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FROM THE DIRECTOR

In the fiscal year 2025, the museum extended an exhibition by
popular demand, organized a traveling exhibition for the first
time in nearly a decade, and reached a major milestone.

The David Owsley Museum of Art (DOMA) began the year with
the exhibition The Art of Elizabeth Catlett from the Collection of
Samella Lewis, which examined the life and art of a woman who
is among the most important African American artists of the
twentieth century. In October, DOMA hosted Dr. Melanie Herzog,
a renowned scholar of African American art and former dean of
the School of Arts and Sciences at Edgewood College in Madison,
Wis., for a presentation that emphasized radical empathy in
Catlett’s work. In November, we screened a remarkable film,
Standing Strong: Elizabeth Catlett, and introduced its director and
producer to our local audience. The exhibition and presentations
struck such a powerful chord that we decided to extend the
exhibition’s closing date from late December 2024 to the end

of February 2025.

DOMA's Spring exhibition, People and Places 1873-2000: A
Selection of Photographs from DOMA's Collection, introduced
the Ball State community to a local celebrity photographer. The
show'’s guest curator, Indiana-born photographer Ronn Brown,
spent more than 20 years in the film and television industry in
California before making Muncie his home in 2020. Mr. Brown
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reviewed hundreds of photographs in DOMA’s collection before
selecting a group of works spanning the entire history of
photography, including gelatin silver prints, Polaroids, C-prints,
inkjets, and digitally manipulated images. The show attracted
the attention of colleagues in Elkhart, Ind., who requested to
continue the exhibition at the Midwest Museum of American
Art over the Summer of 2025.

Throughout the year, DOMA maintained an exciting schedule of
programs and events. Mindfulness in the Museum emphasized
meditative practices on many Fridays, Kids Make Art enlivened
at least one Saturday each semester, and Saturday Spotlight
Tours gave DOMA'’s gallery guides a chance to show off the
museum’s collection to our community members. DOMA also
offered, in conjunction with partners in the School of Music, a
Music in the Museum program titled Vientos y Colores (Winds
and Colors) to honor a visiting artist, Justin Favela, in March
2025. And DOMA offered its signature annual event, Art in
Bloom, May 16-18, 2025, attracting its largest turnout of more
than 900 visits!

And in July 2025, DOMA successfully reached a milestone by
earning reaccreditation from the American Alliance of Museums.
Accreditation brings national recognition to a museum for its
commitment to excellence, accountability, high professional

standards, and continued institutional improvement. We are
proud to be one of only a few dozen accredited museums in
Indiana. | am grateful to DOMA's staff and Ball State’s
administration for supporting the intensive efforts to complete
the required comprehensive review of DOMA's collection,
policies, facilities, finances, and governance. This achievement
was made possible by DOMA’s dedicated staff members, to
whom | owe a tremendous debt of gratitude.

You can be justifiably proud of your museum'’s collection and
accomplishments. And | am here to remind you that we remain
committed to connecting you to the arts at Ball State and

in Muncie!

Robert G. La France
Director of the David Owsley Museum of Art
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DOMA staff, clockwise from

top left::-Michael DuQuette, Randy Salway,

Rachel Buckmaster, Savannah Cathoun,

\VETES Vatheede, Catherine Bretz, and

Robert La France

ABOUT THE DAVID OWSLEY MUSEUM OF ART

The David Owsley Museum of Art (DOMA) is an 89-year-old university
art museum that houses a world art collection with more than 11,000
objects representing all seven continents. DOMA balances exciting
contemporary and historical art exhibitions with engaging displays of
the permanent collection in a rich, educational environment that
serves Ball State University’s campus community and the East Central
Indiana region.

VISION STATEMENT

To educate, inspire, and connect people through the David Owsley
Museum of Art’s global art collection. (April 2019)

The David Owsley Museum of Art is accredited by the American
Alliance of Museums (AAM) in July 2025, and is a member of the:
« Association of Academic Museums and Galleries (AAMG)
« Association of Midwest Museums (AMM)
» Midwest Art History Society (MAHS)
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