanding legal ability influenced him until his death in 1983.






Program in Eastern Daylight Time (EDT) 	                                    	


On December 24, 1984, Mr. Bernard W. Freund, a nephew of Benjamin V. Cohen created a fund at the Ball State University Foundation to honor his uncle's memory and continue his uncle's interest in the attainment of world peace. For many years, Mr. Freund served as a Ball State staff member providing legal services to students.








BENJAMIN V. COHEN
PEACE GRANT RECIPIENTS

Kirsten Nicholson & Joshua Gruver July 2024
Aashna Banerjee, Lawrence H. Gerstein, & Mellisa Holtzman July 2023
Kiesha Warren-Gordon July 2022
Emily Hayes July 2021
Jagdish Khubchandani July 2020
Ali Kanan, Lindsey Blom, & Lawrence H. Gerstein July 2017
Simon Balto July 2017
Lindsey Blom & Kendall Bronk February 2016
Steven R. Hall & Misa Nishikawa November 2015 
Christopher Thompson June 2013
Jacob Cooper July 2012
Sunnie Lee Watson & Gilbert Park June 2010
Gregory Witkowski August 2009
Lucinda Woodward June 2007
Steven R. Hall June 2006
David Dixon June 2005
Gerald Waite June 2004
Jui Shankar June 2003
Kevin Smith June 2002
Scott Moeshberger June 2001
Helene Hoover June 2000
Matt Aalsma June 1998
Francine Friedman June 1997



[image: A logo for a conference

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
SCHEDULE  Friday, April 4th 2025

 9:00am – 9:50am  /  LIGHTNING ROUND (5 min. each)
 
GLOBAL POLITICAL PEACE
Lightning Round Session Chair: Hunter Case Center for Peace and Conflict Studies 
Technical Support: Emma Bradford Center for Peace and Conflict Studies

China’s Mediation Role in the Iran-Saudi Arabia Conflict: A Step Towards Peace in the Middle East
Zeynab Farhadi, Ph.D.  							Hong Kong Chu Hai College

A Transformative Approach to Resolving Global Conflict
Sophie Hill, undergraduate student					 Ball State University

The Journey of Palestinian Housing: Unveiling Stories of Life, Moving and Architectural Heritage through Oral History
Hanan Qasrawi, M.A.							Ball State University
Dorna Eshrati, Ph.D.							Ball State University

Reconciling Differences Between Far-Right Christians and Politics
Eva Thomson, undergraduate student					Ball State University

Peace and Refuge: The Afghanistan Refugee Crisis
Mazie Wathen, undergraduate student					Ball State University

 10:00-10:50am  /  LIGHTNING ROUND (5 min. each)

FIGHTING SYSTEMIC OPPRESSION
Lightning Round Session Chair: Molly Henderson Center for Peace and Conflict Studies 
Technical Support: Abigail Troy Center for Peace and Conflict Studies

Abolishing Policing in Favor of Community Care
Ann Marie Beals, Ph.D.							Wilfrid Laurier University

Systemic Inequities in School Discipline: MTSS as a Solution
Delarious O. Stewart, Ed.D.						 East Texas A&M University

Cultural Humility: A Framework for Addressing Systemic Challenges in Education
Thang S. Tran								University of Nebraska Omaha

Collegiate Black Males' Traumatic Experiences with Police Shootings
Christian A. Henry, Ph.D., LPC, NCC					East Texas A&M University
Lavelle Hendricks, Ed.D.							East Texas A&M University

 11:00-11:50am  /  LIGHTNING ROUND (5 min. each)

INNER PEACE
Lightning Round Session Chair: Mazie Wathen Center for Peace and Conflict Studies
Technical Support: Eva Thomson Center for Peace and Conflict Studies

Promoting Peace of Mind through Discussions about Inclusive Suicide Intervention
Lucy Parker-Barnes, Ph.D.  						Quincy University

