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Foreign Investment:  An Old Story 

•  Erie Canal, Transcontinental Railroad, 
even the Revolutionary War were financed 
abroad 

•  Recent lease of Indiana Toll Road by 
Spanish-Australian consortium reveals 
ambivalent attitude of many Hoosiers 

•  Europe, the traditional source, has been 
increasingly supplanted by Asian 
investment in recent decades 



Direct Investment:  A Newer 
Development 

•  Foreign firms have an equity stake in 
companies 

•  Operational decision-making wholly or 
partly from abroad 

•  Midwest states have attracted their fair 
share 

•  Reinforces competitive strengths of our 
region 
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