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FROM THE DIRECTOR

The 2020-21 academic year marks a period

of continuity and change as the museum works
to preserve valuable legacies and invite a wider
variety of perspectives into the collection. As part
of our efforts to build a more inclusive museum,
expect to see an increase in images of, and art
by, people of color and women in the galleries.
For example, despite limited budgets and the
pandemic, in the 2020 calendar year the museum
only purchased works of art by Black artists,
including a ag painting by June Edmonds

and a resplendent sculpture by Richard Hunt.

Our exhibition lineup also re ected these priorities
with the Fall exhibition 20/20: Twenty Women
Artists of the Twentieth Century. Celebrating
the centennial anniversary of the Nineteenth
Amendment, which granted many women

the right to vote in the United States, 20/20
presented the opportunity to display a rich array
of works by women artists from the museum's
collection. These included art by lesser known
and famous women, such as Winifred Brady
Adams, Betty Esman, Perle Fine, Grace Hartigan,
Margo Hoff, Lee Krasner, and Joan Mitchell;
Indianas rst licensed female architect Juliet
Peddle; photographers Berenice Abbott, Margaret
Bourke-White, Imogen Cunningham, and Eva
Rubinstein; sculptors Harriet Frishmuth
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and Toshiko Takaezu; as well as modern and
contemporary artists Judy Chicago, Jenny Holzer,
Judy Ledgerwood, Irene Rice Periera, Lorna
Simpson, and Kara Walker.

Because of limited in-person attendance during
the pandemic period, the exhibition was also
presented through 360-degree visits on the
museum s website and became the subject

of a Virtual Museum Experience with videos,
educational resources, and more. Both online
resources will remain available for students,
faculty, and the public through the following
year. 2020 was also the year in which DOMA
benefactor Sharon Seager inaugurated a fund to
support the acquisition of art by or about women.

In the Spring of 2021, DOMA hosted a blockbuster
exhibition POP Power from Warhol to Koons:
Masterworks from the Collections of Jordan

D. Schnitzer and His Family Foundation,
introducing one of the largest private holdings
of contemporary prints and multiples to Muncie
and East Central Indiana. POP Power explored
the work of Pop artists Andy Warhol and Roy
Lichtenstein next to that of their present-day,
Neo-Pop heirs, including powerhouses such
as the American Jeff Koons and his English
counterpart Damien Hirst. By offering POP
Power at Ball State, DOMA demonstrated a

commitment to the display of postwar American
and international contemporary art, showcasing
many of the most popular artists of the second
half of the 20th and the early 21st centuries.

Despite masking and COVID-19 protocols on
campus, DOMA, its staff, and its visitors showed
remarkable resilience and a desire to experience
works of art rsthand, with all the intellectual
stimulation, emotional insights, and solace it
provides during times of crisis. We remain
grateful to the museum s many supporters who
sustained us throughout the year, particularly
those who joined the virtual Art in Bloom
fundraising event (including over 400 people
that visited the museum in person during the
Art in Bloom weekend exhibition).

DOMA made strides in demonstrating its efforts
to change old paradigms by normalizing the
inclusion of historically marginalized voices into
its galleries and exhibitions. While we empathize
with those who have fallen il or suffered losses
over the past year, we also know that we have
a bright and more equitable future ahead of us.
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Robert La France
Director of the David Owsley Museum of Art

DOMA staff members:
(clockwise) Rachel Buckmaster, Robert G. La France, Denise Mahoney, Randy Salway, Noelle Giuffrida, Cathy Bretz.
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Front cover: detail

Rising Sun, 1915
Adolph Alexander Weinman
American (1870-1952)
bronze cast about 1917-37

Frank C. Ball Collection, gift of
the Ball Brothers Foundation
= the artists estate

1995.035.171

MISSION AND VISION STATEMENTS

MISSION: The David Owsley Museum of Art cultivates lifelong
learning and recreation in the visual arts through its collection of
original works of art, engaging exhibitions, and educational programs
for the university community and other diverse audiences.

(As adopted by the Ball State University Board of Trustees;
December 19, 2008)

VISION: To educate, inspire, and connect people through the
David Owsley Museum of Arts global art collection. (April 2019)

The David Owsley Museum of Art is accredited by the American
Alliance of Museums (AAM) and a member of:

Association of Academic Museums and Galleries (AAMG)
Assaociation of Midwest Museums (AMM)

Association of Art Museum Curators (AAMC)

Midwest Art History Society (MAHS)




ABOUT THE DAVID OWSLEY
MUSEUM OF ART

The David Owsley Museum of Art (DOMA) is an
85-year-old university art museum that houses a
world art collection with more than 11,000 objects
representing civilizations from six of the seven
continents. DOMA balances exciting contemporary

and historical art exhibitions with engaging displays
of the permanent collection in a rich, educational
environment that serves both the university and the
East Central Indiana region.
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Memorial to the Grandchildren of Queen Victoria, about 1878
Jules Dalou, French (1838-1902)

‘ﬁ’d bronze, cast before 1905

P David T. Owsley Collection L2009.009.087

The information presented here, correct at the time of publication,
is subject to change. 1128362-21 mc
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