Mental Health in the Margins: Advocacy for the Socioeconomically Disadvantaged
Duchana Gille, M.A. 							Colorado Christian University
Summer Rippe, Ph.D. candidate 						Colorado Christian University
Kayla Davis, Ph.D. candidate  						Colorado Christian University

The Hidden Toll of COVID-19: Discrimination, Loneliness, and Coping Strategies in Asian American Pacific Islanders’ Mental Distress
Soyoung Kwon, Ph.D. 							University of Texas – Dallas

Peace with Self: Delineating Shame and Self-Identity
Kim Hughes, M.A., Ed.S., Ph.D. candidate					College of William & Mary
Spencer Allison, M.A., Ed.S., Ph.D. candidate				College of William & Mary

Third Places: A Solution to Social Isolation
Lily Bushey, undergraduate student 					Ball State University

 12:00-12:50pm  /  LIGHTNING ROUND (5 min. each)

PEACE AND EMPATHY FOR OTHERS
Lightning Round Session Chair: Molly Henderson Center for Peace and Conflict Studies
Technical Support: Emma Bradford Center for Peace and Conflict Studies

Barriers to Peace Building in Addressing Domestic Violence
Summer Rippe, M.A., LPCC, NCC						Colorado Christian University
Kayla Davis, M.A.							Colorado Christian University
Duchana Gille, M.A. 							Colorado Christian University

Utilizing Restorative Justice within Counseling
Kimberly A. Nelson, Ph.D.						Liberty University

Building Resilience Through Research: Scaling Wellness in Milwaukee's (SWIM) Data-Driven Approach
Malysha MacFarland, M.A. student					Marquette University
Gabriel Valez, Ph.D.							Marquette University

Empathy and Action: Transforming Relationships Across Dividing Lines
Candi Crawford, Ph.D. student						Colorado Christian University
Brian Crawford								Mission Mississippi

Combating Sexual Violence Resulting from Nationalistic Ideologies and Policies
Madison Pierce-Holtzman, undergraduate student 			Ball State University


 1:00-1:50pm  /  LIGHTNING ROUND (5 min. each)

UNITY IN THE COMMUNITY
Lightning Round Session Chair: Hunter Case Center for Peace and Conflict Studies
Technical Support: Abigail Troy Center for Peace and Conflict Studies

Economic Inequity and Health Disparities: Unveiling the Ripple Effect
Lynn Nguyen, B.S.							Fruitions eTutoring

Impact of Financial Literacy Programs for People Facing Economic Challenges
Sandra Roussel, Ed.D. student						Ball State University

Manos Unidas: The Impact of a Hispanic Entrepreneurship Program in the Midwest
Laura Romero, undergraduate student				Ball State University

Obstacle to Peace: How Do Sanctioning Measures Undermine Paths to Peace?
Giovanna Faifer, Ph.D. student					University of Rome – La Sapienza

UNIFY: Fostering Peaceful Communities of Change with Social Movement Networking
Finn Byrd, undergraduate student					Ball State University

 2:00-2:50pm  /  LIGHTNING ROUND (5 min. each)

THE YOUTH ARE THE FUTURE
Lightning Round Session Chair: Mazie Wathen Center for Peace and Conflict Studies
Technical Support: Eva Thomson Center for Peace and Conflict Studies 

Empowering Children and Adolescents in Peacebuilding Through Social Media
Kayla Davis, M.A.							Colorado Christian University
Summer Rippe, M.A., LPCC, NCC						Colorado Christian University
Duchana Gille, M.A. 							Colorado Christian University

How Can Sport Positively Disrupt Crime and Violence in London?
Anna Farello, Ph.D.							Ball State University

Building Peace at the Elementary School Level
Heather Rowan, M.Ed., LSC, NCC, LPCC					Thompson School District; Capella University

Peace in Times of Uncertainty: Supporting LGBTQIA+ Youth in Schools
Spencer Allison, M.A., Ed.S.						College of William & Mary 
Kim Hughes, M.A., Ed.S.							College of William & Mary
Corde Miles, Ph.D. student 						College of William & Mary

