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History 
 

During a National Conference on State Parks and the American Institute of Park 
Executives in 1954, five men met and discussed the need for a separate meeting for those 
interested in interpretive programs. These five men, Harold Wallin, Walter Tucker, Frank 
Bunce, Garrett Eppley, and Reynold Carlson, began to hold annual workshops dubbed 
Workshop on Interpretive Programs in Bradford Woods, Indiana, and in 1958 the first 
suggestions were made to establish an organization for interpretation. In 1961, the 
Association of Interpretive Naturalists formed to serve those interested in interpretive 
programs in parks, zoos, nature centers, historic sites, museums, and aquaria. Due to 
expansion in attendance, 1961 was also the last year workshops were held at Bradford 
Woods.   

Under the Association of Interpretive Naturalists, the area including Indiana, 
Michigan, Ohio, Illinois, and Wisconsin, became the Great Lakes Region in 1968.  In 
1978, Region IX, the Michiana region, was formed from Indiana and Michigan and lasted 
until 1987. The National Association for Interpretation was created in 1988 by combining 
the Association of Interpretive Naturalists, and its western counterpart the Western 
Interpreters Association. Region IV, the Great Lakes Region, includes Indiana, Michigan, 
Ohio, and Ontario and contained 500 members in 2003. In 2003, the N.A.I. had 4,500 
members in the United States, Canada, and thirty other countries.   

 
Scope and Content 
  
 The National Association for Interpretation, Great Lakes Region Records includes 
board meeting minutes, membership lists, workshop material, publications, photographs, 
slides, negatives, and artifacts. The papers of Howard Weaver, past president, officer, and 
active member, are also included in this collection and contain correspondence, awards, 
mailings, and other material primarily from the early years of the organization. See 
archivist for confidential material.  
 
Processed by:  M. Whisler, 7/23/03   
Additions: Christine Baker, 9/20/2004 & 4/6/2006 
Additions: Rachel Miller, 5/30/06 
Additions: Rachel Miller, 1/3/2007 
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Container List 
 
Box 1: 
Action Plans, 1995-1997, 1999-2001, 2003, 2005 
 
Annual Report – Kalamazoo Nature Center, 1996/97 
 National, 1984-1985, 2003-2004 
 
Awards Committee, 1965-68 

1971             
1972 (2 folders) 
1973 (2 folders) 
1974 (2 folders) 
1975 (2 folders) 
1976 - 1978 
1980 - 1981 
1994 
1995 
1996 
1997 
1998 

 Kinnear as Member, 1993-1995 
 Nominations, 1996 

 1997 
 1998 (2 folders) 
 1999 

  Award Tally, 2001 
 
Box 2: 
Awards Committee – Nominations – Award Tally, 2002 
      2004 
     Non Winners, 2003 
      2004 
    “Over to Neal”, 1999 

 
Board Meetings Minutes and Agenda, 1965-71 

1972 
1973 (2 folders) 
1974 (2 folders) 
1975 
1976 
1977-1978 
1980-1981, 1983, 1984, 1986 
1994 -2001, 2003 -2005 
 

Budget Report, 1986 - 1987, 1994 – 1996 
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Box 2 continued: 
Budget Report, 1997 -1999, 2003 - 2005  
 
Business Meetings, 1980, 1985 - 1988 
 1993 – 1997 
 1998 
 1999 - 2000 
 2001 – 2004 
 
Code of Ethics, 1976, 1982 (see Box 9 for additional folders) 
 
Consolidation, 1986 - 1987 

 
Constitution & By-Laws, 1966 – 1976, 1980, 1982 
 
Box 3: 
Correspondence, 1973 – 1997 
 Dale, Kenny, 1959 – 1960 
 Grober, Ken, 1998 – 1999 (3 folders) 
 Heaston, Jody, 6/13/2003-11/10/2004 
 Jones, Walter A., 1982 
 Kinnear, Jean, 1999 – 2000 
 Reding, Sarah, 2000 - 2003 
 Szabo, Bert, 1968 - 1976 (includes his correspondence as chairman of regional  
  guidelines committee)  
 Wallin, Harold, 1959 – 1961 
Correspondence, NAI Environmental Education Section, 1980-1982 
 
