Invitation to Participate
Dear Registered Nurse,

You are invited to participate in my dissertation study titled, “Keeping Nurses in Nursing: Service-Learning as a Means to Enhance Grit.” The purpose of this study is to examine the relationship between service-learning and grit and their associations with retention in novice registered nurses (RN). Participation in a service-learning experience during pre-licensure education is not required. I am requesting that you complete a brief survey via the SurveyMonkey link provided. 

You are eligible to participate in this study if you:
· Hold an active, unrestricted license as an RN in the United States (U.S.)
· Graduated from an accredited pre-licensure RN program in the U.S. (i.e. diploma/associate’s degree or baccalaureate program)
· Have been employed as an RN for at least 3 months but no more than 2 years
· Work 20 or more hours per week as an RN in the U.S.

Registered nurses who were licensed as licensed practical/vocational nurses (LPN/LVN), have been or are currently employed outside the U.S., or entered nursing via a direct-entry graduate degree program (i.e. Direct-Entry Master’s in Nursing program) are excluded from this study. Also excluded from this study are nurses who completed an RN refresher course prior to initial or current employment.
Participation is voluntary, and you may withdraw at any time without penalty. The risks associated with participating are minimal and may include possible breach of confidentiality, loss of time (i.e. 10 minutes), survey fatigue, and temporary discomfort when answering grit-related questions. Possible benefits include finding that participation may promote reflection and further exploration of personal grit, as well as adding to the body of knowledge surrounding grit, service-learning, and retention in the nursing profession. However, there may be no direct benefit in participating. 

Consent is given by accessing and completing any portion of the survey. The survey should take about 5-10 minutes to complete and all responses are anonymous. In addition to completing questions related to grit, you will be asked to provide demographic information. The de-identified demographic data will be presented in aggregate form. 
This study has been approved by the Bryan College of Health Sciences Institutional Review Board (IRB). If you have any questions related to the study or accessing the SurveyMonkey link, please contact me, Caitlin Lofton, at Caitlin.Lofton@bryanhealthcollege.edu. You may also contact my dissertation chair, Dr. Julie Skrabal, at Julie.Skrabal@bryanhealth.org, or the IRB (IRB@bryanhealthcollege.edu) with questions about your rights.

Please click here to begin the survey OR use this link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VFSKGFB

Thank you for participating in my study!
--
Caitlin M. Lofton, MSN, RN, CEN
Bryan College of Health Sciences
[bookmark: _GoBack]EdD Candidate and Principal Investigator
