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TABS Overview 

Working toward a more accessible, affordable, 
and equitable student experience.
At Ball State we define textbook affordability as $40 or less per course. 
Affordability can be achieved through use of Open Educational Resources,  
low-cost textbook alternatives, or use of library services and resources.

TABS is part of the affordable education movement across the country, an 
important effort to reduce costs and remove barriers for student access to 
course learning materials. 

TABS
Textbook Affordability at Ball State

Why Pursue Textbook Affordability?
While college expenses are rising, course materials are one cost that 
faculty can directly affect with a significant impact on student success.

•	 Ensure students are prepared to learn on day one with equitable access to materials.

•	 Incorporate up-to-date materials from diverse voices within your discipline.

•	 Integrate materials with Ball State systems, including Poll Everywhere and Canvas.

•	 Make your course more sustainable by not relying on single-use physical resources.

Support for TABS
Contact the TABS Working Group and TABS Faculty Fellows at tabs@bsu.edu for 
support with implementing textbook affordability measures. They can help by:

•	 Connecting units with library specialists who can help research OERs and Open Textbooks

•	 Presenting an overview of the TABS initiative at faculty meetings

•	 Hosting small-group workshops introducing faculty to available resources in their area

•	 Meeting with instructors for individual support and area-specific consultation  

mailto:tabs@bsu.edu
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Implementation and Resources 

Find free or low cost copies of your current course resources

Making Your Course More Affordable

1

2

3

Research alternative resources and substitutions

Develop your own personalized resources for your classes

Work with college and discipline-specific librarians who can recommend 
resources and offer guidance on applicable copyright laws and restrictions.

Where free or low cost versions are not available, research Open Educational 
Resources (OER) to use instead. With some searching you can find high-quality 
materials that suit your classes. Some resources, including OER databases, 
online textbooks, and pre-built course modules are compiled in this guide.

Once you know exactly what you are looking for or you have identified gaps in 
the available low cost and open educational resources, you can develop your 
own written or visual resources for your classes to use on Canvas or OneDrive.

An Introduction to Open Educational Resources (OER)

Advice for Faculty Getting Started with OER

The OER Starter Kit for Program Managers

OER Training Guide

OER Training Modules

MI ExplOER - Self-Paced Course on OER

Getting Started

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xH3PK9etObA
https://guides.library.txstate.edu/OERbycollege/FCS
https://press.rebus.community/oerstarterkitpm/
https://pressbooks.oer.hawaii.edu/oertraining2018/
https://iowaoer.com/oer-basics/
https://certificate.mioer.org/introduction
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Ball State LibGuides

- Open Educational Resources (OER) Overview

- Finding Public Domain and Openly Licensed Media

- Reading Lists and Course Reserves

- Copyright in Course Reserves

- Copyright in the Classroom

Edutopia - Open Educational Resources Roundup

OER Search Engine - Mason OER Metafinder

Toolkit for Developing Open Access Content

OER Creation Toolkit

Diverse Multimedia OER (stock photos, sounds, slides, videos)

General Resources

Expanding OER Use

OER Promotional Kit

Teaching in Higher Ed Podcast - Open Education Category

How one professor made her own OER textbook (Podcast)

More Professors Aware of, and Using, OER (Article)

Open Faculty Patchbook - OER Projects and Discussion

Implementation and Resources 

https://bsu.libguides.com/true
https://bsu.libguides.com/oer
https://bsu.libguides.com/findingmedia
https://bsu.libguides.com/readinglists
https://bsu.libguides.com/ld.php?content_id=44041643
https://bsu.libguides.com/classroomcopyright
https://www.edutopia.org/open-educational-resources-guide
https://mason.deepwebaccess.com/mason__MasonLibrariesOpenEducationResources_5f4/desktop/en/search.html
https://oabooks-toolkit.org/
https://opentextbooks.uregina.ca/oercreationtoolkit/
https://guides.skylinecollege.edu/oersbysubject/multimedia
https://iowaoer.com/oer-promotional-kit/
https://teachinginhighered.com/podcast-category/open-education/
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/student-success/academic-life/2024/03/06/how-one-professor-made-her-own-oer-textbook-podcast
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/tech-innovation/teaching-learning/2023/09/07/more-faculty-are-aware-and-using-open-educational
https://openfacultypatchbook.org/
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Finding Open Educational Resources in Kinesiology

