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TABS Overview 

Working toward a more accessible, affordable, 
and equitable student experience.
At Ball State we define textbook affordability as $40 or less per course. 
Affordability can be achieved through use of Open Educational Resources,  
low-cost textbook alternatives, or use of library services and resources.

TABS is part of the affordable education movement across the country, an 
important effort to reduce costs and remove barriers for student access to 
course learning materials. 

TABS
Textbook Affordability at Ball State

Why Pursue Textbook Affordability?
While college expenses are rising, course materials are one cost that 
faculty can directly affect with a significant impact on student success.

•	 Ensure students are prepared to learn on day one with equitable access to materials.

•	 Incorporate up-to-date materials from diverse voices within your discipline.

•	 Integrate materials with Ball State systems, including Poll Everywhere and Canvas.

•	 Make your course more sustainable by not relying on single-use physical resources.

Support for TABS
Contact the TABS Working Group and TABS Faculty Fellows at tabs@bsu.edu for 
support with implementing textbook affordability measures. They can help by:

•	 Connecting units with library specialists who can help research OERs and Open Textbooks

•	 Presenting an overview of the TABS initiative at faculty meetings

•	 Hosting small-group workshops introducing faculty to available resources in their area

•	 Meeting with instructors for individual support and area-specific consultation  

mailto:tabs@bsu.edu
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Implementation and Resources 

Find free or low cost copies of your current course resources

Making Your Course More Affordable

1

2
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Research alternative resources and substitutions

Develop your own personalized resources for your classes

Work with college and discipline-specific librarians who can recommend 
resources and offer guidance on applicable copyright laws and restrictions.

Where free or low cost versions are not available, research Open Educational 
Resources (OER) to use instead. With some searching you can find high-quality 
materials that suit your classes. Some resources, including OER databases, 
online textbooks, and pre-built course modules are compiled in this guide.

Once you know exactly what you are looking for or you have identified gaps in 
the available low cost and open educational resources, you can develop your 
own written or visual resources for your classes to use on Canvas or OneDrive.

An Introduction to Open Educational Resources (OER)

Advice for Faculty Getting Started with OER

The OER Starter Kit for Program Managers

OER Training Guide

OER Training Modules

MI ExplOER - Self-Paced Course on OER

Getting Started

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xH3PK9etObA
https://guides.library.txstate.edu/OERbycollege/FCS
https://press.rebus.community/oerstarterkitpm/
https://pressbooks.oer.hawaii.edu/oertraining2018/
https://iowaoer.com/oer-basics/
https://certificate.mioer.org/introduction
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Ball State LibGuides

- Open Educational Resources (OER) Overview

- Finding Public Domain and Openly Licensed Media

- Reading Lists and Course Reserves

- Copyright in Course Reserves

- Copyright in the Classroom

Edutopia - Open Educational Resources Roundup

OER Search Engine - Mason OER Metafinder

Toolkit for Developing Open Access Content

OER Creation Toolkit

Diverse Multimedia OER (stock photos, sounds, slides, videos)

General Resources

Expanding OER Use

OER Promotional Kit

Teaching in Higher Ed Podcast - Open Education Category

How one professor made her own OER textbook (Podcast)

More Professors Aware of, and Using, OER (Article)

Open Faculty Patchbook - OER Projects and Discussion

Implementation and Resources 

https://bsu.libguides.com/true
https://bsu.libguides.com/oer
https://bsu.libguides.com/findingmedia
https://bsu.libguides.com/readinglists
https://bsu.libguides.com/ld.php?content_id=44041643
https://bsu.libguides.com/classroomcopyright
https://www.edutopia.org/open-educational-resources-guide
https://mason.deepwebaccess.com/mason__MasonLibrariesOpenEducationResources_5f4/desktop/en/search.html
https://oabooks-toolkit.org/
https://opentextbooks.uregina.ca/oercreationtoolkit/
https://guides.skylinecollege.edu/oersbysubject/multimedia
https://iowaoer.com/oer-promotional-kit/
https://teachinginhighered.com/podcast-category/open-education/
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/student-success/academic-life/2024/03/06/how-one-professor-made-her-own-oer-textbook-podcast
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/tech-innovation/teaching-learning/2023/09/07/more-faculty-are-aware-and-using-open-educational
https://openfacultypatchbook.org/
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Textbooks, Books, and Courseware 

