
Environmental

and real estate

Dan Probst

President, Energy & Sustainability Services

March 13, 2009

sustainability



1

Industry drivers

Converging forces

Mass acceptance of global warming, climate 

change

Rising energy prices

Widely accepted green building standards 

Emerging green building regulation

Corporate trend toward GRI reporting, self 

regulation and reduction in GHG

Possible cap and trade on GHG emissions

Customer, employee and shareholder 

pressures

Business opportunity

Reduced operating costs

Increased market share

Improved productivity and quality

Enhanced brand

Talent recruitment and retention

Risk mitigation





Biomimicry

Looking at the structure of termite mounds to 

create buildings which regulate their internal 

environment with no need for air conditioning.

Eastgate Building

Harare, Zimbabwe



Real estateôs impact

ÅToday buildings account for: 

- 12% of worldôs water use

- 40% of worldôs greenhouse gas emissions

- 65% of worldôs waste output 

- 70% of worldôs electricity consumption 

ÅSustainable real estate:

- No longer a cost premium to develop a green 

building*

- Achieve operating expense savings of up to 

40%

- Reduce absenteeism: 15% lower in high-

performance buildings

*Depends on design components selected.
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http://www.wired.com/wired/
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Live in cities
Urban living is kinder to the planet than the suburban lifestyle

http://www.wired.com/wired/
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A/C is okay
Air conditioning actually emits less CO2 than heating

http://www.wired.com/wired/
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Organics are not the answer
Surprise! Conventional agriculture can be easier on the planet

http://www.wired.com/wired/