LibGuides - Kinesiology

Stork

Resources from University of Houston - Victoria

LibreTexts

- Health and Fitness
- Sports

Merlot
- Course Resources
- Open Access Materials

OER Commons
- Resources
- Textbooks

Resources from San Bernardino Valley College

Walking and Jogging - Georgia Highlands College

Open Textbook of Exercise Physiology - Pressbooks

YouTube Resources

School of Kinesiology 

Kinesiology Resources

https://libguides.humboldt.edu/openedu/kins
https://cerrocoso.libguides.com/oer/kinesiology
https://kinesiologybooks.org/index.php/stork/catalog/book/10
https://library.uhv.edu/c.php?g=224884&p=8532121
https://med.libretexts.org/Bookshelves
https://med.libretexts.org/Bookshelves/Health_and_Fitness
https://med.libretexts.org/Bookshelves/Sports_and_Exercise
https://www.merlot.org/merlot/materials.htm?category=2683&hasAwards=false&hasComments=false&hasCourses=false&filterTypesOpen=true&keywords=kinesiology&dateRange=0&hasEtextReviews=false&hasPeerReviews=false&fromContentBuilderSawDialog=false&isLeadershipLibrary=false&hasCollections=false&filterOtherOpen=false&modifiedDays=7&isContentBuilder=false&filterSubjectsOpen=true&hasAccessibilityForm=false&hasAssignments=false&filterPartnerAffiliationsOpen=true&hasRatings=false&hasSercActivitySheets=false&days=7&filterMobileOpen=false&sort.property=relevance&modifiedDateRange=0&hasEditorReviews=false&page=1
https://www.merlot.org/merlot/materials.htm?hasAwards=false&filterTypesOpen=true&keywords=kinesiology&hasEtextReviews=false&filterOtherOpen=false&isContentBuilder=false&filterSubjectsOpen=true&hasAssignments=false&filterPartnerAffiliationsOpen=true&hasSercActivitySheets=false&filterMobileOpen=false&sort.property=relevance&_materialType=Open+%28Access%29+Textbook&_os=&_hasEditorReviews=&_hasComments=&_hasRatings=&_hasCollections=&_hasCourses=&_creativeCommons=
https://oercommons.org/search?batch_size=20&sort_by=search&view_mode=summary&f.search=kinesiology
https://oercommons.org/hubs/19/browse?f.search=kinesiology&__hub_id=19
https://www.valleycollege.edu/open-education-resources/faculty/kinesiology.php
https://getlibraryhelp.highlands.edu/c.php?g=669997&p=4714123
https://getlibraryhelp.highlands.edu/c.php?g=669997&p=4714123
https://pressbooks.pub/drbmac/
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=kinesiology&sp=EgIQAg%253D%253D
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School of Nursing 

Making OER Work for Nursing

Skill Commons

- Simulation

Open Text Library

- Medicine
- Nursing

Openstax

Mavs Open Press

Merlot

LibreTexts Medicine

Open RN (CVTC)

Nursing Open

Community Texts

Pressbooks

Library Guides

- Northeast Wisconsin Technical College
- Stony Brook University Libraries
- University of New Hampshire Library
- Seton Hall University Libraries
- Wisc-Online (Classroom Activity/Practice/Animated Review Materials)

Nursing Resources

https://guides.lib.uni.edu/oer/nursing
https://www.skillscommons.org/discover?query=nursing
https://www.skillscommons.org/discover?query=nursing&filtertype=type&filter_relational_operator=equals&filter=Simulation
https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/subjects/17
https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/subjects/nursing
https://openstax.org/subjects/nursing
https://uta.pressbooks.pub/catalog/?subjects%5B%5D=MQC&search_term=&per_page=10&sort_by=last_updated#catalog
https://www.merlot.org/merlot/materials.htm?keywords=nursing&sort.property=relevance
https://med.libretexts.org/Bookshelves/Nursing
https://www.cvtc.edu/grants/open-rn
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/20541058
https://archive.org/details/opensource?tab=collection&query=nursing
https://pressbooks.directory/?subj=Nursing%26%26Medicine%20and%20Nursing%26%26Nursing%20fundamentals%20and%20skills%26%26Community%20nursing%26%26Nursing%20and%20ancillary%20services%26%26Geriatric%20nursing%26%26Nursing%20management%20and%20leadership%26%26Nursing%20research%20and%20theory%26%26Nursing%20sociology%26%26Nursing%20pharmacology%26%26Psychiatric%20nursing%26%26Terminal%20care%20nursing
https://nwtc.libguides.com/c.php?g=43906&p=6672426
https://guides.library.stonybrook.edu/nursing/oer
https://libraryguides.unh.edu/oer/nursing
https://library.shu.edu/oer/nursing
https://www.wisc-online.com/learn/health/nursing
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Nutrition and Health Sciences 

