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Project History/Goals

 Frank Felsenstein’s discovery

 Document library circulation, Muncie (Indiana) 

Public Library, 1892-1902.

 Fully searchable online database

 Sample variables:

 Demographic: age, sex, race, class, birthplace, etc. 

 Bibliographic: book, author, genre, publisher, etc.

 Multivariate searches

 Who read what?



Muncie as Middletown

 Lynd and Lynd, 

Middletown (1929)

 Lynd and Lynd, 

Middletown in 

Transition (1937)

 Middletown III, IV

 Middletown Film 

Series (1982)

 1890s baseline



Accession Catalog



Book Borrower’s Register



Circulation Ledgers



Book Data Entry



Patron Data Entry



Circulation Record Data Entry



Search Screen



Sample Search Output: Books



Sample Search Output: Patron



Sample Search Output: Circulation



Project Statistics

 6,300 Library Patrons (all entered)

 13,700 Titles (1,006 entered)

 190,000 Transactions (80,000+ entered)

 Budget to Date: $125,000

 Est. Total Budget: Approx. $550,000

 Timeline: available online April, 2010



Preliminary Findings

Most Frequent Users
 School children: Local reporter observed 30-50 in one afternoon 

 Women

 Predominantly middle-class (location)

 Clubs in evenings (e.g. Classics)

 Most Popular Genres
 Fiction (esp. children’s fiction)

 Travel

 History

 Magazines Circulated/Newspapers Available

 Case of Horatio Alger 
 1894: 23 patrons (incl. parents)/11 books circulated

 1899: 3 patrons/3 books circulated