Disbursements Receipts, 2000 – 2002 
 
Drafts, undated 
 
Elections and Officers, 1963 – 1986, 1995, 1999, 2000 
 
Employment, 1978, 1980, undated 
 
Executive Committee, 1980, 2005 
 
Facilities Inventory, 1992  

 
Financial Information, 1963 – 1999, 2003 
 
Fundraisers, 1972 - 2004 
 
Grant & Scholarship Committee, 1993-1995 
 1996 
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 Auction Information, 1997-1998 
 Interpretive Project Grant Proposals and Winners, 1998 – 2004 
 
History – AIN, 1983, 2002, undated 
 Founder Information 
 Questionnaires, 1959 
 
Image Index 
 
Kid’s Explore Program, 2004 
 
Letterhead & Forms 
 
Mailing List, 1977 
 
Membership, 1973, 1975, 1997 
 
Membership Lists, 1962 

1963 (see Box 9 for additional folders) 
1964 
1965 
1967 
1968 
1969 
1970 
1972 
1973    

 1974 
 1978 
 1980 
 1983 
 1986 
 1987 
 1998 
 1999 
 2000 
 2004 – 2005 
 
National Headquarters Dedication, 2004 
 
New Region Creation Information, 1967, 1970, 1972 – 1973 
 
Box 4: 
Operating Fund for NAI, Proposed Budget, 1994 
 
Operation Manuals, 1974, 1976, 1978 
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Oral History Interviews 
 
Oral History Project Transcripts 
 
Procedures Manual, 1976 
 1994 
 1995 
 2002 
 Proposals, 1976 & undated 
 
Publications - Clip Art Books, 1986, 1989 
 Inserts, 1992-2003 (A-L) 

 1992-2003 (M-Q) 
 1992-2003, 2005 (R-Z) 

 Interpretive Aids 
Journal of Interpretation, 1976-1977 

1978 
1979-1980 
1981 
1982, 1985, 2002 

Legacy: Magazine of NAI, 2004 
National Association for Interpretation Website, 2000 
New Member Packet, 1973 

 Newsletters - The Angler, Great Lakes Region, 1974-1978 
 A.I.N. News, 1980-1983 
  1986-1987 
 A.I.N. Newsletter, 1962-1967 
  1968-1973 
  1974-1977 
  1978-1980 
 FourThought, Region IV, 1978-1979, 

1988-1990 
 1991-1993 
NAI News, 1999 
(See box 15 for additional newsletters) 
 

Box 5: 
Publications – Newsletters – FourThought, 1994-1995/1996 

   1996-1998 
     1998-2000 
     2001-2002 
     2003-2004 
     2005-2006 
    (See box 14 for electronic version of Summer/Fall 2005) 
    Internal Correspondence & Information, 1993-1998 
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    Rough Drafts, 1998-2001 
   The Ninebark, Region IX, 1978-1981 

   1982-1985 
     1986-1987 
    Natural Resources Council, 1971 
    Northwestern Region, 1973-1974 
    Southeastern Region, 1972-1974 
Publications - Pamphlets 
 
Secretary's Notebook I, 1988-2000 (2 folders) 
 II, Minutes and Reports 2001-2003 (3 folders) 
 III, Everything but Minutes and Reports 
 
Strategic Plans, 2000 – 2002, undated 
 
Surveys, 2002 – Numbered 1-49 (missing #44) 
  50-99  
  100-149 
  150-199 (missing #165 and #181) 
  200-249 
  250-276 (missing #274)  
 Unnumbered 
 
Task Force, 1974 – 1975 
 
Tax Exemption Information, 1975 – 1976 (see Box 9 for additional folders) 
 
Box 6: 
Workshops - Great Lakes Region, 1965, 1968-78 
 Michiana, Region IX, 1978-1979 

 1980-1985 
 1986 
 1987 

 National Conference, 1962, 1964 (2 folders) 
1965 
1969-1970, 1972 - 1974 
1977 
1980 - 1981 
1987 
1988 
1994 