Open Textbook Library

Merlot

OER Commons

E-books Directory

Free Book Centre

Open Oregon

Library Guides

- Winthrop University
- California State Polytechnic University, Humboldt
- Mount Saint Vincent University

Nutrition and Health Sciences Resources

https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/subjects/nutrition
https://www.merlot.org/merlot/materials.htm?hasAwards=false&hasComments=false&hasCourses=false&filterTypesOpen=false&dateRange=0&hasEtextReviews=false&hasPeerReviews=false&fromContentBuilderSawDialog=false&isLeadershipLibrary=false&hasCollections=false&filterOtherOpen=false&modifiedDays=7&isContentBuilder=false&filterSubjectsOpen=true&hasAccessibilityForm=false&hasAssignments=false&filterPartnerAffiliationsOpen=true&hasRatings=false&hasSercActivitySheets=false&days=7&filterMobileOpen=false&category=2700&sort.property=overallRating&modifiedDateRange=0&hasEditorReviews=false&page=1&materialType=15
https://oercommons.org/browse?batch_size=20&sort_by=title&view_mode=summary&f.general_subject=nutrition&f.sublevel=college-upper-division&f.material_types=textbook
https://www.e-booksdirectory.com/listing.php?category=80
https://www.freebookcentre.net/medical_text_books_journals/nutrition_ebooks_online_texts_download.html
https://openoregon.pressbooks.pub/catalog/?subjects%5B%5D=MBNH3&search_term=&per_page=10&sort_by=last_updated#catalog
https://libguides.library.winthrop.edu/Nutritionsubject/OpenEducationalResources
https://libguides.humboldt.edu/c.php?g=303996&p=2030610
https://libguides.msvu.ca/oer/nutrition#s-lg-box-16057156
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Social Work 

Guide for Social Work Faculty

- OER Guide for Faculty
- Prepping a Zero Textbook Cost Course

Open Social Work

- Books
- Textbooks

OER Commons

Open Textbook Library

Merlot

- NASW Online Course Module

Library Guides

- Texas State
- California State University, Northridge
- University of Denver
- California State Polytechnic University, Humboldt

Social Work Resources

https://opensocialwork.org/education/facultydevelopment/
https://opensocialwork.org/education/facultydevelopment/
https://opensocialwork.org/2023/03/29/prepping-a-zero-textbook-cost-course/
https://opensocialwork.org/books/
https://opensocialwork.org/textbooks/
https://oercommons.org/curated-collections/412?batch_size=20&sort_by=title&view_mode=summary&f.general_subject=social-work&f.sublevel=college-upper-division&f.material_types=textbook
https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/textbooks?q=social+work
https://www.merlot.org/merlot/materials.htm?keywords=SOCIAL+WORK&sort.property=relevance
https://www.merlot.org/merlot/viewMaterial.htm?id=773407411
https://guides.library.txstate.edu/OERbycollege/SocialWork
https://libguides.csun.edu/affordable-learning-solutions/find-affordable-resources/subjects/social-work
https://libguides.du.edu/c.php?g=90455&p=582564
https://libguides.humboldt.edu/openedu/sw
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Speech Pathology and Audiology 

Digital Commons

Merlot

OER Metafinder

OASIS

Guide/Toolkit

OER Commons

Open Access Journals

Library Guides

- East Tennessee State University
- Brescia University
- James Cook University
- Southern Connecticut State University
- University of Texas
- San Diego State University

Speech Pathology and Audiology Resources

https://network.bepress.com/medicine-and-health-sciences/communication-sciences-and-disorders/speech-pathology-and-audiology/
https://www.merlot.org/merlot/CommunicationSciences.htm
https://oer.deepwebaccess.com/oer/desktop/en/search.html
https://oer.deepwebaccess.com/oer/desktop/en/search.html
https://oasis.geneseo.edu/index.php
https://oabooks-toolkit.org/
https://oercommons.org/
https://doaj.org/
https://libraries.etsu.edu/research/guides/speechlanguage/oer
https://libguides.brescia.edu/c.php?g=45315&p=7423578
https://libguides.jcu.edu.au/speech_pathology/openaccess
https://libguides.southernct.edu/oaoercmd/teachingresources
https://guides.lib.utexas.edu/SLH/specialized
https://libguides.sdsu.edu/audiology/virtualresourcesfaculty

	Why Pursue Textbook Affordability?
	Support for TABS
	Making Your Course More Affordable
	Getting Started
	General Resources
	Expanding OER Use
	Kinesiology Resources
	Nursing Resources
	Nutrition and Health Sciences Resources
	Social Work Resources
	Speech Pathology and Audiology Resources

