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CES Emphasizes a Scholarly Approach
(Doberneck et al, 2017)



“Engaged” Incorporates Community 
Knowledge

Foundational 
scholarship 

informs your 
understanding 
and guides…

…your 
experiences 

with 
community 

engagement, 
which, then 

in turn…

…generate 
new 

scholarship 
and practice 

for both… public 
audiences.

academic 
audiences

In Collaboration with Community Partners 
(including local, indigenous, or practitioner knowledge)



What Do We Mean By Community?

Geographic
• Shared physical space such 

as a neighborhood or 
region



More Definitions of Community
Identity
 shared race, gender, or other characteristics

Affiliation or interest 
 shared a common set of values or concerns

Circumstances
 shared a common experience such as surviving a natural disaster or 

managing a particular disease

Profession or practice
 shared specific knowledge to occupation, skill, or trade

Faith
 shared belief system, customs, and religious or spiritual practice

Family/Kin
 shared relationships through family and/or marriage

(Fraser, 2005; Gilchrist, 2009; Ife, 1995; Marsh, 1996; Mattessich & Monsey, 
1997; Wenger, Pea, & Brown, 1990)



Scholarly Products For Multiple 
Audiences

Foundational 
scholarship 

informs your 
understanding 
and guides…

…your 
experiences 

with 
community 

engagement, 
which, then 

in turn…

…generate 
new 

scholarship 
and practice 

for both… public 
audiences.

academic 
audiences

In Collaboration with Community Partners 
(including local, indigenous, or practitioner knowledge)



Academic and Public Products
• Scholarship that is generated from 

community engagement has 
different audiences (academic and 
public/practitioner/community).

• Those audiences have different 
information needs, communication 
styles, and general interests.

• Engaged scholars, who are strategic 
with their work, purposefully create 
academic and public products so 
that their scholarship is accessible to 
multiple audiences.

(Ellison & Eatman, 2008, Figure 8, pg. x)

Academic

Public



Academic Products
• Journal article
• Book
• Book chapter
• Conference poster
• Conference presentation
• Grant proposal
• Curriculum
• Artistic performances

Peer Review
• Journal editor
• Blind reviewers for academic 

journals
• Book editor
• Editor of volume of book 

chapters
• Conference organizers
• Conference proposal reviewers
• Grant reviewers—competitively 

funded grants
• Juried shows
• Competitive awards 

committees

Examples of Academic Products



Public Products
• Community presentations
• Powerpoints
• Newsletter articles
• Media—newspaper, TV 

interview, radio interview
• Workshops
• Exhibitions, archives
• Performances, festivals
• K-12 or professional 

development curricula
• Web sites and other social 

media

Peer Review
• Grants reviewers—

competitively funded 
grants 

• Practitioner associations’ 
awards and recognitions

• Community awards and 
recognitions

Examples of Public Products



Community-Engaged Scholarship Figure



Many Types of Community-
Engaged Scholarship



Types of Community-Engaged Scholarship

1. Community Engaged Research

2. Community Engaged Creative Activities

3. Community Engaged Teaching and Learning

4. Community Engaged Service and Practice

5. Community Engaged Commercialized 

Activities

(Doberneck, Glass, & Schweitzer, 2010)





Community-Engaged Research

Definition 
 

 “Engaged research and creative activities are 

associated with the discovery of new knowledge, the 

development of new insights, and the creation of new 

artistic or literary performances and expressions—in 

collaboration with community partners” (Doberneck, 

Glass, Schweitzer, 2010). 



Community-Engaged Research 
Examples

• Community-based, 
participatory research

• Applied research

• Contractual research 
(funded by 
government, non-
governmental 
organizations, or 
businesses)

• Demonstration projects

• Needs and assets 
assessments

• Some program 
evaluations



Community Engaged Research
• Research or evaluation questions are primary driving force 

or focus of the activity with your community partner. 

• Follows steps similar to those in traditional research, however 
community partner voice is incorporated into the key 
decisions throughout the process.