 1998 
1999 
2004 

National List of Registrants, 1975, 1978 – 1979 
 Northeast Region, 1972 – 1973 
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 Northwest Region, 1974 
 Publications - Annual Workshop Abstracts, 1977 
  Interpretive Sourcebook: The Proceedings of the 1994 National  
   Interpreter’s Workshop, 1994 (2 folers) 

 National Workshop Proceedings, 1983 
 Summary of the 1994 National Interpreters’ Workshop: Budget and  
  Committee Records, 1994 

Workshops - Region IV, 1988 
  1989 
  1990 
  1992 
  1993, 1995 
  1998 - 1999 
  2004 

  Regional Correspondence, 1976, 1982, 1986, 1991, 1994-2001, undated 
   (2 folders) 
  Regional Lists of Registrants, 1958, 1960-1964, 1966, 1978, 1991 
  Rocky Mountain-High Plains Region, 1974 
  Southeast Region, 1972 – 1973, 1978 
  Western Interpreters Association, 1973, 1976 
  Workshop Committee, 2001-2004 
  Workshop Registration Committee, 2004 
  (See additional workshop information in Box 15) 
Box 7: 
Howard Weaver Papers (includes correspondence, reports, etc.) 
 1959-60  

1963 
1963-64 
1964 (2 folders, constitution and by-laws revisions) 
1964-65 (2 folders) 
1965-67 
1967-68 
1969-70 
 

Box 8: 
Howard Weaver Papers (includes correspondence, reports, etc.) 

1970-71 
1972 
1977 
2004 
Constitutional Changes, 1971-73 
Great Lakes Region, 1968-82 
Reference – Publications, 1968-70 (3 folders) 

1970-81 
Workshop on Interpretive Programs, 1955-57 

1958-65, 1975 
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Box 9:  (Legal size materials)    
Code of Ethics, 1958-72 (3 folders)  
 
Membership List, 1963 
 
Tax Exemption Information, 1976 
 
Box 10:   
Photographs 
 Awards Committee, 1972 
  1 – Harold Wallin present Fellows Award to Howard Weaver 
  2 – A.I.N. Award Winners (names on back) 
  3:4 - Meritorious Award Plaques 
  5 – A.I.N. Award Winners (duplicate) 
  6 – H. Weaver and H. Wallin presenting award to William Colpitts 
 Awards Committee – Nominations, 1996 
  7:11 – Maple Sugaring for Young Children 
  12:17 – Julie B. Gee 
 People 
  18 – William L. Colpitts, undated 
  19 – Stan Ernst, November 2004 
  20 – Unidentified group, undated 
 Publication Photographs, undated 
  21:30 
 Region IV Workshop, March 11, 2004 
  31:53 
 Region IV Workshop – Kalamazoo, April 2000 
  54:75 
 
Negatives 
 Region IV Workshop – Kalamazoo, April 2000 (25 negatives) 
  (Advantix negative storage cartridge) 
 One strip of four images, undated 
 
Slides  
 1 through 5, 1985-1981 
(See additional negatives and slides, Box 15) 
 
Box 11:  (Artifacts) 
 Badges 
 Clicker 
 Game 
 Pins 
 T-shirts 
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Box 12:  (Audio Visual) 
 AIN Oral History Project: Pat E. Carlson, 4-10-2003 
 
 AIN Oral History Project: Bob Wittersheim (35 yr. member) & Bert Szabo  
  (founder), 4-10-2003 
 
 AIN/NAI Oral History Project: Dr. Doug Knudson, 2004 Purdue Univ. Rey  
  Carlson Award Recipient, April 2004 

AIN/NAI Oral History Project: Tim Merriman, Current Exec. Director, April 2004 
 
 Dr. Rey Carlson Addressing the Naturalist Training Session, 5-24-1989 
 
 DNR Interp./AIN Oral History Project: Dr. Howard “Howdy” Weaver, 4-9-2003 
 
 NAI Region 4 Workshop at Bradford Woods, Founder’s Night (Celebrating 50  
  years), 2004 
 