The Peace 'Industrial' Complex as a Touchstone for Peace Agency
Lanah Hake, M.A.							University for Peace


 3:00-3:50pm  /  COHEN GRANT INVITED SPEAKER

Session Chair: Lauren Shaffer, Ph.D. Center for Peace and Conflict Studies
Kiesha Warren-Gordon, Ph.D.
Director of African American Studies, Ball State University

Peacemaking and Mothering in Belize
Dr. Kiesha Warren-Gordon is currently a Professor of Criminal Justice/Criminology and the director of the African American studies program at Ball State University where she also serves as an affiliate faculty member in the Gender and Women’s Studies program and an Advisory Board member of the Center for Peace and Conflict Studies. Dr. Warren-Gordon substantive areas include violence against women and critical community engagement. She has worked as a victim advocate and a community engagement specialist collaborating with partners in the United States, Ghana, and Belize. Dr. Warren-Gordon received the 2020-2021 Ball State University Faculty Service Award and the 2023 Indiana Commission of Higher Education Bepko award for community engagement. As well as the 2023-24 Ball State University Outstanding Diversity Advocate Award.


 4:00-4:50pm  /  LIGHTNING ROUND (5 min. each)

CULTURAL HERITAGE 
Lightning Round Session Chair: Mackenzie Gordon Center for Peace and Conflict Studies 
Technical Support: Emma Bradford Center for Peace and Conflict Studies

Collecting Oral History from the Elders
Clete Ladd, MAT, Ph.D.							University of Phoenix

World Heritage Sites as a Pathway to Peace
Hsiao-Chiang Wang (Hope), PhD student				University of Glasgow

Authoritarianism Predicts Support for Racial Equality: A Study from South Africa
Michael Brubacher, Ph.D.						Hawaii Pacific University

Fostering Understanding for Peacebuilding: Enhancing Cultural Humility Toward Jewish Americans
Duchana Gille, M.A.							Colorado Christian University
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SCHEDULE  Saturday, April 5th 2025
9:00-9:50am  /  LIGHTNING ROUND (5 min. each)

ENVIRONMENTAL PEACE
Lightning Round Session Chair: Molly Henderson Center for Peace and Conflict Studies
Technical Support: Emma Bradford Center for Peace and Conflict Studies

Mapping Air Quality in Hispanic Communities: Promoting Health and Peace
Priscilla Angelina Zavala, undergraduate student				Ball State University

Our Warming World: An Architectural Solution
Kai Catalyst, undergraduate student					Ball State University

Water Conflict in Central Asia: Addressing the Amu Darya Crisis and Regional Stability
Jemima Williams-Phillips, undergraduate student			Ball State University

Solarpunk Vision: From Competitive to Cooperative
Brenda Ross, Ed.D., LCPC						Concordia University Chicago

The Cost of Convenience: Artificial Intelligence's Impact on our Climate
Natalie Reyes, undergraduate student 					Ball State University

 10:00-10:50am  /  LIGHTNING ROUND (5 min. each)

PEACE AND HEALTH
Lightning Round Session Chair: Hunter Case Center for Peace and Conflict Studies
Technical Support: Abigail Troy Center for Peace and Conflict Studies

Healing Gardens as Transitional Spaces from Institutional Oppression to Liberation
Rodrigo Quiroz Saavedra						University Alberto Hurtado
Antonia Cruz								University Alberto Hurtado

Bridging the Gap: Addressing Health Disparities for a More Peaceful and Equitable Future
Tina Fitts, Ph.D.								Walden University

AI and EI: Human Rights and Mental Health Challenges in Global Populations
Dr. Ani Kalayjian, Ph.D.							ATOP: MeaningfulWorld

No Barriers to Hepatitis C Treatment for Peaceful Communities
Markanda Baugh, B.SW.							Ball State University


 11:00-11:50pm  /  LIGHTNING ROUND (5 min. each)

PEACE AS A WORLDVIEW
Lightning Round Session Chair: Mazie Wathen Center for Peace and Conflict Studies
Technical Support: Eva Thomson Center for Peace and Conflict Studies

