Getting Started with Mediasite

Recording class lectures can be a great way to ‘flip’ your class, allowing more opportunities for discussion, critical thinking exercises, and other projects during class time. The table below shows the types of recordings Mediasite can accommodate and why you might consider them: 

Types of Recordings You Can Create in Mediasite Desktop Recorder
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· Students can watch the videos whether they are on a PC, Mac, smartphone, or tablet.
· Mediasite adapts the video stream to match the viewer’s bandwidth.

How can I use Mediasite to enhance my instruction?

· Capture your computer's screen and/or webcam.
· Upload existing videos from other sources.
· Manage videos in a secure, searchable environment.
· Insert video content into Canvas easily.
· Add quizzes to help students stay focused on content.
· View analytics concerning the most watched segments, drop-off points, and other viewer details. 

What are some best practices for using Mediasite?

· Consider writing a script or a detailed outline before recording your lecture. 
· Share expectations for viewing the lecture with your students, so they understand the importance of the video. 
· Post your presentation slides as a separate file so students can download them for reference or to use as a framework for taking notes. 
· A simple background is much more appealing than a cluttered one, so remove or cover overly distracting objects. 
· Humans can learn sound patterns and "tune out" various noises, whereas many microphones cannot tune out noises. Appliance hum, open-window street noise, and barking dogs are categories of sound that you should minimize when recording. 
· Try to use the same lighting setup for all your videos regardless of the time of day you record. You may need to cover windows. You may also want to set up some soft lighting for your face, coming from the direction of the camera. Harsh, single-point, direct light, from any angle, will cause hard shadows and look unattractive. 
· Be aware of your eye level. Avoid angling a camera too far up or down your face. Propping a camera to eye level achieves the best results. If you can’t control this (using a built in webcam on your computer, for instance), try tilting the screen to best center yourself in the camera’s view. 
· Acquire a microphone. Your built-in computer mic is likely too far away to adequately capture your voice. Instead, using a clip-on or tabletop microphone will improve sound quality; most aren’t expensive. If you use an external webcam, the microphone built into that is likely decent quality as well. 
· Keep recordings short (most research indicates 5 to 7 minutes is ideal). A 1-hour lecture does not need to translate equally to any one online presentation. Consider instead, creating several shorter videos with one or more integrated activities. This will also help you if you make a mistake. Now you only need to re-record a 5-minute video instead of a 1-hour video. 
· Design presentations around learning objectives. Creating presentations that align with objectives ensures students that what you’re teaching is what they need to learn. 
· Vary your presentations by including a variety of formats and activities, and use well-designed pages or slides that integrate text, pictures, diagrams, or other media to amplify and clarify your content. 
· Conclude each segment with a short assessment that helps students evaluate if they are grasping the content. 
· Practice, practice, practice. Make some serious attempts at practicing. Practicing will help you navigate the software comfortably, know the narrative of your lecture, and allow you to feel comfortable when recording. 
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Recording Option Description
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Faculty Use: Allows you to share course content in audio form with
students in and out of the physical classroom space.

Scenario for student use: Your students request exam review material they
can listen to while in their car, working out, or walking between classes.
Recording your materials as Audio Only (think podcast) will allow your
students to decide when and where they want to listen.
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Faculty Use: Allows you to personalize your class with a quick video of you.

Scenario for students use: Students enjoy feeling connected to the course
instructor no matter the modality. Preparing short videos is a great way for
you to connect with them. Videos can be used to introduce yourself to your
students, provide an overview of the materials for the week, sum up posts
on a discussion board, or give summative feedback on a test.
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Faculty Use: Record your lecture using a slideshow program (PowerPoint,
Prezi, Keynote, etc.) and pick whether you want to have a small video of
yourself in the corner or record audio only.

Scenario for students use: Rather than posting a PowerPoint for students to
review, you can overlay your voice and/or video into the presentation to
give deeper meaning to the materials. This also allows students to review
the information at a later date to make connections with the material that
they may not have be able to make if they were only able to hear it once.
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Faculty Use: Demonstrate a software application used in a course
(commonly referred to as screencasting).

Scenario for student use: Students benefit from being able to watch
something being demonstrated over and over again. Usage can range, from
showing students how to create a chart in Excel, how to use Word to cite
sources, how to use the Bracken Library’s webpage to conduct research, or
reviewing the course syllabus.





image2.jpeg
BALL STATE
UNIVERSITY

Online and Strategic Learning





