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TABS Overview 

Working toward a more accessible, affordable, 
and equitable student experience.
At Ball State we define textbook affordability as $40 or less per course. 
Affordability can be achieved through use of Open Educational Resources,  
low-cost textbook alternatives, or use of library services and resources.

TABS is part of the affordable education movement across the country, an 
important effort to reduce costs and remove barriers for student access to 
course learning materials. 

TABS
Textbook Affordability at Ball State

Why Pursue Textbook Affordability?
While college expenses are rising, course materials are one cost that 
faculty can directly affect with a significant impact on student success.

•	 Ensure students are prepared to learn on day one with equitable access to materials.

•	 Incorporate up-to-date materials from diverse voices within your discipline.

•	 Integrate materials with Ball State systems, including Poll Everywhere and Canvas.

•	 Make your course more sustainable by not relying on single-use physical resources.

Support for TABS
Contact the TABS Working Group and TABS Faculty Fellows at tabs@bsu.edu for 
support with implementing textbook affordability measures. They can help by:

•	 Connecting units with library specialists who can help research OERs and Open Textbooks

•	 Presenting an overview of the TABS initiative at faculty meetings

•	 Hosting small-group workshops introducing faculty to available resources in their area

•	 Meeting with instructors for individual support and area-specific consultation  

mailto:tabs@bsu.edu
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Implementation and Resources 

Find free or low cost copies of your current course resources

Making Your Course More Affordable

1

2

3

Research alternative resources and substitutions

Develop your own personalized resources for your classes

Work with college and discipline-specific librarians who can recommend 
resources and offer guidance on applicable copyright laws and restrictions.

Where free or low cost versions are not available, research Open Educational 
Resources (OER) to use instead. With some searching you can find high-quality 
materials that suit your classes. Some resources, including OER databases, 
online textbooks, and pre-built course modules are compiled in this guide.

Once you know exactly what you are looking for or you have identified gaps in 
the available low cost and open educational resources, you can develop your 
own written or visual resources for your classes to use on Canvas or OneDrive.

An Introduction to Open Educational Resources (OER)

Advice for Faculty Getting Started with OER

The OER Starter Kit for Program Managers

OER Training Guide

OER Training Modules

MI ExplOER - Self-Paced Course on OER

Getting Started

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xH3PK9etObA
https://guides.library.txstate.edu/OERbycollege/FCS
https://press.rebus.community/oerstarterkitpm/
https://pressbooks.oer.hawaii.edu/oertraining2018/
https://iowaoer.com/oer-basics/
https://certificate.mioer.org/introduction
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Ball State LibGuides

- Open Educational Resources (OER) Overview

- Finding Public Domain and Openly Licensed Media

- Reading Lists and Course Reserves

- Copyright in Course Reserves

- Copyright in the Classroom

Edutopia - Open Educational Resources Roundup

OER Search Engine - Mason OER Metafinder

Toolkit for Developing Open Access Content

OER Creation Toolkit

Diverse Multimedia OER (stock photos, sounds, slides, videos)

General Resources

Expanding OER Use

OER Promotional Kit

Teaching in Higher Ed Podcast - Open Education Category

How one professor made her own OER textbook (Podcast)

More Professors Aware of, and Using, OER (Article)

Open Faculty Patchbook - OER Projects and Discussion

Implementation and Resources 

https://bsu.libguides.com/true
https://bsu.libguides.com/oer
https://bsu.libguides.com/findingmedia
https://bsu.libguides.com/readinglists
https://bsu.libguides.com/ld.php?content_id=44041643
https://bsu.libguides.com/classroomcopyright
https://www.edutopia.org/open-educational-resources-guide
https://mason.deepwebaccess.com/mason__MasonLibrariesOpenEducationResources_5f4/desktop/en/search.html
https://oabooks-toolkit.org/
https://opentextbooks.uregina.ca/oercreationtoolkit/
https://guides.skylinecollege.edu/oersbysubject/multimedia
https://iowaoer.com/oer-promotional-kit/
https://teachinginhighered.com/podcast-category/open-education/
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/student-success/academic-life/2024/03/06/how-one-professor-made-her-own-oer-textbook-podcast
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/tech-innovation/teaching-learning/2023/09/07/more-faculty-are-aware-and-using-open-educational
https://openfacultypatchbook.org/
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Textbooks in CAP are not always expensive but supplies and materials for 
projects can be pricey. The suggested maximum cost for an affordable studio 
course should be $50-100 and a lecture course should be $25-50. In order to 
achieve this, instructors can employ creative strategies including: 

•	 Recommending recycled and/or free materials (newspaper, cardboard 
boxes, aluminum cans, etc.) 

•	 Digital presentations for studio except where printing or modeling is 
required and when presentation screens are unavailable 

•	 Sponsored studios with funding provided by outside firms  

•	 Applying for immersive learning funds for large studio projects

Students are required to have a laptop, which can be built into their loan 
structure, but is an additional expense, nonetheless. Therefore, utilizing their 
laptops to access Open Educational Resources and digital textbooks can 
reduce the overall cost of education.

Material Costs 

Material Costs

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/immersive-learning/immersive-learning-faculty/funding-your-immersive-learning-class
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GENERAL RESOURCES 

Architecture, Drafting, and Design: Open Educational Resources

Archnet

OER Commons - Architecture and Design

OASIS - Architecture (courses, textbooks, videos, objectives, etc.)