Embracing Intercultural Dialogue for a Peaceful and Thriving Democracy
Michael Ndemanu, Ph.D.						Ball State University

Intercultural Students as Cultural Ambassadors for Cross-Border Peacebuilding
Dushani Eshwaran, Ed.D.							Ball State University

Imaginaries of Peace and Love in Greek Rhetorical Literature
Altomare Distaso, Ph.D.							University of Rome – La Sapienza

Merton's Wisdom on Nonviolence for the 21st Century
Paul E. Wilson, Ph.D.							Shaw University


 12:00-12:50pm  /  SYMPOSIUM

SYMPOSIUM: Restoring Harmed Bonds: Healing Between Conversion Therapy Survivors and Practitioners
Chair: David J Schlosz, Ph.D., LPC  					Capella University
Introduced by: Molly Henderson Center for Peace and Conflict Studies
Tech Support: Emma Bradford Center for Peace and Conflict Studies

Reconciling with Harm: A Former Conversion Therapy Provider’s Journey to Atonement and Accountability
David J Schlosz, Ph.D., LPC  						Capella University

Healing from Betrayal: A Survivor’s Experience of Trauma, Anger, and Reclaiming Identity after Conversion Therapy
David J Schlosz, Ph.D., LPC  						Capella University

The Impact of Conversion therapy on Gay Identity Development
David J Schlosz, Ph.D., LPC  						Capella University




 1:00-1:50pm  /  LIGHTNING ROUND (5 min. each)

PEACE & MEDIA
Lightning Round Session Chair: Hunter Case Center for Peace and Conflict Studies
Technical Support: Abigail Troy Center for Peace and Conflict Studies

Social Media, Gender, and Campus Culture: Connecting Online and Offline Realities
Heidi Lamb, Ph.D. student						University of Manitoba

Combating Fake News to Forge Lasting Peace: Alt News from India
Rositta Joseph Valiyamattam, Ph.D.					Royal Society of Arts, U.K.

How Games Support Peace: Examples and Possibilities
Karen "Kat" Schrier, Ed.D.						Marist University
Ted Kahn, Ph.D.								DesignWorlds for Learning, Inc.

Activism in the News: Media Literacy's Role in Peacebuilding
Colin Brown, undergraduate student					Ball State University

Collective Confinement: Impacts of Collaborative Artistic Expression during Covid-19
Alexandra Yancey, B.S.							Appalachian State University
Brooke Burrows, Ph.D.							Appalachian State University
Stylianos Syropoulos, Ph.D.						Arizona State University


2:00-2:50pm  /  LIGHTNING ROUND (5 min. each)

PEACE IN THE WORKPLACE
Lightning Round Session Chair: Mazie Wathen Center for Peace and Conflict Studies
Technical Support: Eva Thomson Center for Peace and Conflict Studies

Fostering an Individual and Collective Well-Being within Diverse Workplaces
Dr. Gitima Sharma, Ph.D. 						California State University Fresno

Working Towards Peace by Ending Exclusion in Workplaces
Keaton Hunter, undergraduate student					 Ball State University

School Counselors as School Violence Prevention and Intervention
Spencer Allison, M.A., Ed.S.						College of William & Mary 
Kim Hughes, M.A., Ed.S., Ph.D						College of William & Mary
Corde Miles, Ph.D. student 						College of William & Mary			

Embracing Intergroup Dialogue for a Thriving Democracy: The Role of Teacher Education Programs in Bridging the Gaps
Michael Ndemanu, Ph.D.						Ball State University



 3:00-3:50pm  /  COHEN GRANT INVITED SPEAKER

Session Chair: Lawrence H. Gerstein, Ph.D. Center for Peace and Conflict Studies
Emily Hayes, M.Sc.
Cohen Grant Recipient & Ph.D. Candidate, Ball State University

