School of Art
Procedures for Admission to Undergraduate Programs
The School of Art offers a four-year professional Bachelor of Fine Arts (BFA) degree in art with concentrations
in animation, ceramics, drawing, glass, intermedia, metals/jewelry design, painting, photography, printmaking, sculpture, and visual communication (graphic design). The Bachelor of Fine Arts (BFA) degree involves a
selection process that requires the submission of an art portfolio.
The School of Art also offers a Bachelor of Arts (BA) or Bachelor of Science (BS) degree with licensure in art
education and graphic arts management. A student may also pursue a BA degree in art with an emphasis in
art history or studio art. If you are interested in one of our BA or BS degrees you are NOT required to submit
a portfolio (unless you are applying for School of Art Scholarships).
All students in the School of Art complete a first-year program of study comprised of required courses in
drawing; 2D, 3D, and 4D processes; and art history. Both animation and visual communication require
students to be admitted as a BFA degree-seeking student and complete a portfolio review after successfully
completing their first-year program of study.
Ball State University is accredited by the National Association of Schools of Art and Design (NASAD).

APPLY TO THE SCHOOL OF ART
• Students must complete and submit both the
university application for undergraduate admission
to Ball State and the art program application. Learn
more at bsu.edu/admissions/apply

• The art program application is included with the 		
undergraduate application to the university when you
indicate art as your intended major.
• Before final acceptance into the art program,
applicants must first be admitted to the university.
• Admission to Ball State is competitive, so apply
early!

BFA DEGREE APPLICANTS

Submit the following through your Ball State and
School of Art application via Slate:
• Portfolio of 10—15 original works of art
• Drawings: It is recommended that three drawings
from direct observation are included as part of your
portfolio.
• BA or BS degree applicants are not required to
submit portfolios unless applying for art 		
scholarships.

KEY DATES

FOR FIRST-TIME FRESHMAN
Deadlines for submitting your portfolio and scholarship
materials:
MARCH 1, 2021
The scholarship materials must be submitted via Slate by this
date to receive full consideration.
APRIL 1, 2021
BFA degree deadline for regular admission (no scholarship
consideration).
SUBMITTING MATERIALS
Submit any admission or scholarship materials through your
Ball State and School of Art application via Slate.
Applicants not admitted to the BFA degree program may still enroll
at Ball State, declare a BA major in Studio Art, and after 		
successfully completing the first-year foundations courses may
change their major.

ART SCHOLARSHIP APPLICANTS

• To be considered for art scholarships students are
asked to respond to an essay question, complete the
statement of experience form, and submit a digital
portfolio. All materials must be submitted via Slate by
the scholarship deadline of March 01, 2021.
• Transcripts submitted to Ball State will be reviewed
as part of the scholarship and art program application.

TRANSFER STUDENTS
Applications from TRANSFER STUDENTS will be evaluated for admission at any of the deadlines for
“incoming freshman” or students may declare a BA major in studio art and upon successful completion of
the first-year foundation courses may change their major to a BFA. Transfer students are advised to request
summer admittance to the university so they can complete the first-year foundation core courses before
beginning an area of specialization in a fall term.
The Admissions Committee will screen transfer applicants for the BFA degree using the following material:
1. Academic record - A review of college transcripts.
2. Portfolio of 10—15 works of art demonstrating studio art skills and other art-related abilities.
The college academic record of the transfer student is given greater consideration by the Admissions
Committee than previous high school academic record. For transfer students, both coursework and GPA will
be evaluated. Before final acceptance into the art program, applicants must first be admitted to Ball State

COURSE EVALUATION – Transfer students who have studio art or art history credit must undergo
a separate evaluation of coursework to determine art program credit. In addition to submitting the art
program application, transfer students from other universities are also required to submit a portfolio
of artwork and course syllabi to demonstrate course-to-course transfer equivalencies.
coursework is arranged only after students have been cleared for

Ball State

Evaluation

of

admission.

We recommend TRANSFER STUDENTS:
• Keep their course syllabi, project descriptions, and sketchbooks;
• Preserve artwork or projects (actual work or digital images) from each course;
• Bring all of their materials for any review process; and
• To follow through with any part of the process that was not completed at the first meeting.
There are no admission quotas by race, sex, state of residence, or expressed discipline preference. The number of students
admitted to the BFA degree program is in accordance with the ability of the School of Art to provide space and studio sections
of required courses.
FRESHMAN

ART SCHOLARSHIPS

FINE ART AWARDS
Indiana residents will receive $4,000 per year for a four-year total of $16,000. Out-of-state residents will
receive $2,000 per year for a four-year total of $8,000. These scholarships can be combined with other
admissions academic awards. Scholarships will be renewed for up to four-years provided the student
maintains a 2.5 grade point average. Recipients must enroll in on-campus classes as full-time,
degree-seeking students.
4-YEAR ART SCHOLARSHIPS
Students can receive $1,000 per year for a four-year total of $4,000. Scholarship will be renewed for up
to four-years provided the student maintains a 3.0 grade point average and remains in good standing and
active in art major.
1-YEAR ART SCHOLARSHIPS
These awards are one-year (non-renewable) for up to $1,000. The School of Art awards scholarships to
incoming freshmen in recognition of outstanding talent (portfolio of artwork), leadership, and academic
record.
For additional information please contact the

bsu.edu/art/admission

School of Art at art@bsu.edu
or call (765) 285-5838.
School of Art, 3401 N. McKinley Avenue,
Ball State University, Muncie, IN, 47306.