• IRB approval is required for all university research that 
involves human subjects—including community-engaged 
research.

• Community engaged research is on a continuum—from 
minimally engaged—to 100% co-created and co-generated 
at every step of the research process.



Community-Engaged Research is NOT…

• Research conducted in a community setting, i.e., research IN 
a community

• Research where data is gathered from subjects, without any 
input from them, i.e., research ABOUT a community

• Research conducted on behalf of a group of people, to 
benefit that group of people, i.e., research FOR a group of 
people

• Research about service-learning, community engagement, 
i.e., scholarship of engagement or scholarship of teaching & 
learning

• Community-engaged research is conducted WITH community 
partners having a say in making key decisions about the 
research process





Community-Engaged Creative Activities 
Examples
Collaboratively created, 
produced, or performed

• Theater

• Music

• Performance

• Sculpture

• Novels, plays, poetry

• Spoken words

• Film, documentaries

• Multi-media

• Exhibitions



Community-Engaged Creative Activities 
Are Not…
• Creating a work of art that the artist makes so that it 

may reside in a community setting

• Developing a work of art that addresses a 
community issues or topic, but is developed solely 
by the artist

• Adding something creative to a traditional piece of 
scholarship (“just add glitter”) and calling it a 
creative piece





Community-Engaged Teaching
and Learning

Definition

 Engaged teaching (and learning) is organized around 

sharing (existing) knowledge with various audiences 

through either formal or informal arrangements. 

 Types of engaged teaching (and learning) vary by 

relationship among the teacher, the learner, and the 

learning context. Engaged teaching may be for-credit or 

not-for-credit, guided by a teacher or self-directed 

(Doberneck, Glass, & Schweitzer, 2010).



Formal

• Associated with 
formal K-12 and 
higher education 
systems, including 
community colleges 
and technical school

• May be for-credit or 
not-for-credit

• Usually guided by a 
teacher; though may 
be self-directed

Examples
• Service-learning 

courses
• Campus-wide days 

of service
• Alternative spring 

breaks





Nonformal

• Has a formally 
developed 
curriculum with 
learning objectives

• Has a 
teacher/facilitator

• Meetings community 
learning needs

• Is typically not-for-
credit, but may 
involve continuing 
education credits

Examples
• Pre-college programs 

for K-12
• Conferences, 

seminars, not-for-
credit classes, 
workshops

• Occupational short 
courses, certificates, 
licensure programs

• Educational 
enrichment programs





Informal

• Associated with 
lifelong learning, 
through everyday 
experiences

• Not for credit; though 
sometimes learners 
earn “badges”

• No formal teachers; 
always self-directed

Examples
• Interpretive venues, 

such as gardens, 
parks

• Managed learning 
environments, such 
as museums, science 
centers

• Media, 
documentaries

• Web archives and 
resource pages





What CE Teaching and Learning is NOT

• Have your students learn in a community setting, 
where people associated with the community 
setting have little to no voice in shaping the learning 
experience
– Some study abroad programs, internships, and 

other forms of experiential learning (these are 
valuable just not service-learning)

• Have students contribute to improving the 
campus, without the involvement of non-
campus people 



Community-Engaged Service 
and Practice

Definition

 Engaged service is associated with the use of university 

expertise to address specific issues (ad hoc or long-term) 

identified by individuals, organizations, or communities. 

 This type of engagement is not primarily driven by a 

research question, though a research question may be of 

secondary interest in the activity (Doberneck, Glass, & 

Schweitzer, 2010).



Community-Engaged Service and 
Practice Examples
• Technical assistance
• Consulting
• Policy analysis
• Expert testimony
• Legal advice
• Diagnostic and clinical 

services
• Human and animal 

patient care
• Advisory boards and other 

disciplinary-related service 
to community 
organizations





Community-Engaged Commercialized 
Activities

Definition
 

 Commercialized activities are associated with a variety 

of projects in which university-generated knowledge is 

translated into practical or commercial applications for 

the benefit of individuals, organizations, or communities 

(Doberneck, Glass, & Schweitzer, 2011). 



