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FROM THE DIRECTOR
In 2022�23, the David Owsley Museum of Art (DOMA) continuously 
improved its exhibition spaces, increased awareness about global 
issues, and promoted pride of place. The fiscal year began with a 
Summer repainting, refreshening, and re-installation of the Dorothy 
J. and Richard W. Burkhardt Gallery of 17�19th century European 
art. The refresh incorporated several recently conserved artworks 
and new acquisitions into the display, along with new research and 
object labels. Other annual efforts to offer variety and improvements 
to the permanent collection galleries involved regular rotations of 
Japanese prints and Indian miniatures as well as the integration  
of even more recently acquired works.

DOMA�s fall exhibition, Regionalism, Surrealism, and Climate Change: 
Recent Loans and Acquisitions at the David Owsley Museum of Art, 
highlighted donations, purchases, and promised gifts that illustrate 
major modernist movements. The show�s title referred to three  
key works. The first two were lent by the museum�s namesake 
benefactor, David T. Owsley: one is a small painted sketch by 
American Regionalist artist Thomas Hart Benton entitled Study  
for Sugar Cane, and the other a monumental untitled canvas by 
Surrealist Roberto Matta. The third work is the Antarctica Diptych 
by Philadelphia-based contemporary artist Diane Burko, a purchase 
that raises awareness about climate change, which the World Health 
Organization considers the greatest threat to global health in the 
21st century. In fact, during her campus visit and public lecture 
related to the exhibition, Diane Burko urged students to safeguard 
their future by becoming climate change activists. All 25 works 
exhibited in the show demonstrated the museum�s commitment to 
providing Ball State students with a rich and diverse art collection 
for their study and enjoyment.

In addition to developing its collection, presenting exhibitions,  
and promoting culture in the region, DOMA also offers programs  
to engage students and community members. 

The museum continued its traditional Docent�s Choice tours,  
as well as �Slow Art and Mindfulness,� and the popular �Kids  
Make Art� days in collaboration with art education students  
from Ball State�s School of Art. In the non-traditional category, 
DOMA After Hours held its first anti-Valentine�s Day celebration  
in February, offering a new take on the holiday that attracted  
a boisterous, youthful crowd. 

Finally, the credit for the museum�s success lies entirely with its 
dedicated staff, particularly Associate Director Rachel Buckmaster, 
Curator of Education Maureen Nicholson, Education Coordinator 
Cathy Bretz, Preparator and Exhibition Designer Randy Salway,  
and Associate Curator of Asian Art (and Associate Professor in  
the School of Art) Noelle Giuffrida. In 2022�23, DOMA welcomed 
two key staff members, Registrar and Collection Manager Maria 
VanVreede and part-time Photographer (also Photography 
Specialist in the School of Art) Savannah Calhoun. With this 
formidable team and the greatest of aspirations, we look forward  
to a bright future at DOMA. 

Robert G. La France
Director of the David Owsley Museum of Art

In the Spring of 2023, the museum presented A Wild Story:  
The David and Sarojini Johnson Print Collection, which featured 
more than 90 prints amassed over a lifetime of collecting by the 
named Ball State professors and printmakers. The show combined 
the Johnsons� formidable collection with highlights from DOMA�s 
collection that David Johnson helped the museum acquire or that 
he printed himself. The exhibition included a catalogue with short 
essays by the collectors recounting wild stories from various 
artist-printmakers� biographies and the experience of collecting  
a wide array of old master, German Expressionist, modern, and 
contemporary prints, alongside essays by regional printmakers 
underlining the importance of the Johnsons� collection. The  
show was accompanied by an evening printers panel starring the 
Johnsons and local printmakers Chris Bonham (�92), Teddy Lepley 
(�19), Colleen McKenna, Nat Russell (�99), and DOMA�s own Randy 
Salway (�00). By spotlighting this local collection and providing 
students in-person access to these prolific Indiana artists (several 
of whom are Ball State graduates), the museum promoted a deep 
sense of pride of place and school spirit.  

DOMA Alliance members also enjoyed several exciting programs, 
including fascinating presentations by Professor Ted Neal on 
ceramics, Dr. Alana Wolf-Johnson of the Utah Museum of Fine  
Arts on land artist Robert Smithson; Associate Professor Lara 
Kuykendall on Regionalist Thomas Hart Benton; Professor Emeritus 
Tom Lauer on Tiffany and making Tiffany-style glass; a visit  
from Newfields CEO Dr. Colette Pierce Burnette; and finally an 
Alliance trip to the Eskenazi Museum of Art at Indiana University �  
Bloomington. In this way, the museum keeps its Alliance members 
connected to a rich cultural environment in Muncie and Indiana. 
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DOMA After Hours
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DOMA staff, from left to 
right: Maureen Nicholson, 
Noelle Giuffrida, Cathy 
Bretz, Maria VanVreede, 
Savannah Calhoun; Back 
row: Rachel Buckmaster, 
Michael DuQuette (hired 
FY2024) Randy Salway, 
and Robert G. La France
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MISSION STATEMENT
The David Owsley Museum of Art cultivates lifelong 
learning and recreation in the visual arts through  
its collection of original works of art, engaging 
exhibitions, and educational programs for the 
university community and other diverse audiences.

(As adopted by the Ball State University Board  
of Trustees; December 19, 2008)

VISION STATEMENT
To educate, inspire, and connect people through the 
David Owsley Museum of Art�s global art collection. 
(April 2019)

The David Owsley Museum of Art is accredited  
by the American Alliance of Museums (AAM) and  
a member of:

� Association of Academic Museums and Galleries 
(AAMG) 

� Association of Midwest Museums (AMM)

� Association of Art Museum Curators (AAMC)

� Midwest Art History Society (MAHS)

ABOUT THE DAVID OWSLEY MUSEUM OF ART

The David Owsley Museum of Art (DOMA)  
is an 87-year-old university art museum that houses 
a world art collection with more than 11,000 objects 
representing all seven continents. DOMA balances 
exciting contemporary and historical art exhibitions 
with engaging displays of the permanent collection 
in a rich, educational environment that serves both 
the University and the East Central Indiana region.
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