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DAVID OWSLEY MUSEUM OF ART STAFF

(Clockwise) Robert G. La France, Shannon Bryan, Rebecca Vaughn,  
Randy Salway, Rachel Buckmaster, Cathy Bretz, and Tania Said

In the �scal and academic year 2016�17, the David 
Owsley Museum of Art (DOMA) celebrated another 
season of dynamic growth, ambitious exhibitions, 
and exciting programs. �e collection continued 
to expand, mainly because of David T. Owsley�s 
generosity but also due to thoughtful gifts from new 
donors, such as Amy Poster and �ea Burger. Charles 
and Kathy Harper supported a major conservation 
treatment of the monumental Flemish Late 
Renaissance panels by Marten de Vos, while other 
donations, purchases, and long-term loans continued 
to fortify the collection with excellent examples of 
contemporary, modern, and early modern art from 
around the globe.

Two main exhibitions were timed to coincide 
with the fall and spring semesters of the 2016�17 
academic calendar. �e �rst was CONTINUUM: �e 
Art of Michael Dunbar in the Sculptural Tradition. 
�e juxtaposition of contemporary sculptor Michael 
Dunbar�s Machinist Series with signi�cant 19th 
and 20th-century sculpture from the collection 

encouraged viewers to reconsider the continuous 
development and evolution of sculptural styles. In 
addition, CONTINUUM became the �rst exhibition 
wholly conceived and organized by DOMA to travel 
to the Snite Museum of Art at the University of 
Notre Dame. Also, a video documentary produced 
in conjunction with the exhibit, �A New Statement, 
Michael Dunbar at Ball State University,� won an 
Emmy for Outstanding College/University Student 
Production 2016 from the Lower Great Lakes 
Chapter Regional Emmy Awards. �is was the �rst 
major award to arise from the collaboration between 
DOMA and the Digital Storytelling Program in the 
Department of Telecommunications (CCIM).

�e spring exhibition, SHIFT: Jongil Ma, Christopher 
Smith, Corban Walker featured cutting-edge sculpture 
and video by internationally acclaimed artists from 
South Korea, the USA, and Ireland. �e artists� 
conceptual, abstract works of art tested viewers� 
notions of space, scale, and identity. �e exhibition 
was accompanied by �Music in the Museum: 

FROM THE DIRECTOR
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�e David Owsley Museum of Art cultivates lifelong learning and recreation in the visual arts through 
its collection of original works of art, engaging exhibitions, and educational programs for the university 
community and other diverse audiences. 
As adopted by the Ball State University Board of Trustees; December 19, 2008

MISSION STATEMENT

ABOUT THE DAVID OWSLEY MUSEUM OF ART
�e David Owsley Museum of Art is an 80-year-old university art museum that houses a world art collection 
with over 11,000 objects representing civilizations from six of the seven continents. DOMA balances exciting 
contemporary and historical art exhibitions with engaging displays of the permanent collection in a rich, 
educational environment that serves both the university and the East Central Indiana region.

SHIFTing Rhythm, Emerging Sounds,� featuring 
musical improvisations inspired by the artists� works 
performed by jazz pianist Jim Rhinehart.  Both 
CONTINUUM and SHIFT included stimulating 
presentations by the featured artists that appealed to 
both students and members of the public. 
 
DOMA contributes to the university�s academic 
environment in several ways. Every year, the museum 
hosts as many as 15 student interns in various roles, 
including curatorial, education, collection care, 
art preparation, and o�ce management. DOMA 
also routinely employs 25 or more student gallery 
attendants and, in 2016�17, it bene�ted from 
the volunteer time and expertise of 34 dedicated 
docents, who led tours and gallery conversations.  
DOMA student interns and attendants hail from 
several di�erent Ball State colleges and departments. 
In March 2017, two joined a mixed group of art, 
business, and economics students on a tour of 
museums, collections, and auction houses in New 
York City led by Professor Cecil Bohanon and myself. 
 Finally, DOMA connects Ball State University 
students to the public with programs that bridge the 

campus and community. Final Fridays showcase local 
personalities, while educational programs introduced 
2,866 Indiana K�12 students to the world of art. 
Programs, such as Meditation in the Museum, Music 
in the Museum, and Community Day, paired with 
the �rst-rate exhibitions, artists, and encyclopedic 
permanent collection make DOMA the envy of larger 
cities.
 
On your next visit to the museum, please join me in 
thanking the dedicated student and professional sta� 
for their hard work in 2016�17, and wish them an 
even more thrilling and productive 2017�18!

Sincerely,

Robert G. La France
Director
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*FY2014 includes attendance for the grand  
reopening of the galleries in the fall of 2013.

