
The Fudge MoundThe Fudge Mound
An Ancient Monument in An Ancient Monument in 

Randolph County, IndianaRandolph County, Indiana



The largest earthen The largest earthen 
enclosure built in enclosure built in 
Indiana is near Indiana is near 
Winchester in Winchester in 
Randolph County, Randolph County, 
Indiana.Indiana.





This is the archaeological story of the people that This is the archaeological story of the people that 
built the enclosure and how we learn about them.built the enclosure and how we learn about them.



First recorded in 1848, the Fudge site is one of First recorded in 1848, the Fudge site is one of 
many mounds and earthworks in east central many mounds and earthworks in east central 
Indiana.  These sites were built approximately Indiana.  These sites were built approximately 

2000 years ago.2000 years ago.







Modern archaeology uses scientific methods Modern archaeology uses scientific methods 
to recover and test our knowledge of the to recover and test our knowledge of the 
observable world.observable world.

Archaeology is actually affected by Archaeology is actually affected by 
numerous sciences: physics, chemistry, numerous sciences: physics, chemistry, 
geology, biology, zoology, economics, geology, biology, zoology, economics, 
sociology, psychology and political sociology, psychology and political 
science.science.



To investigate the Fudge Site we used several To investigate the Fudge Site we used several 
techniques common to archaeology.techniques common to archaeology.

–– MappingMapping
–– SurveySurvey
–– MagnetometryMagnetometry
–– ExcavationExcavation





























Fictional Account of The PeopleFictional Account of The People

This valley was the This valley was the 
home of my people, home of my people, 

Many generations were Many generations were 
born and died here born and died here 
and the bones of our and the bones of our 
ancestors hold their ancestors hold their 
memories in this memories in this 
place.place.



We knew the names for everything.We knew the names for everything.
We knew the plants and places they We knew the plants and places they 

grow.grow.
We recognized all the animals.We recognized all the animals.
We knew the names of the seasons, We knew the names of the seasons, 

the sun, the moon, the stars.the sun, the moon, the stars.
We honored the spirits of all these We honored the spirits of all these 

things.things.
In return, they know who we were In return, they know who we were 

and they helped us to live.and they helped us to live.
We were a part of this land and it We were a part of this land and it 

was part of us.was part of us.



We were not a special people, We were not a special people, 
except to ourselves.  except to ourselves.  
We had no power that other people do not have.  We had no power that other people do not have.  
We were not a mysterious race, We were not a mysterious race, 
but like the plants and animals and rocks and rivers, but like the plants and animals and rocks and rivers, 
we were simply a part of this place.we were simply a part of this place.



We were not isolated, We were not isolated, 
here in this valley.  here in this valley.  
Our relatives lived nearby .Our relatives lived nearby .
The people who lived west of The people who lived west of 

us, us, 
did not practice our religion. did not practice our religion. 



We visited with all our We visited with all our 
neighbors neighbors 

and we often exchanged and we often exchanged 
gifts.  gifts.  

Although there were Although there were 
sometimes little conflicts,sometimes little conflicts,

we normally lived peaceful we normally lived peaceful 
lives.lives.







In addition to the burial In addition to the burial 
places,places,

we also learned to create we also learned to create 
places places 

where our people could where our people could 
gather gather 

to express our connection to to express our connection to 
all of creation.   all of creation.   

These places were built These places were built 
to reflect the sun, moon, to reflect the sun, moon, 

stars and other things.  stars and other things.  



While burial rituals were While burial rituals were 
sometimes conducted at sometimes conducted at 
these places,these places,

they were primarily places they were primarily places 
where we gathered where we gathered 

at specific times of the year at specific times of the year 
to conduct rituals and to conduct rituals and 

ceremonies ceremonies 
that were appropriate to our that were appropriate to our 

connections to all of connections to all of 
creation.creation.



We watched the movement We watched the movement 
of the sun, moon and of the sun, moon and 
stars to know when to stars to know when to 
gather.  gather.  

We learned to connect We learned to connect 
these places these places 

on the earth into larger on the earth into larger 
reflections reflections 

of our connections to the of our connections to the 
universe.  universe.  



All across our country All across our country 
we created sacred places we created sacred places 
that were aligned with each other in that were aligned with each other in 

particular ways. particular ways. 
In this way,In this way,
we created a web of powerwe created a web of power
across our land across our land 
and connected our people with the and connected our people with the 

rest of creation.rest of creation.
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