Examining the Water-Peace Nexus and Indigenous Water Management Practices of the Sagarmatha (Everest) National Park, Nepal through an Integrated Environmental Peacebuilding Lens
Emily Hayes is an Environmental Science PhD Candidate at Ball State University in Muncie, Indiana. She earned a MSc degree in Geology from Ball State in 2016, where she conducted field-based environmental research on the relationship of drinking water quality and climate change with the influence of growing tourism trends in the Sagarmatha (Everest) National Park, Nepal. Her current interests focus on exploring the dynamic relationship between natural resource management and peace, utilizing tools and concepts of environmental peacebuilding to understand the water/climate/peace nexus in the SNP. She also conducts research and advocates for bottom-up approaches to indigenous and community-based resource management. Currently, other research interests are focused on the local food system and understanding the unique relationship between people and food as a resource and its potential to be a catalyst for peacebuilding efforts in local communities.


 4:00-4:50pm  /  LIGHTNING ROUND (5 min. each)

POWER TO THE PEOPLE
Lightning Round Session Chair: Molly Henderson Center for Peace and Conflict Studies
Technical Support: Emma Bradford Center for Peace and Conflict Studies

Seeds of Change: Grassroots Actions for Lasting Peace
Whitney Swann, Ph.D.							Seattle University

Trust Governance - The "No-State" Solution
Sofia Maya Collin, J.D.							Unbounded Law

Exploring Community Supported Agriculture as a Remedy to Regional Conflict
Ava Hiatt, undergraduate student					Ball State University

Reimagining Collaborative Law: Extending Peacemaking Capabilities in Law
Courtney Marsh, undergraduate student					DePauw University

Flipping Localisation: Power, Agency, and the Local Equity Nexus
Sally Angelson, Ph.D. student						Otago University



COMMITTEES & VOLUNTEERS
Thanks to all the volunteers that made this Conference possible!

HOST COMMITTEE
Chair: Lawrence H. Gerstein
Co-Chair: DeFord Cope
Co-Chair: Lauren Shaffer
Elizabeth Agnew
Bibi Bahrami
Aashna Banerjee
Lindsey Blom
Emma Bradford
Hunter Case
Michael Daehn
Anna Farello
Mackenzie Gordon
Steven Hall
Molly Henderson
Maria Hernandez Finch
Anna King-Cross
Beth Messner
Brandon Miller
John Peterson
Nathanael Snow
Eva Thomson
Abigail Troy
Gerry Waite
He Wang
Kiesha Warren-Gordon
Mazie Wathen
Craig Webster

PROGRAM PROPOSAL 
REVIEW COMMITTEE
Chair: Lawrence H. Gerstein
Aashna Banerjee
Lindsey Blom
Emma Bradford
Hunter Case
Michael Daehn
Anna Farello
Joshua Fisher
James Green
Maria Hernandez Finch
Mackenzie Gordon
Molly Henderson
Anna King-Cross
Melinda Messineo
Beth Messner
Madison Pavone
Lauren Shaffer
Nathanael Snow
Eva Thomson
Abigail Troy
Gerald Waite
He Wang
Kiesha Warren-Gordon
Craig Webster
Mazie Wathen

PROGRAM SCHEDULING COMMITTEE
Chair: Lawrence H. Gerstein
Co-Chair: Lauren Shaffer
Emma Bradford
Hunter Case
DeFord Cope
Molly Henderson
Gerry Waite

ZOOM TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE
Chair: DeFord Cope
Emma Bradford
Hunter Case
Mackenzie Gordon
Molly Henderson
Eva Thomson
Abigail Troy
Mazie Wathen
Gerry Waite

MEDIA, PUBLICITY, AND 
DESIGN COMMITTEE
Chair: DeFord Cope
Lawrence H. Gerstein
Molly Henderson
Michelle M. Jones
Mazie Wathen

POST-CONFERENCE EVALUATION
Chair: Lawrence H. Gerstein
Co-Chair: Lauren Shaffer
DeFord Cope

WITH THE KIND SUPPORT OF
Benjamin V. Cohen Peace Studies Fund
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