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Academic Preparation
Ph.D. in Early Childhood Education, Aug. 2024
East Tennessee State University, Johnson City, TN, USA
Dissertation: Exploring Early Childhood Teachers’ Experiences in Teaching Multilingual Children in Public Mainstream Schools in Tennessee

Masters in Secondary Education, May 2019 
Concentration: English as a Second Language (ESL) 
East Tennessee State University, Johnson City, TN, USA

BA in Translation and Interpretation (Portuguese/ English), 2002
Centro Universitário Ibero-Americano, São Paulo, Brazil

Teaching License (Licenciatura Plena), 2002
Letters – Portuguese/ English – Full Teaching Degree 
Centro Universitário Ibero-Americano, São Paulo, Brazil

Higher Education Professional Experience
Ball State University, Muncie IN
EDEL 244 Early and Elementary Education for Social Justice – Spring 2025
EDRD 300 Reading and Language Instruction in the Elementary Education – Fall 2024

East Tennessee State University, Johnson City TN
ECED 4570 Practicum in Early Childhood Education – Spring & Fall 2023/Spring 2024
ECED 3210 Evidence-Based Literacy for PreK-3 – Fall 2023 (co-instructor)
ECED 2110 Infant, Toddler, Child Development – Online Asynchronous Fall 2020/ In-person Fall 2022
ECED 4140 Program Development for Young Children – Online Synchronous Spring 2021/ In-person Fall 2021 & Spring 2022

Refereed Publications and Submitted Articles
Dias, M. J. A., Meier, L. T., Ward, N. A., & Warren, A. N. (2025). Dialogic meditations on (de)coloniality: A narrative self-study of pedagogical cartography in teacher education. [Manuscript submitted for publication]. Department of Elementary Education, Ball State University. (International Journal of Qualitative Studies in Education). (Authors 2-4 listed in alphabetical order).

Dias, M. J. A. (2024). Early childhood teachers’ experiences with multilingual learners in mainstream classrooms. [Manuscript submitted for publication]. Department of Elementary Education, Ball State University. (Journal of Early Childhood Education).

Warren, A., Ward, N., Ayvaz, B. C., Dias, M. J. A., Linville, H. & Whitining, J. (2024). Advocacy-oriented language teacher identity as ethical self-formation: A polyvocal reflection. TESOL Journal, 16(1) https://doi.org/10.1002/tesj.891 

Atiles, J. T., Chavarría Vargas, A., Dias, M. J. A., & Zúñiga León, I.  (2024). A teacher workforce to develop bilingual Latin American learners is needed: Costa Rican early childhood educators’ voices. International Journal of Early Childhood Education, 30(2), 27-49(Authors 2-4 listed in alphabetical order). 
http://dx.doi.org/10.18023/ijece.2024.30.2.002 

Broderick, J., Dias, M. J. A., & Orimaye, K. H. (2023). Early childhood educators exploring materials from the perspective of children. Exchange 46(1), 36-40.

Dias, M. J. A., Atiles, J. T., & Moore, J. D. (2023). Preparing early childhood educators to work with emergent bilinguals. HS Dialog: The Research to Practice Journal for the Early Childhood Field, 26(3), 1-14. https://journals.charlotte.edu/dialog/article/view/1488 
Atiles, J. T., Dias, M. J. A., & Moore, J. D. (2023). A workshop model of strategies for early childhood educators who work with emergent bilinguals. HS Dialog: The Research to Practice Journal for the Early Childhood Field, 26(3), 1-10. https://journals.charlotte.edu/dialog/article/view/1489 

Rose, J. R., Dias, M. J. A., & Atiles, J. T. (2022). Teaching young emergent bilinguals got a bit more challenging. Childhood Education: Innovations, 98(2), 69-73. https://doi.org/10.1080/00094056.2022.2053447 

Atiles, J. T., Almodóvar, M., Chavarría Vargas, A., Dias, M. J. A., Zúñiga León, I. M. (2021). International responses to COVID-19: Challenges faced by early childhood professionals. European Early Childhood Education Research Journal, 29(1), pp. 66-78.  https://doi.org/10.1080/1350293X.2021.1872674 (Authors 2-5 listed in alphabetical order).

Almodóvar-López, M., Atiles, J., Chavarría-Vargas, A., Dias, M. J. A., & Zúñiga-León, I. (2020). La enseñanza remota no viene sin retos [Remote teaching doesn’t come without challenges]. Revista Electrónica Educare, 24(Suplemento), 1-4 https://www.revistas.una.ac.cr/index.php/EDUCARE/article/view/14495 (Authors listed in alphabetical order).