Merlot - Architecture Textbooks

APPLICATIONS

Autodesk Formit 360 (iOS, free) 

Autodesk Educational License (PC, free) 

CAD Assistant (iOS, free) 

Paper (iOS, free) 

Rhino (Student Version, PC, free) 

Midjourney ($96/year) 

SketchUp (free) 

MIRO (free) 

Microsoft 365 (free for students)

Architecture 

Architecture

https://loyalistlibrary.com/architecturedraftingdesign/oer
https://www.archnet.org/
https://oercommons.org/search?batch_size=20&sort_by=search&view_mode=summary&f.search=architecture&f.general_subject=architecture-and-design 
https://oasis.geneseo.edu/basic_search.php?search_query=architecture
https://www.merlot.org/merlot/materials.htm?hasAwards=false&hasComments=false&hasCourses=false&filterTypesOpen=false&keywords=architecture&dateRange=0&hasEtextReviews=false&hasPeerReviews=false&fromContentBuilderSawDialog=false&isLeadershipLibrary=false&hasCollections=false&filterOtherOpen=false&modifiedDays=7&isContentBuilder=false&filterSubjectsOpen=true&hasAccessibilityForm=false&hasAssignments=false&filterPartnerAffiliationsOpen=true&hasRatings=false&hasSercActivitySheets=false&days=7&filterMobileOpen=false&sort.property=relevance&modifiedDateRange=0&hasEditorReviews=false&page=1&materialType=15
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STRUCTURAL DESIGN 

Basic Concepts of Structural Design for Architecture Students (Textbook)

ENVIRONMENTAL SYSTEMS

Sustainability in Architecture: An Interdisciplinary Introduction (Course)

BUILD TECH

Building Science Fundamentals (Course)

COMMUNICATION & REPRESENTATION

Building Information Modeling using Revit for Architects and Engineers 
(Textbook)

HISTORY

A Global History of Architecture (Course)

Smarthistory

Sandborn Maps 1867-1970

Architecture 

https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/textbooks/basic-concepts-of-structural-design-for-architecture-students
https://www.edx.org/learn/architecture/universitat-politecnica-de-valencia-sustainability-in-architecture-an-interdisciplinary-introduction?index=product&queryID=27dc9375251e2e2f86295a9fd29aa39e&position=3&results_level=second-level-results&search_index=product&term=architecture&campaign=Sustainability+in+Architecture%3A+An+Interdisciplinary+Introduction&source=edX&product_category=course&placement_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edx.org%2Fsearch
https://openlibrary.ecampusontario.ca/item-details/?id=1307a7c8-1439-4463-9cd0-e42decd110e7#/
https://openlibrary.ecampusontario.ca/item-details/?id=1307a7c8-1439-4463-9cd0-e42decd110e7#/
https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/textbooks/building-information-modeling-using-revit-for-architects-and-engineers
https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/textbooks/building-information-modeling-using-revit-for-architects-and-engineers
https://www.edx.org/learn/architecture-history/massachusetts-institute-of-technology-a-global-history-of-architecture?index=product&queryID=27dc9375251e2e2f86295a9fd29aa39e&position=2&results_level=second-level-results&search_index=product&term=architecture&campaign=A+Global+History+of+Architecture&source=edX&product_category=course&placement_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edx.org%2Fsearch
https://smarthistory.org/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/sanborn-maps/about-this-collection/
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Construction Management Resources

Washtenaw Community College LibGuide - Construction

Evaluation of OER in Construction Management Technology Courses

Project Management OER List

Construction Management
Interior Design

Interior Design Resources

Digital Library for the Decorative Arts and Material Culture

Merlot - Interior Design Textbooks

Library of Congress Gottscho-Schleisner Collection

Digital Public Library of America

Artstor Collections

New York Public Library Digital Collections

The Metropolitan Museum of Art Collection

Project Muse

https://libguides.wccnet.edu/oer-subjects/construction
https://peer.asee.org/evaluation-of-open-educational-resources-oer-use-in-construction-management-technology-courses
https://most.oercommons.org/courseware/lesson/433/overview
https://www.library.wisc.edu/decorativearts/
https://www.merlot.org/merlot/materials.htm?hasAwards=false&hasComments=false&hasCourses=false&filterTypesOpen=false&keywords=interior%20design&dateRange=0&hasEtextReviews=false&hasPeerReviews=false&fromContentBuilderSawDialog=false&isLeadershipLibrary=false&hasCollections=false&filterOtherOpen=false&modifiedDays=7&isContentBuilder=false&filterSubjectsOpen=true&hasAccessibilityForm=false&hasAssignments=false&filterPartnerAffiliationsOpen=true&hasRatings=false&hasSercActivitySheets=false&days=7&filterMobileOpen=false&sort.property=relevance&modifiedDateRange=0&hasEditorReviews=false&page=1&materialType=15 
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/gsc/
https://dp.la/
https://www.jstor.org/images#artstor-collections
https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection
https://muse.jhu.edu/
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Landscape Architecture
Urban Planning

Landscape Architecture Resources

American Society of Landscape Architects - Education & Practice Resources

OER Commons - Landscape

Library of Congress - Olmsted Papers

Dalhousie University LibGuide - Landscape Architecture

Urban Planning Resources

Dialogues in Urban Planning (Textbook)

OER Commons - City Planning

Kean University LibGuide - Urban Planning & Design

https://www.asla.org/educationresources.aspx
https://oercommons.org/browse?f.keyword=landscape
https://www.loc.gov/item/mss351210492/
https://dal.ca.libguides.com/c.php?g=259150&p=5147814
https://open.sydneyuniversitypress.com.au/9781920899127.html
https://oercommons.org/browse?f.keyword=city-planning
https://libguides.kean.edu/c.php?g=1377861&p=10186824
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