Community-Engaged Commercialized 
Activities Examples

• Copyrights
• Patents
• Licenses for commercial use
• Innovation and 

entrepreneurship activities
• University-managed or 

supported business ventures, 
such as business parks or 
incubators

• New business ventures
• Technology Transfer
• Inventions
• Social entrepreneurship





Relationships Among the CES Types

CE Research 
and Creative 

Activity

CE Service 
and 

Practice

CE 
Teaching 

and 
Learning

Integration



Pause: Types of CES

• What type(s) of community-
engaged scholarship are you 
involved in?

• Are you making connections 
across the types? If so, what 
does that integration look 
like?



SITUATING YOURSELF IN 
BROADER SCHOLARLY 

DISCOURSE



Start with Foundational Scholarship

Ideally, start your project or writing with a solid 
literature review, conceptual framework, or theory.

Retrofitting is tough! 

What is your study or project’s significance? How 
does your work fit/not fit into what else is out there? 



Foundational Scholarship is…
…the body of knowledge that informs and guides your 
community engagement (Doberneck et al, 2017). It could be:  

1. about the social issue being addressed
2. based on your discipline (or interdisciplinary) theories, 

conceptual frameworks, or models 
3. Scholarship of Engagement
4. Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (called SoTL)
5. Scholarship related to the population, community, context or 

setting affected by the issue
6. Scholarship related to paradigms, methodologies, or 

approaches
7. Scholarship related to the collaboration technique, 

methodology, or engagement process used
8. Scholarship related to reflection, evaluation, assessment, or 

lessons learned
9. Or any combination



Example: Trouble with the Trees
(Carmichael & McDonough, 2018)

A community-engaged forestry researcher seeks to 
understand why residents in certain neighborhoods do not 
want free street trees planted in front of their houses. Why is 
there resistance to an idea that makes good 
environmental sense?

Foundational scholarship includes:
• Environmental benefits of urban tree canopy and 

community forestry (social issue being addressed)
• Political ecology, critical race theory (disciplinary and 

interdisciplinary theories)
• Community engaged research (paradigm, 

methodology, approach)
• Heritage narratives (collaboration technique, method, 

engagement process)



Linking Back to Foundational Scholarship
Given your community engagement experience, what 
aspects of your foundational scholarship held true? Where 
were there differences?

Remember to discuss the “so what?” or “who cares?” about 
what you have discovered through your community 
engagement. 

What are the implications for
– Future research
– Teaching and learning—and at what level(s)
– Policy–and at what level(s)
– Practice
– Extension



What is Your Foundational Scholarship?



IDENTIFY YOUR LEAST 
PUBLISHABLE UNITS

Whitney J. Owen “In defense of the least publishable unit” 
Chronicle of Higher Education, February 6, 2004.



Unfurling Your Project or Experience
• Conceptual framework, paradigm, program 

theory, or models.

• Methods, processes, partnership, engagement.

• Program descriptions, case studies.

• Findings, results or impacts on
– Community.
– Community partners.
– Students.
– Faculty and staff.
– Partnership.
– Institution.

• Critical reflections on the experience, process, 
critiques, or lessons learned.



Unfurling Your CES Project Worksheet
Topic Audience Type of Article Potential 

Journals
Potential 

Public 
Products

Disciplinary
• Research
• Teaching & 

Learning
• Methods
• Community-

Engaged 
Scholarship

Conceptual framework, 
program theory, models

Program description, 
case study

Methods or processes for 
partnership or 
engagement

Results or Impacts on 
 community 
 students 
 faculty 
 organization
 institution

Reflections: critiques, 
l  l d

Interdisciplinary
• Research
• Teaching & 

Learning
• Methods
• Community-

Engaged 
Scholarship



Unfurling Examples



Christine Carmichael at Michigan State 
University & University of Vermont

Graduate Work
• Carmichael, C. (2017). The trouble with the trees? 

Social and political dynamics of greening efforts in 
Detroit, MI. Dissertation. Dept. of Forestry. Michigan 
State University.