Dias, M. J. A., Atiles, J. T., Almodóvar, M., Chavarría Vargas, A., & Zúñiga León, I. (2020). Innovative early childhood teachers rise to the challenges brought about by COVID -19. Childhood Education: Innovations, 96(6), 38-40. https://doi.org/10.1080/00094056.2020.1846385 (Authors 2-5 listed in alphabetical order).

Scholarly Presentations
Refereed Presentations 
Warren, A., Ward, N. & Dias, M. J. A. (2025, March). Advocacy and activism in ELT: Practices from
the field. Spring 2025 TESOL International Convention and English Language Expo, Long Beach, CA. 

Dias, M. J. A. (2024, November). Voices from the Classroom: Early childhood teachers’ experiences with multilingual learners in public schools. Fall 2024 National Association of Early Childhood Teacher Educator's Conference, Anaheim, CA.

Dumas, K. & Dias, M. J. A. (2024, accepted). Unboxing literacy: Transformative insights focusing on the science of reading in pre-k classrooms. Fall 2024 National Association for the Education of Young Children’s Conference, Anaheim, CA. 

Dias, M. J. A. (2024, October). Translanguaging spaces in mainstream classrooms in the U.S. Lightning Talks forum of the Intercultural Communication Interest Section (ICIS) of TESOL International (online).

Dias, M. J. A. (2024, March). Early childhood teachers' beliefs and practices in supporting multilingual children. 2024 TESOL Graduate Student Forum, Tampa, FL.

Dias, M. J. A., Ward, N. & Warren, A. (2024, February). Fostering language and agency through children literature. 2024 Cultura Inglesa Teacher’s Conference (online, Brazil). 

Dias, M. J. A., Ward, N. & Warren, A. (2023, December). Multilingual children’s books to support translanguaging. Fall 2023 Virtual TESOL Italy Conference.

Warren, A., Ward, N. & Dias, M. J. A. (2023, December). “More than just teaching”: Advocacy and activism around the globe. Fall 2023 Virtual TESOL Italy Conference.

Dias, M. J. A. & Dumas, K. (2023, November). Opening Windows to the world: Unleashing the power of social studies in pre-K classrooms. Fall 2023 National Association for the Education of Young Children’s Conference, Nashville, TN.

Dias, M. J. A. (2023, November). Empowering pre-service teachers through translanguaging practices. Fall 2023 National Association of Early Childhood Teacher Educator's Conference, Nashville, TN.
Dias, M. J. A. (2022, December). Let’s talk about critical literacy: understanding and using critical literacy with young children. Literacy Association of Tennessee Annual Conference, Murfreesboro, TN.

Sharp, K. & Dias, M. J. A. (2022, December). Using literacy to support social and emotional development in early childhood classrooms. Literacy Association of Tennessee Annual Conference, Murfreesboro, TN.

Dias, M. J. A. & Dumas, K. (2022, November). Walking teachers towards a multilingual classroom. Fall 2022 National Association for the Education of Young Children’s Conference, Washington, DC.

Atiles, J. T. & Dias, M. J. A. (2022, November). Building bridges between emergent bilingual families and school. Fall 2022 National Association for the Education of Young Children’s Conference, Washington, DC.

Atiles, J. T., Dias, M. J. A. & Chroust, A. (2022, November). Teaching styles that drive children’s academic and life-long success. Fall 2022 National Association of Early Childhood Teacher Educator's Conference, Washington, DC.

Broderick, J. T., Dias, M. J. A., & Orimaye, K. H. (2022, November). Framing open-ended explorations of materials within the context of creativity and constructivist theories. Fall 2022 National Association of Early Childhood Teacher Educator's Conference, Washington, DC.

Dias, M. J. A. (2022, October). Leveraging Literacy with Emergent Bilinguals. Learning Together Day:  One Region, One Purpose, One Child, Kingsport, TN.

Dumas, K. & Dias, M. J. A. (2022, June). Best practices of incorporating open-ended experiences versus reality. Summer 2022 National Association of Early Childhood Teacher Educator's Virtual Conference.

Dias, M. J. A., Ward, N. & Mooneyham, J. (2022, March). Critical literacy as a path to developing culturally sustaining educators. Spring 2022 TESOL International Convention and English Language Expo, Pittsburg, PA.

Dias, M. J. A., & Atiles, J. T. (2021, November). Preparing teachers to work with emergent bilinguals. [Paper presentation]. Fall 2021 National Association of Early Childhood Teacher Educator's Virtual Conference.

Atiles, J. T., & Dias, M. J. A. (2020, November). Teachers’ experiences and challenges in the “new normal”: International perspectives. [Paper presentation]. Fall 2020 National Association of Early Childhood Teacher Educator's Virtual Conference. 