Box 13:  (Cassettes) 
 AIN, 1978  
 
 AIN Oral History: Bill Colpitts, 11-3-2004 
 
 AIN/NAI Oral History: Ranier Brock, 10-5-2004 
 
 AIN/NAI Oral History: Roland Eisenbeis, 10-8-2004 
 
 AIN/NAI Oral History: Grant Sharpe, 10-8-2004 
 
 AIN/NAI Oral History: Ross Tocher, 10-8-2004 
 
 AIN/WAI Oral History: Chris Nelson, August 2004 
 
 NAI Oral History: Stan Ernst, 10-8-2004 
 
Box 14:  (Electronic Files) 
 CD-ROM 
  Files from Jean Kinnear’s terms as NAI Region IV Secretary, 2000-2003 
 
  NAI Region IV Founder’s Night Powerpoint 
 
  AIN/WAI/NAI History Images & NAI Workshop Images, 1958-2004 
 
  AIN/NAI History Presentation “Voices for our Journey”, 2004 
 
  Leonard Springs Nature Park Plan Outline Powerpoint, March 2004 
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  Region IV Spring & Summer, 2002-2004 
  
  Region IV Fall, 2002-2004 & Winter, 2003-2005 
 
  Advertisers, Board Reports, Misc. Paperwork, 2003-2005 
 

Fourthought Newsletter, Summer 2005, Fall 2005 
 
RIW 2005 Workshop, 2005 Board Meeting Information 

 
  Interpretative Booklet, Nature at Night 
 
 NAI Floppies Transferred to CD 

NAI Winter 1998 – 1999 
NAI Workshop, 2004 
Email List & Committee (wanna be’s), last modified 2002 
Digital Photos, last modified 1999 
Corvus, Trios, & Fourthought Images, undated  

 
Floppy Disks (all inaccessible) 

  NAI Spring 1998 
NAI Fall 1998 
NAI Spring 1999 
 
 

Box 15 
  Publications – Newsletters – Connections, 1997 
   1998 
   1999 
   2000 
   2001 
   2002 
   2003 
   2004 
   2005  
  Workshops – AIN Workshop Attendees List, 1977-1978 
   AIN Proceedings, 1979 
   AIN Program, Oct. 1979, 1980 
  Workshops – Michiana Mini-Workshop, Feb., 1982 
   Regional Workshop Booklet, 1981 
   Regional Conference Brochure, 1982 
  Workshops – National Conference – Guide, 1994 
   Registration Packet, 1994 
   Pre-Registration Packet, 1998 
   Workshop Guide, 1999 
   Program Announcement, 2000 
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   Registration Packet, Spring 2001 
   Registration Packet, Fall 2001 
  Workshops – Region 4 – MEEA Region 3, Info Sheet, Winter 1982 
   Registration Materials, 2000 
   Registration Booklet, 2001  
 PN222 - Negatives 
 National Interpreter’s Workshop – Cleveland, Ohio, 1994 (29 negatives) 
 

S222 - Slides  
 National Interpreter’s Workshop – Cleveland, Ohio, 1994 (506 slides) 
 1-39, Cleveland 
 40-58, Hotel 
 59-92, Registration & Exhibit Hall 
 93-267, Sessions 
 268-367, Field Trips 
 368-386, Farm 
 387- 460, Nightlife 
 461-506, Candids 
 
 
Box 16 (Artifacts) 
 Award, 1998 Outstanding NAI Product or Service 
 Award, NAI Meritorious Award 
 Award, NAI Enos Mills Guide Award 
 
 
Box 17: 
  

Publications – Booklets – “Mass Communications: Departments Capture the Big 
Voices,” 1962 

“Interpretation: A Manual and Survey on Establishing a 
Naturalist Program,” 1965 
 
“Field Trips: A Handbook for Leaders,” 1955 

Publications - The Interpreter, January-February, 2006 
      May-June, 2006 
      July-August, 2006 

Publications – Newsletters-The Naturalist, Spring 2006 
      Fall, 2005-2006 

     Winter 2005-2006 
Publications-Newsletters-InterpNews, Spring 2006 

 Publications-Newsletters-FourThought, Summer 2006 
      Fall 2006 
      Winter 2006 

Workshops-NAI Region 4 Interpreters Workshop, Contact Information, 
November 2006 
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       Registration Booklet, 2006 
       Registration Packet, 2006 
       Workshop Materials, 2006 
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