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St. Clair’s Defeat Traveling Exhibit Opens at Ohio History Center

COLUMBUS — The Ohio History Connection has added a new exhibit at the Ohio History Center: St.
Clair’s Defeat Revisited: A New View of the Conflict.

This traveling exhibit, which was developed through Ball State University, opens Friday, Jan. 24, at the
Columbus museum at 800 E. 17th Ave.

The exhibit explores the complex history of St. Clair's Defeat on Nov. 4, 1791, including how the battle’s
outcome led to the construction of Fort Recovery in what is now western Ohio and how its aftermath
affected the nine Tribal Nations who orchestrated this decisive defeat of the U.S. military forces
commanded by Gen. Arthur St. Clair.

“We appreciate the opportunity to host this traveling exhibit that provides a new perspective on St.
Clair’s Defeat,” said Megan Wood, Executive Director and CEO of the Ohio History Connection. “This
battle often has been overlooked in history, and we hope visitors to the Ohio History Center will learn
about what this battle meant from the viewpoint of the American Indian victors.”

Representatives from the American Indian Tribes descended from the nine Tribal Nations who defeated
St. Clair’s forces helped create the grant-funded exhibit.

“This new interpretive model of St. Clair’s Defeat is based on recent archaeological results and framed in
community-engaged scholarship,” said Kevin C. Nolan, Director and Senior Archaeologist for the Applied
Anthropology Laboratories at Ball State University. “As a result, this exhibit represents and reflects views
of Native peoples.”

Eleven Tribal Humanities Scholars joined Ball State University’s Project Team with Ohio History
Connection support to craft, review and edit the text used on the exhibit’s panels, and they designed
and selected the visual features that frame the exhibit and tell the story of St. Clair’s Defeat.

The exhibit presents St. Clair's Defeat in the context of four themes:

The background of the conflict

The battle and the Native Americans’ crescent strategy

The aftermath, including broken treaties, boarding schools and removal
The persistence of Tribes today
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The exhibit will remain at the Ohio History Center through Aug. 17, 2025.
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Since it debuted in November 2023, the traveling exhibit also has been displayed at the Ohio History
Connection’s Fort Recovery Museum & Monument in Fort Recovery; the Allen County-Fort Wayne
Historical Society’s History Center in Fort Wayne, Indiana; and the Charles Banks Wilson Art and Cultural
Education Center at Northeastern Oklahoma A&M College in Miami, Oklahoma.

For more information about the exhibit, go to bit.ly/StClairsDefeatRevisited. For additional information
about visiting the exhibit at the Ohio History Center, including admission prices, go to
ohiohistory.org/events/stclairdefeat. For photos of the exhibit, click HERE.
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About the Ohio History Connection:
The Ohio History Connection is a statewide history organization with the mission to spark discovery of
Ohio’s stories. As a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization chartered in 1885, the Ohio History Connection
carries out history services for Ohio and its citizens focused on preserving and sharing the state’s history.
This includes housing the State Historic Preservation Office and the official state archives and managing
more than 50 sites and museums across Ohio. For more information, go to ohiohistory.org. The Greater
Columbus Arts Council and the Columbus Foundation provide support for Ohio History Connection
programs.
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