• Carmichael, C. (2017). Community-engaged research 
on tree planting in Detroit, Michigan: Lessons on race, 
intersectionality, and identity. Graduate Certification in 
Community Engagement Portfolio.

Journal Article—Disciplinary Journal
• Carmichael, C., & McDonough, M. H. (2018). The 

trouble with the trees? Social and political dynamics of 
street tree-planting efforts in Detroit, MI. Urban Forestry 
& Urban Greening 31, 221-229.

• Carmichael, C., & McDonough, M.H. (2019). 
Community stories: Explaining resistance to street tree-
planting programs in Detroit, MI, USA. Society and 
Natural Resources.



Carmichael’s Dissertation Unfurling Worksheet
Topic Audience Type of 

Article
Potential 
Journals

The trouble with trees? Social & 
political dynamics of greening 
efforts of Detroit, MI

Disciplinary Dissertation

Community-engaged research on 
tree planting in Detroit, MI: 
Lessons learned on race, 
intersectionality, and identity

Interdisciplinary
• CES

Community-
engaged 
scholarship

Graduate 
Certification in 
Community 
Engagement 
Portfolio

The trouble with the trees? Social 
& political dynamics of street 
tree-planning efforts in Detroit, 
MI, USA

Disciplinary
• Research

Results Urban Forestry & 
Urban Greening

Community stories: Explaining 
resistance to street tree planning 
programs in Detroit, MI, USA

Interdisciplinary
• Research

Results Society & Natural 
Resources



Unfurling Your CES Project Worksheet
Topic Audience Type of Article Potential 

Journals
Potential 

Public 
Products

Disciplinary
• Research
• Teaching & 

Learning
• Methods
• Community-

Engaged 
Scholarship

Conceptual framework, 
program theory, models

Program description, 
case study

Methods or processes for 
partnership or 
engagement

Results or Impacts on 
 community 
 students 
 faculty 
 organization
 institution

Reflections: critiques, 
l  l d

Interdisciplinary
• Research
• Teaching & 

Learning
• Methods
• Community-

Engaged 
Scholarship



Activity: Practice Unfurling a Project
1. What kinds of articles might you write?

– Conceptual framework, paradigm, program theory, or models.
– Methods, processes, partnership, engagement.
– Program descriptions, case studies.
– Findings, results or impacts.
– Critical reflections on the experience, process, critiques, or lessons 

learned.

2. What kinds of journals might you publish those articles in?
– Disciplinary journals.
– Scholarship of teaching and learning (SoTL) journals in your 

discipline.
– Interdisciplinary scholarship of teaching and learning journals.
– Research, evaluation, or methods journals.
– Community engagement journals in your discipline.
– Interdisciplinary community engagement journals.



More Unfurling

3. What other scholarly products for academic audiences 
might you develop?
– Conference paper
– Conference poster
– Book
– Research brief

4. What scholarly products for public audiences might you 
develop?
– Community partners
– Practitioners
– Policy makers
– Journalists
– Interested public



Prioritize After You Unfurl
• What is low hanging fruit—easiest to get 

published quickly?

• What are you most passionate about?

• What is a breakthrough idea/significant 
contribution?

• What “counts” for you?
– Peer reviewed journal articles-which ones?
– Chapters in edited volumes ?
– Books?

• Where will it count the most?
– Advice from senior mentors vs.
– Advice from recently tenured colleagues



What Journal “Fits” Your Work

• Where would you publish your next piece? Why does that 
choice make sense?

• If you are tenure track, talk with your departmental mentors 
about “what counts,” especially tier one journals with high 
impact factors.

• If you are not tenure track, talk with your mentors about what 
they recommend….and what journals you would like to 
publish in.
– They are very likely unfamiliar with the wide ranges of 

choices now available for those who can publish in 
interdisciplinary community engagement journals!!

– Be your own advocate.



FINDING YOUR “JOURNAL FIT”



Which Comes First—
The Journal? or the Manuscript?



