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TABS Overview 

Working toward a more accessible, affordable, 
and equitable student experience.
At Ball State we define textbook affordability as $40 or less per course. 
Affordability can be achieved through use of Open Educational Resources,  
low-cost textbook alternatives, or use of library services and resources.

TABS is part of the affordable education movement across the country, an 
important effort to reduce costs and remove barriers for student access to 
course learning materials. 

TABS
Textbook Affordability at Ball State

Why Pursue Textbook Affordability?
While college expenses are rising, course materials are one cost that 
faculty can directly affect with a significant impact on student success.

•	 Ensure students are prepared to learn on day one with equitable access to materials.

•	 Incorporate up-to-date materials from diverse voices within your discipline.

•	 Integrate materials with Ball State systems, including Poll Everywhere and Canvas.

•	 Make your course more sustainable by not relying on single-use physical resources.

Support for TABS
Contact the TABS Working Group and TABS Faculty Fellows at tabs@bsu.edu for 
support with implementing textbook affordability measures. They can help by:

•	 Connecting units with library specialists who can help research OERs and Open Textbooks

•	 Presenting an overview of the TABS initiative at faculty meetings

•	 Hosting small-group workshops introducing faculty to available resources in their area

•	 Meeting with instructors for individual support and area-specific consultation  

mailto:tabs@bsu.edu
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Implementation and Resources 

Find free or low cost copies of your current course resources

Making Your Course More Affordable

1

2
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Research alternative resources and substitutions

Develop your own personalized resources for your classes

Work with college and discipline-specific librarians who can recommend 
resources and offer guidance on applicable copyright laws and restrictions.

Where free or low cost versions are not available, research Open Educational 
Resources (OER) to use instead. With some searching you can find high-quality 
materials that suit your classes. Some resources, including OER databases, 
online textbooks, and pre-built course modules are compiled in this guide.

Once you know exactly what you are looking for or you have identified gaps in 
the available low cost and open educational resources, you can develop your 
own written or visual resources for your classes to use on Canvas or OneDrive.

An Introduction to Open Educational Resources (OER)

Advice for Faculty Getting Started with OER

The OER Starter Kit for Program Managers

OER Training Guide

OER Training Modules

MI ExplOER - Self-Paced Course on OER

Getting Started

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xH3PK9etObA
https://guides.library.txstate.edu/OERbycollege/FCS
https://press.rebus.community/oerstarterkitpm/
https://pressbooks.oer.hawaii.edu/oertraining2018/
https://iowaoer.com/oer-basics/
https://certificate.mioer.org/introduction
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Ball State LibGuides

- Open Educational Resources (OER) Overview

- Finding Public Domain and Openly Licensed Media

- Reading Lists and Course Reserves

- Copyright in Course Reserves

- Copyright in the Classroom

Edutopia - Open Educational Resources Roundup

OER Search Engine - Mason OER Metafinder

Toolkit for Developing Open Access Content

OER Creation Toolkit

Diverse Multimedia OER (stock photos, sounds, slides, videos)

General Resources

Expanding OER Use

OER Promotional Kit

Teaching in Higher Ed Podcast - Open Education Category

How one professor made her own OER textbook (Podcast)

More Professors Aware of, and Using, OER (Article)

Open Faculty Patchbook - OER Projects and Discussion

Implementation and Resources 

https://bsu.libguides.com/true
https://bsu.libguides.com/oer
https://bsu.libguides.com/findingmedia
https://bsu.libguides.com/readinglists
https://bsu.libguides.com/ld.php?content_id=44041643
https://bsu.libguides.com/classroomcopyright
https://www.edutopia.org/open-educational-resources-guide
https://mason.deepwebaccess.com/mason__MasonLibrariesOpenEducationResources_5f4/desktop/en/search.html
https://oabooks-toolkit.org/
https://opentextbooks.uregina.ca/oercreationtoolkit/
https://guides.skylinecollege.edu/oersbysubject/multimedia
https://iowaoer.com/oer-promotional-kit/
https://teachinginhighered.com/podcast-category/open-education/
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/student-success/academic-life/2024/03/06/how-one-professor-made-her-own-oer-textbook-podcast
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/tech-innovation/teaching-learning/2023/09/07/more-faculty-are-aware-and-using-open-educational
https://openfacultypatchbook.org/
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LINKS, PROGRAMS, AND DATABASES

EdX

Coursera

Future Learn

OpenLearn

Open Yale Courses

TEXTBOOKS AND INFORMATION 

Galileo Fine Arts Textbooks

Art21

Boundless Art History

Pressbooks OER
- Art History
- Fine Arts

School of Art 

Art Resources

https://www.edx.org/learn/art
https://www.coursera.org/courses?_facet_changed_=true&domains=arts-and-humanities&query=art&userQuery=art
https://www.futurelearn.com/subjects/creative-arts-and-media-courses
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/history-the-arts/free-courses
https://oyc.yale.edu/history-art
https://oer.galileo.usg.edu/arts-textbooks/
https://art21.org/
https://www.collegesidekick.com/study-guides/boundless-arthistory
https://opentextbc.ca/oerdiscipline/chapter/art-history/
https://opentextbc.ca/oerdiscipline/chapter/fine-arts-general/
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School of Music

LINKS, PROGRAMS, AND DATABASES

OER Metafinder

Merlot Music

OASIS Music

Musopen

Dave Conservatoire

TEXTBOOKS AND INFORMATION

Galileo Fine Arts Textbooks

Khan Academy Music

PRIMARY RESOURCES AND ARCHIVES

Contemporary Music Score Collection

Mutopia Project

Project Gutenberg

LIBRARY GUIDES

Iowa State University Library - Research and Course Guides

- Music, Music Theory, and Music Appreciation OER
- Scores, Sheet Music, and Research

Music Resources

https://oer.deepwebaccess.com/oer/desktop/en/search.html
https://www.merlot.org/merlot/Music.htm
https://oasis.geneseo.edu/basic_search.php?search=music
https://musopen.org/
https://daveconservatoire.org/
https://oer.galileo.usg.edu/arts-textbooks/
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/music
https://escholarship.org/uc/uclamusicscores
https://www.mutopiaproject.org/
https://www.gutenberg.org/
https://instr.iastate.libguides.com/oer/music
https://instr.iastate.libguides.com/c.php?g=49484&p=318747


7

Theatre and Dance 

Open Textbook Library

OER Commons

- Dance
- Theatre

Internet Archive - Movies

LibGuides

- California State Polytechnic University, Humboldt
- Baldwin Wallace University
- Texas State University
- The New School

Theatre and Dance Resources

https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/textbooks?q=Theatre
https://oercommons.org/browse?f.keyword=dance
https://oercommons.org/search?f.search=theater
https://archive.org/details/movies
https://libguides.humboldt.edu/openedu/tfd#:~:text=OER%20Commons%20provides%20a%20curated,resources%20for%20the%20performing%20arts.&text=Browse%20a%20selection%20of%20textbooks%20on%20theater%20and%20film%20studies.&text=Library%20of%20Congress%20Performing%20Arts%20Encyclopedia.&text=Open%20access%20publisher%20of%20peer,academic%20journals%2C%20books%20and%20data
https://libguides.bw.edu/c.php?g=1143228&p=8348090
https://guides.library.txstate.edu/OERbycollege/Theatre
https://guides.library.newschool.edu/c.php?g=1372611&p=10145258

	Why Pursue Textbook Affordability?
	Support for TABS
	Making Your Course More Affordable
	Getting Started
	General Resources
	Expanding OER Use
	Art Resources
	Music Resources
	Theatre and Dance Resources