Open Textbooks

OpenStax Textbooks - Business

Open Textbook Library - Business

OER Commons - Open Textbooks in Business & Communication

Books

Directory of Open Access Books

eBook Collection (EBSCOhost)

APA Books

Gale eBooks

ProQuest Ebook Central

Open Courseware

Open Course Library

Saylor Academy - Business Administration Courses

MIT Open Courseware

globalEDGE from Michigan State University

https://openstax.org/subjects/business
https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/subjects/business
https://oercommons.org/curated-collections/803?__hub_id=19
https://www.doabooks.org/
https://proxy.bsu.edu/login?url=https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?profile=ehost&defaultdb=nlebk&authtype=ip
https://proxy.bsu.edu/login?url=https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?profile=ehost&defaultdb=psyh&authtype=ip
https://proxy.bsu.edu/login?url=https://go.gale.com/ps/i.do?p=GVRL&sw=w&u=munc80314&v=2.1&pg=BasicSearch&it=static&sid=GVRL
https://proxy.bsu.edu/login?url=https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/bsu-ebooks/home.action
http://opencourselibrary.org
https://learn.saylor.org/?utm_source=nb&utm_medium=p&utm_campaign=Courses&redirect=0
https://ocw.mit.edu/search/?t=Business
https://globaledge.msu.edu/reference-desk/online-course-modules
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Merlot - Business

Enduring Legacies Native Studies - Business and Management

MIT Sloan Teaching Resources Library - Case Studies

New York Times Case Studies

Open Case Studies Project

Oikos Free Cases

Articles, Case Studies, and Media 

Case Studies

Free Media Materials

TED-Ed Lessons for Business

University of Oxford Open Podcasts

Goldman Sachs Talks

Wall Street Journal Video

Scholarly Articles

Business Commons

Business Source Complete (EBSCOhost)

https://www.merlot.org/merlot/materials.htm?category=2202&hasAwards=false&hasComments=false&hasCourses=false&filterTypesOpen=true&dateRange=0&hasEtextReviews=false&hasPeerReviews=false&fromContentBuilderSawDialog=false&materialType=3&isLeadershipLibrary=false&hasCollections=false&filterOtherOpen=false&modifiedDays=7&isContentBuilder=false&filterSubjectsOpen=true&hasAccessibilityForm=false&hasAssignments=false&filterPartnerAffiliationsOpen=true&hasRatings=false&hasSercActivitySheets=false&days=7&filterMobileOpen=false&modifiedDateRange=0&hasEditorReviews=false&page=1
https://www.evergreen.edu/native-cases/collection/a-z?field_disciplines=1904
https://mitsloan.mit.edu/teaching-resources-library/case-studies
https://www.nytimes.com/search?query=Case%20Studies
https://www.opencasestudies.org/
https://oikos-international.org/category/cases/
https://ed.ted.com/lessons?category=business-economics
https://podcasts.ox.ac.uk/open
https://www.goldmansachs.com/insights/goldman-sachs-talks?session=all?session=all
https://www.wsj.com/video/browse
http://network.bepress.com/business/
https://proxy.bsu.edu/login?url=https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?profile=ehost&defaultdb=bth&authtype=ip
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University of Washington - Business

Iowa State University - Business

Indian River State College - Business

Holyoke Community College - OER Listservs

Baruch College, The City University of New York - Business

California Polytechnic University, Humboldt - Business Administration

Merrimack College - Multiple Business Disciplines

Southern Connecticut State University - Business

Baylor University - Entrepreneurship

Library Guides 

Library Guides

https://guides.lib.uw.edu/oer/business
https://instr.iastate.libguides.com/oer/business
https://irsc.libguides.com/business/OER
https://www.hcc.edu/library/build-your-oer-course/oer-listservs
https://guides.newman.baruch.cuny.edu/BusinessOER
https://libguides.humboldt.edu/openedu/ba
https://libguides.merrimack.edu/oer/business
https://libguides.southernct.edu/oerbusiness
https://libguides.baylor.edu/c.php?g=194935&p=9725183
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