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FROM THE DIRECTOR

The David Owsley Museum of Art experienced several firsts
during the academic and fiscal years 2023-2024. The academic
year launched in the Fall semester with Rising to the Surface:
Paintings by Debbie Ma, the New York-based artist’s first
one-person show. Viewers will remember how Ma’s
contemporary non-objective abstractions conveyed a sense

of order, balance, and dynamism across shimmering sculptural
surfaces of marble dust. Simultaneously in the Brown Study
Room, the museum displayed its first in-house exhibition of
Asian art called Fibers of Being: Textiles from Asia in the
David Owsley Museum of Art’s Collection. The exhibition
featured a colorful array of fabrics normally preserved in
storage to prevent their fragile dyes from fading. During the
Spring semester, DOMA hosted the blockbuster exhibition
Beyond the Medici: The Haukohl Family Collection, dedicated
to the magnificent art of the Baroque period from Florence,
Italy. In another first, DOMA invited the Indianapolis Baroque
Orchestra to Ball State’s Sursa Hall for a spectacular
performance of European Baroque music to accompany

the paintings and sculptures in the exhibition.

Throughout the year, DOMA continued its tradition of offering

free or discounted programs to Ball State students and the public.

Where else can you experience a first-person encounter with
a contemporary artist, bring the young ones to Kids Make Art,
party with the in-crowd at a Halloween DOMA After Hours,
and practice Mindfulness in the Museum—all for no cost?
Even Indianapolis Baroque Orchestra tickets were either
free for students or tremendously discounted for the public.

And DOMA's signature weekend-long Art in Bloom event—
including the gala reception on Saturday night—remains free
and open to families and visitors from throughout the region.

We are also proud to announce that the museum’s namesake
benefactor, David T. Owsley, made a generous financial
contribution in FY 2024 that greatly multiplies the museum’s
endowment funds. This new gift provides for acquisitions,
conservation, exhibitions, and related expenses to keep the
museum operating for generations to come. In addition, a future
project to expand the museum’s galleries, education spaces,
storage, and offices into the entire Fine Arts Building became
a major funding opportunity in Our Call to Beneficence: The
Campaign for Ball State University (inaugurated in October
2023). The expansion will help the museum to better connect
with and serve students, faculty, and community.

Finally, in FY 2024, DOMA welcomed its first Security and
Office Manager, Michael DuQuette. This newest member of
DOMA's outstanding team manages the museum’s everyday
security protocols. With a fortified staff and a positive outlook,
the museum’s future has never shone brighter than today.

A

Robert G. La France
Director of the David Owsley Museum of Art
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ABOUT THE DAVID OWSLEY MUSEUM OF ART

The David Owsley Museum of Art (DOMA)

is an 88-year-old university art museum that houses
a world art collection with more than 11,000 objects
representing all seven continents. DOMA balances
exciting contemporary and historical art exhibitions
with engaging displays of the permanent collection
in a rich, educational environment that serves both
the University and the East Central Indiana region.

MISSION STATEMENT

The David Owsley Museum of Art cultivates lifelong
learning and recreation in the visual arts through
its collection of original works of art, engaging
exhibitions, and educational programs for the
University community and other diverse audiences.

(As adopted by the Ball State University Board
of Trustees; December 19, 2008)

VISION STATEMENT

To educate, inspire, and connect people through the
David Owsley Museum of Art’s global art collection.
(April 2019)

The David Owsley Museum of Art is accredited
by the American Alliance of Museums (AAM) and
a member of:

» Association of Academic Museums and Galleries
(AAMG)

 Association of Midwest Museums (AMM)
 Association of Art Museum Curators (AAMC)

* Midwest Art History Society (MAHS)
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