TOTAL MUSEUM ATTENDANCE

Visitor attendance improved 
substantially compared to the previous 
academic year, and nearly matches the 
record high attendance experienced 
in the year 2013�14 (following the 
museum�s latest expansion). �e 
increase from the prior year can be 
attributed to several factors, including 
a strong pair of attractive exhibitions 
(with nearly 5,000 visits to each 
exhibition); the growing popularity 
of the museum�s signature programs, 
such as Final Fridays and Meditation 
in the Museum; the success of social 
media advertising for events; and 
more accurate methods for compiling 
visitor counts. �e general attendance 
�gure can be broken down further 
into gallery visits of 30,986, while 
after-hours events attracted 2,035 
visitors in 2016�17.
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PRE�REGISTERED GROUP TOUR VISITS

In order to ful�ll its educational mission, DOMA has become increasingly student-focused and strives to 
improve engagement with both Ball State University students and Indiana K�12 schools. In the academic 
year 2016�17, 7,270 visitors (mostly students) toured the museum in 227 groups. While this is a decrease 
from last year�s record numbers, the di�erence is o�set by an increase in general attendance.

EDUCATION AND OUTREACH

7,270

2017
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In the academic year 2016�17 
Ball State University students 
accounted for 51% of the 
museum�s group visitors, 
while 40% of group visitors 
were Indiana K�12 students. 

51% BSU Students (3725)
3%   BSU-Other (191)

9% Elementary (620)

23% Middle School (1578)

8%   High School (575)

3%   Summer Groups (227)
1%   Adult Ed. (95)

1%   Community (67)

1%   Other (74)

0.25% Pre-K (18) Burris Laboratory School
Indiana Academy
Inspire Academy

Delta High School
Wapahani High School*

East Washington Academy
Mitchell Elementary School

Northside Middle School
North View Elementary School

Sutton Elementary School*
Yorktown High School

South Adams Middle School*
Montpelier Elementary School*

Eastbrook High School
Lakeview Christian School*

Fall Creek Intermediate School*
Riverside Intermediate School*

Sand Creek Intermediate School
Knightstown High School

Wilbur Wright Elementary*

Ball State University, Delaware
Ball State University, Delaware
Charter School, Delaware
Delaware Community Schools, Delaware
Liberty-Perry Community Schools, Delaware 
Muncie Community Schools, Delaware
Muncie Community Schools, Delaware
Muncie Community Schools, Delaware
Muncie Community Schools, Delaware
Muncie Community Schools, Delaware
Yorktown Cmmunity Schools, Delaware
South Adams Schools, Adams
Blackford County Schools, Blackford
Eastbrook Community Schools, Grant
Private School, Grant
Hamilton Southeastern Schools, Hamilton
Hamilton Southeastern Schools, Hamilton
Hamilton Southeastern Schools, Hamilton
Charles A. Beard Corporation, Henry
New Castle Community Schools, Henry

DISTRICT, COUNTYSCHOOLS

Indiana K�12 student visits 2016�17:

•     A total of 2,866 Indiana K�12 students pre-registered for a school group visit to the museum, 
      this includes 227 students visiting as part of summer programs.
•     �e number of school group guided tours increased from 42 in 2016 to 60 in 2017.
•     School groups came from 10 di�erent counties (Hamilton, Delaware, Wabash, Madison, 
      Marion, Henry, Grant, Huntington, Blackford, and Adams)

In 2016�17, school groups came from 17 districts, plus 2 private schools, 1 charter school associated with 
Ball State University, and 2 public schools associated with Ball State University. Twelve of the visiting 
school groups were new to the museum this year.
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Tri Senior High School
Riverview Middle School

Anderson High School
Eastside Elementary

Frankton Elementary School*
Frankton High School

Summitville Elementary*
East Elementary School*

Fortune Academy*
Manchester Intermediate School

Wabash High School

South Henry Corporation, Henry
Huntington Community Schools, Huntington
Anderson Community Schools, Madison
Anderson Community Schools, Madison
Frankton-Lapel Community Schools, Madison
Frankton-Lapel Community Schools, Madison
Madison-Grant United School Corp., Madison
South Madison Community Schools, Madison
Private School, Marion
Manchester Community Schools, Wabash 
Manchester Community Schools, Wabash

*First recorded visit to DOMA
FALL 2018 AND BEYOND:

In the spring of 2017, Director of Education 
Tania Said was awarded a Ball Brothers 
Foundation grant of $5,000 to start 
SMARTours (School Museum Art Readiness 
Tours), a pilot program for 4th graders in 
Muncie City Schools (MCS). �e program�s 
eventual goal is to invite all K�12 MCS students 
to visit the museum and BSU campus at least 
once during their academic careers.  
