Locating Potential Journals
• Consider your why. If your why influences your community-

engaged teaching and learning or community-engaged 
research, then turn to foundational scholarship related to it.

• Consider your type of CES. What is the foundational 
scholarship related to it? Who are the main theorists? What 
are conceptual models? How are they being incorporated 
into your work?

• Consider your discipline. What are the important questions in 
your field? Are you addressing them through your community 
engagement activities?

• Who is a leading scholar in your field who is doing community-
engaged scholarship? What foundational scholarship does 
that person rely upon? What does their c.v. tell you? Where 
are they publishing?



Ex: Use Your Why to Identify Journals

Why

Student 
Learning

Education, 
Citizenship, and 

Social Justice

Equity & 
Excellence in 

Education

Social Justice Social Justice 
Research



Ex: Use Type of CES to Identify Journals

CE Research

Health

Progress in Community Health 
Partnerships: Research, 
Education, and Action

Health Promotion Practice

Participatory Action 
Methodologies Action Research 



Ex: Use Type of CES to Identify Journals

Service Learning

Michigan Journal of 
Community Service 

Learning

Reflections: Journal of 
Public Rhetoric, Civic 
Writing, and Service 

Learning

International Journal of 
Service Learning in 

Engineering, Humanitarian 
Engineering, and Social 

Entrepreneurship



Ex: Use Your Discipline to Identify Journals

Anthropology

Collaborative 
Anthropologies

Practicing 
Anthropology

Anthropology 
in Action



Tania Mitchell Journals

Ex: Following a Leading Scholar’s Lead

http://www.cehd.umn.edu
/olpd/people/tmitchel/

• Diversity and democracy
• Journal of Higher Education 

Outreach and Engagement
• Michigan Journal of 

Community Service Learning
• Theory Into Practice
• Journal of Critical Thought 

and Praxis
• Equity and Excellence in 

Education 



Barbara Israel Journals
• Health Education 

Quarterly
• American Journal of 

Community Psychology
• Praxis III: Voices in 

Dialogue
• Health, Education & 

Behavior
• Annual Review of 

Public Health

Ex: Following a Leading Scholar’s Lead

https://sph.umich.edu/fac
ulty-profiles/israel-
barbara.html



Andy Furco Journals
• British Journal of 

Educational Studies
• Citizenship Education
• Michigan Journal of 

Community Service 
Learning

• Journal of Public Affairs
• Journal of Cooperative 

Education
• Journal of 

Adolescence

Ex: Following a Leading Scholar’s Lead

http://www.cehd.umn.edu
/olpd/people/afurco/



Interdisciplinary Community 
Engagement Journals

Tools

Annotated List--details number of issues/year, number 
of articles/issue; submission details. If you are 
strategizing on how to get an article published quickly, 
this list should help you.

Journal Section Comparison Table—cross-walks journal 
titles with article type. If you know what type of article 
you’d like to write, you can shop for a journal using this 
table.



Campus Compact Knowledge Hub
https://compact.org/resource-posts/publishing-engaged-
scholarship/





Journal Section Comparison Table



Unfurling Your CES Project Worksheet
Topic Audience Type of Article Potential 

Journals
Potential 

Public 
Products

Disciplinary
• Research
• Teaching & 

Learning
• Methods
• Community-

Engaged 
Scholarship

Conceptual framework, 
program theory, models

Program description, 
case study

Methods or processes for 
partnership or 
engagement

Results or Impacts on 
 community 
 students 
 faculty 
 organization
 institution

Reflections: critiques, 
l  l d

Interdisciplinary
• Research
• Teaching & 

Learning
• Methods
• Community-

Engaged 
Scholarship



Read & Explore
Familiarize yourself with many journals

– Different kinds of articles within each journal
– Skim for inspiration on topics, methods, data presentation
 

Figure out which journals publish which kinds of articles and 
what options will work for you

– Disciplinary journals
– Scholarship of teaching and learning journals in your discipline
– Interdisciplinary scholarship of teaching and learning journals
– Research, evaluation, or methods journals
– Scholarship of engagement journals in your discipline
– Interdisciplinary community engagement journals

Consider how community partner voices are represented in 
the journal articles



Other Finding “Your Fit” Considerations
Examine the style, tone

– I/we or the researchers/the community partners

Consider other aspects of the publishing
– Photos, embedded links, instruments
– Preferences for community partners or students as 

co-authors
– Qualitative, quantitative, mixed methods

Examine the article length, standard sections, and 
length of each section

– Introduction—1-2 paragraphs or 1-2 pages?