Ward, N., Warren, A., Rountree, A. & Dias, M. J. A. (2019, March). Analyzing science read-aloud texts for cultural and linguistic diversity (K-3). Studied presented at the Spring 2019 TESOL International Convention and English Language Expo, Atlanta, GA.

Invited Presentations 
[bookmark: _Hlk87026522]Warren, A., Ward, N., Yang, S. & Dias, M. J. A. Using multicultural picture books to promote English learners’ literacy, language, and social and emotional development. Lift ELT. Webinar.

Dias, M. J. A. (2023, July 18). Bilingual education in today’s world. Universidad Latina del Costa Rica, Online Synchronous.

Sharp, K. & Dias, M. J. A. (2022, June). Using literacy to support social and emotional development in early childhood classrooms. Summer 2022 Gilbreath Literacy Council Workshop.

Dias, M. J. A., & Atiles, J. T. (2021, November 19). Literacy [Professional development workshop]. UETHDA Head Start, Kingsport, TN. 

Series of four workshops for Head Start teachers
Dias, M. J. A., & Atiles, J. T. (2021, August 6). Building self-awareness and empathy towards language learners [Professional development workshop]. Teaching Emergent Bilinguals, Kingsport, TN. 
Dias, M. J. A., & Atiles, J. T. (2021, August 23). Multicultural education and emergent bilinguals [Professional development workshop]. Teaching Emergent Bilinguals, Johnson City, TN. 
Dias, M. J. A., & Atiles, J. T. (2021, September 13). Literacy [Professional development workshop]. Teaching Emergent Bilinguals, Johnson City, TN. 
Dias, M. J. A., & Atiles, J. T. (2021, September 20). Building bridges between home and school [Professional development workshop]. Teaching Emergent Bilinguals, Johnson City, TN. 

Grants Received
Dias, M. J. A. (2023). Understanding teachers’ beliefs and practices in supporting multilingual children in early childhood education. National Association of Early Childhood Teacher Educators Foundation Doctoral Scholarship 2023. $1,000.00.

Nabalta, C. (principal investigator), Alshahrani, W. & Dias, M. J. A. (2020). Assisting Palmer Early Learning Center’s children with disabilities to participate in outdoor activities on the playground with adapted Power Wheels vehicles. Palmer Center Foundation. $800.00.

Service, Leadership and Outreach
Social Media Co-Chair, May 2022 – Present
National Association of Early Childhood Teacher Educators (NAECTE) 

East Tennessee State University Advisory Board for the P-12 English as a Second Language (ESL) Education, November 2023 - 2024

Literacy Association of Tennessee Leadership Workshop, July 2022/2023

Advisory Board Member & Media/ Communication/ Webmaster, June 2021 -2024
Gilbreth Literacy Council a Chapter of the Literacy Association of Tennessee

Advisory Board Member, March 2021 - 2023 
East Tennessee State University Center of Excellence Early Childhood Conference 

Reviewer
Reviewer for the National Association of Early Childhood Teacher Educators (NAECTE) Conference – 2023 to present
Reviewer for the National Association for Bilingual Education (NABE) Conference – 2022 to present
Reviewer for the TESOL Journal Special Issue: Language Teacher Educator Identities 2024
Reviewer for the Language and Education Journal 2025

Search Committee
Assistant/Associate Professor 9-month tenure track position in the Department of Early Childhood Education at East Tennessee State University – Spring 2023

Extracurricular Courses
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Critical Bi-Multilingual Education, Aug. 2023 – Mar. 2024 (120 contact hours online)
Universidade Estadual de Londrina (Londrina State University) – PR, Brazil

Literacy in two languages: What do we know? Aug. to Dec. 2023 (online study group)
Universidade Estadual de Londrina (Londrina State University) – PR, Brazil

Advanced Topics in Multilingual Education, Aug. to Nov. 2023 (online study group) 
Universidade Estadual de Londrina (Londrina State University) – PR, Brazil

Bi-Multilingual Education: Teaching as and for Activism, Feb. to Jun. 2023 (online study group)
Universidade Estadual de Londrina (Londrina State University) – PR, Brazil

Pre-K CLASS Observation Training (Teachstone), 2023 
Upper East Tennessee Human Development Agency Head Start (2-day training)

Cambridge Certificate Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages (CELTA), 2015 
Cultura Inglesa – São Paulo – SP, Brazil, (120 contact hours)

Language Acquisition and Bilingualism, 2010	
Red Balloon – São Paulo – SP, Brazil, (12 contact hours)  

Languages
Brazilian Portuguese (native), English (fluent), Spanish (intermediate)