Other Finding “Your Fit” Considerations

Read the bibliography thoroughly
– How many citations?
– How many citations focus on big authors in your field? 

How many on methods?

Include 3-5 citations from the journal you want to 
publish in (shows you are a regular reader)

Follow the Authors Guidelines/ Instructions
– Revisit at end of your writing to adjust for drift

Ask an editor for general advice about fit



Still Looking…. Just Right!

So You’ve Found Your Fit….



Plan ahead for organizational structure
(Smith et al, 2010, p. 1125)

• Adapt conventional organizational 
headings, or

• Consider deriving organizational 
structure from project design elements or 
emergent themes, or

• Consider a chronological or narrative 
framework



Convey the Key Elements of the Project
• How was the project initiated?

• What was the project’s timeframe?

• Who were the participants and/or co-researchers?

• What was the extent of their participation or and the 
nature of their roles?

• What was the process within and/or the methodology of 
the project?

• What were the project outcomes and/or emergent 
actions?

• What comes next (if the project is on-going)?

• Consider charts, timelines, tables, or other graphics to 
convey part or all of the project design.



CLEARLY IDENTIFYING 
PARTNERS AND THEIR ROLES



Community Partnerships

• Language is 
(unintentionally) 
unclear.

• My partners..
• We decided...
• We collaborated…

• You need to establish 
clear definitions early 
in your manuscript 
about organizations, 
abbreviations for 
them, and if/how you 
use the word “we” to 
whom it refers

Who?



Partnership Diagram Example
Ochocka, Moorlag, & Janzen, 2010, p.13



Network Structure & Combining Networks 
(Morrison, 2012)



Common Sections for Community 
Partner Contributions
(Bordeaux et al, 2007)

• Introduction (or sometimes in beginning of the methods 
section)
– Context in which the community-campus partnership took place
– Definition of community/communities served
– History and structure of the community-campus partnership

• Community partner role and contribution to the methods, incl. 
how, when, and where community partners had a voice in 
the process

• Interpretation of the data from the community partner 
perspective

• Discussion of the results and their implications for community 
practice

• What else?



Convey Experiences of Co-Researchers 
or Co-Teachers/Co-Learners

• Pay attention to who is writing the article and how 
their voices and experiences are represented.

• Pay attention to who is not writing the article and 
how their voices and experiences could be 
represented.

• What were the personal outcomes of the project?

• What were other outcomes, intended and 
unintended?



Final Thoughts on Publishing Process
• Remember publishing is part of your job, just like 

teaching classes, advising students, conducting 
research. 

• Become intentional about reflecting on what your 
own writing process is (and note that it’ll change as 
your life does). Work with what you know works for 
you.

• Protect your writing time.

• Read, skim journals for format, presentation, and 
writing style—don’t just read for content. This type of 
reading helps you become familiar with standards 
for publication.



Final Thoughts…

Consider becoming a journal reviewer
– Understand review criteria from the “other side”
– Understand the review process, which will help 

you write your own articles better
– Keep current on interesting projects and 

scholarship in your field

There’s no better time than the present to publish your 
community-engaged scholarship.



Pen to Paper: A Retreat Focused on 
Preparing Scholars to Publish Their 
Community Engaged Work (July 16-18)
https://indianacampuscompact.org/pen-to-paper/



MSU Writing Retreat Oct 17 & 18, 2019



Reflect for a Moment

• What are three ideas or 
practices from this 
workshop that you can 
incorporate into your 
academic writing and 
publishing?
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Questions and Answers

Thank You!
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